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:/Pypets: at” your ngk 
Fare; and” that which your Eminent 
Braces has trade a Debt;z'your'no'lels 
Illuſtrious Goodneſs -incoutapes/ me'to 
Pay. Upon which two inducements 
(the greateſt that can'be even in Re- 
ligious as well as Human Addreſſes) I 
humbly preſume'to tender theſe Plain 
Diſcourſes to your Lordſhips favour- 
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= Moſt Humble and Dutiful Servant, 
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the World in them Matter wid \Dreſs for the 
Miis',"- wherein they: were” \firſÞ Penn'd 'and 
Preach'd, # upon them the advan- 
age of a Review," rhar ſo they % have that 
Accuracy and CorreFneſs as wightjib aero nth 4 
Publick & Appearanice.* YALWESE NO Y LB IVY H03 

I ans not inſenſ le how wel I /arniſhed wy Pre . 
ſent Age is with Proviſions thre. bins," ſo far 
fepes that; that wigat ori i» #his re/pets 
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Task for 4ny-one- Perſon:Y: would agree 
«por the Performance. | ' 

be a work of excellews Vſe.as well: 85 Nos, 
and withal. «: Monaxernt of Shame aud 
(Condemnation #0 thoſe of aur. Diſſenters,. who are 


fo Silly and: ſolmpadent, 4s to:make this one-of 


their Pleas for leaving the: Church , |berauſe 


4-4 have berter Preaching i ins Conventicle. 


© \ Bur halt this ſhauld hotntneilins. as Objects 
on agcinſ the preſent performance, that the Age 
ts/o rich in theſe Provifeee, I conſider withal 
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Mo LO be allowed that he pref 7h be ; 
dvents ex of if beth s, Preaching'avd Wei. 
fb beyond what former Apes. could ever 
a and that (riftians mow have'A4 aftan. 
ces Is as much beyond thoſt of the Primitvve 
Chriſtians a3 thitrs were beyond thoſe of the 
Heathen World 3 and yet ( which tr both trange 
ant lanientable t0 confi 5 ) they dxtelled us 2s 
much in Goodneſs, "as we do them in Learniulty 
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* with "15. tobe feared it 
ihe a much aL Condition tl 
them. The Means are therefore to be continged, 
whatever the Event and Succeſs be, which us 
God's: concern, not Ours. + And 1 further con- 
ſider, that the badneſs of the Age under the grea- 


teſt helps to Goodneſs is ſo far from being a rea- 


ſonable diſcouragement againſt endeavours, of 
Reformation, that there t« great reaſon to think 
that God reſerves the beſt Remedies and. Aſſi- 
ſtances againſt the worif Times, that when the 
Malignity of the Contagion is at ſtrongeſt, it 


may have a Proportionable Antidote. " 
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greateſt helps and advantages > goodneſs, the 
Age is then always wori#. The Obſervation T 
confeſs is too true, but the Conſequence that is 
made from it, may 1 conceive be taken off, by 
ſuppoſing that this comes to paſs by the ſpecial 
Aſfzenment of God's Providence, reſerving the 
beſt aſſiſtances againſt the worit times, and: not 
by any Natural (onnexion that is between the 
things themſelues in order to ſuch a TJun- 
Fure. 


Upon theſe Conſiderations I am encouraged 
fo ſend theſe Diſcourſes abroad, having this 
only to ſay concerning them, that as the $ _— 
of them are of extraordinary importance, ſo 1 
think they do not fall very much beneath what 
they undertake for in their ſeveral Titles; that 
they conſiſt of very weighty and ſerious matter, 
and are indifferently Corrett as to their Compo- 
fron; that they ſpeak, both to the Reaſon and 
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' The Children of this World "ave ' in their 


' DISCOURSE. 


CONCERNING 


VOL: W 


Luke 16. $8: 


Generation Wiſer than the Children of 
Light. 


F. all the infinite Follies incident 
to Mankind, there-:1s none that 
may more juſtly imploy both'our 
Pity and our Admiragion than. an 

Ill timed, Miſplaced and Dilproportiogate 
Wiſdom. The thorough Fool is not. nighſd 
great a Prodigy as the Hal-wiſe Man ; nbr 
is a ſtark unitorm Ignorance ſo myſterious 
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and unaccountable as an uneven miſcondu- 
Qed Prudence. Of this latter we may con- 
ceive Two ſorts, either a propoſal of a 
wrong End, or an undue proſecution of a 
right one. In the former, the Man is ſup- 
poſed to be right enough in his Meays, but 
to be wrong in his Ed; in the latter, he is 
ſuppoſed-to /be as. right in his Exd, but to 
be wrong in his Means. In the former, we 
conſider the Man. as. Wiſe , in little things, 


and a Fool in great concerns; Wiſe where 


Wiſdom-might be ſpared, :and a Fool: where 
*is highly necefſary. Inthe latter,. we con- 
fider him as not ſo wiſe in great things, as 
either himſelf or another 1512 little things, 
And thisI take to be a ſtranger ſort of Folly 
than the former; for here the Man is ſup- 
poſed to be ſo wiſe, as to have aim'd at the 
true Mark, and to have fixed upon a right 
End, but.yet withal at the ſame time to be 
ſo mucha Fool, as not to-proſecute this right 
End as prudently and carefully as the other 
does a wrong one ; which truly 1s a very 
odd Combination. *Tis a great Folly not 
to propoſe a good End, and he that fails in 
this part, can never expeCt tohaveany thing 
orderly and regular in the' whole courſe of 
his' Life: Such a Man ( if he deſerve that 
Name ) lives Backward, and. the longer he 
lives, and the” more a@ive and bufie he is, 
the -more he 1s led out of his way, and the 

| os further 
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but live:at-Rovers,' wit any'End:or:De+ 
fign : at /all,; zhan'to propoſe! an;End to him- 
{elf that is+nori good. © / The former indeed 
ſeems to be. more ſottiſh and ftupid; \and'to 
haye leſs of Soul:aridd Thoughr-ia it 3 but:the 
latter, if I miſtake not, 'is more; dangerous 
and miſchievous, and will lead'a Man int 
more fatal Miſcarriages. ::'; - | 
+: Þut 


:it be:ſo:great a Folly not to 
propoſe a .good End,':yet: it ſeems a much 
ſtranger Folly not to proſecute it! when you 
have propoſed it, and when-one has attains 
ed fo far, not to/proceed further: ''The Rea» 
ſon may be obvious why. a. Man-does not 
propoſe a good End, -for he may want clear- 
| neſs of Underſtanding todiſcern which is fo. 
But he that bas propoſed aright, ſhews. by 
his very doing ſo, that he does not want that. 
The rightneſs of his Aim ſufficiently argues 
the goodneſs of his Eye-ſight, and why then 
he ſhould not profecute his well-choſen End, 
is ſomewhat unaccountable : :And beſides, 
the greatneſs and the goodneſs of the End, 
has a natural and genuin efficacy: both to 
quicken and to regulate the execution of it ; 
| -and the more conſiderable the End is, the 
more it has of this Influence. ''' As the Means 
themſelves do! take their meaſure from the 


End, ſo does the execution of them too, and 
the 


is the Bad 


the more weighty and concern; 


en; the:more preſſing ing; is 
the engagement tha: keo upon ei ts 
both to chuſe- fic and proper Means for the 
conmipaſſing| it, and to be diligent in the uſe 
and application of: them when choſen. So 
that whether we regard that rational Li 
and diſcernment of Mind/! which he diſco 
vers himſelf ro-be Maſter of that propoſes: - 
right End, or that aid and afliſtance which 
is communicated to him fromthe weight 
and moment of the Endirt ſelf, ( which cans 
not but help on- its own proſecution, ) the 
Folly of not proſecuting .a well-propoſed 
End, will appear to be of allothers the mott 
ſtrange and amazing. 
- And yet this is that Folly which is more 
or leſs chargeable upon the Wiſeſt of Meng 
thofe who have duly confidered, and taken 
a juſt meaſure both of themſelves-and' of the 
World without them; that have well exa- 
mined and fifted our>the capacities of their 
Nature, and the utter inſufficiency of all cre- 


them all, and who accordingly upon the 
ſtrength of this Conviction, have gone out 
of the Circle of this World for their Happt- 
neſs, and have propoſed to themſelves the 


4 PaadiealDſſcoutrſesupon — Vol.'11; 


[ ated Good \to fill thoſe Capacities ; thoſe 
that have duly prized and valued the whole | 
Inventory of this Worlds Goods, and have | 
fixed a general Inſcription of Yanity upon | 


ſupream | 
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dren of Light: E Men are charge 
able re this iranpe Folly, -and/ it is here 


aQtually charged upon'thatn;by the eternal 
and ſubſtantial ikke of God 18 thishbis 
weighty Remark upout the: Politick Straras 
gem of the unjuſt Steward, :The:Children of 
this World art in their Gimration, wiſer than 
the Children of Light. 55h 2 SH): 21 

In the Words'there mn implied, 
and fometliing direttly! «fſerred. - ?Tis impli- 
&d, Or; _”_ Tore 3 | _—— 

1. That there are a ſort of Men who are 
Children ofthis World; :that is,” who! make 
the Good of this Workd*their End, and feeck 
no furthet-for their 'Reft. and! Happineſs: 
*Tis unplicd: again on the other fide, * 

2. Thatithereare a fort of Men who are 
Children: of Light, who! look: beyond: this 
Sphere of Vanity, and black Vale of Mifery, 
and propoſe to themſelves the Beatitudes of 
another Life, as their trueand laſt End; and 
theſe our Lord calls Children of Light, both 
from the .05je# of their Choice, ( the Glo- 
ries of Heaven being frequently repreſented 
in Scripture under the Symbol of Light, ) 
and from their Wiſdom in chuſing it. *Tis 
implied again, 

3- Thatthe former of theſe notwithſtand- 
ing the preference here given them, do not 

at 
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& PuanetiealDiſcourſesupon VolTE 
aÞ according-toithe meaſures-oftrus-Wil: 
dot ;- and therefore' our Eordidoes 'notſiy 
abſolutely thar:theyiare Wile, :burionly that 
they are Wiſer in.their Generation,” © cs 
lz4- The t afferred:by our Lord 
1s:this,: That ding their want of 
ae ena Win hc bei Ge 
p Er in ther: 

parwtngrac rain of LEight:” 'Thae 
is, that however they are befoot?'d in the 
Choice: of thetr:End; yer they make more 
prudent: Proviſfions«for ts Attainment and 
Security,' and proſecute it by more apt ane 
le Mens, and with greater:-Cunning 
and Diligence: o' have choſen a 
hetter, do theirs. -1/Mnd-inthis the Children 
of his World; pane great” Fools; are: yet 
intheir Generationz/1n their- way and man- 
ner, Wiſer. ttianthe.Children of Eight. 

: {Theſe : I-ſhall-make- diſtin& 'Subjets of 
Diſcourſe.; to/cach'of which I ſhall ſpeak 
according to' the:preſent Order, 

And firſt of all; /*tis. implied; that hers 
are:a ſort of Men, who are Children of this 
World, who. make the Good of this World 
their End, and ſeek no further for their Reſt 
and Happineſs..: 'Tis I confeſs ftrange that 
there ſhould be any-ſuch, . conſidering that 
the World is no proper Boundary for the 
Soul even in its Natural Capacity, much leſs 
in its Spiritual: ?Tis too cheap and inconhi- 


derable 
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Vol.11; ſeveral Divine Subjects. —=+ 
derable a 'Good for an Immortal Spirit, 
much'more for a Divine Nature.” And 
; | foredid not the .Commonneſs of the thing 
take off ' from the” Wonder, *rwould feem 
no doubt as great a Prodigy to ſee a Man 
make the World: his End, as to fee a Stone 
hang in the Air, For what is it elſe for a 
Man; the weight of- whoſe Nature preſſes 
hard towards a ſtable and never failing Cen- 
ter, to ſtop ſhort in a fluid and yielding 
Medium, and take up with the (lender ftays 
- | of Vanity, and lean upon the Dream of a 
» | Shadow ? I ſay, why is not thisto be look'd 


upon as: equally ftrange and preternatural, 
as a Stone's hayging in the Air ? Is not the 
+ | Air as proper a Boundary for a Store, as the 
; | World is fora Soul? And why then is not 
* | oneas ſtrange as = other ? For in the Firſt 
place, one would think it next to impoſſible, 
that a Man who thinks at all, ſhould not 
conſider frequently and thoroughly the va- 
. | nity and emptineſs of all Worldly Good, the 
| ſhortneſs and uncertainty of Life, the cer- 
- | tainty of Dying, and the uncertainty of the 
+ | Time when; the Immortality of the Soul, 

| the doubtful and momentous Iſſues of Eter- 
nity, the Terrours of Damnation, and the 
Glorious things which are ſpoken, and which 
cannot beuttered of the City of God, Theſe 
are/Meditations ſo very obvious, ſo almoſt 

unavoidable, and that ſo block up a Mans 


- Fi 


, but ſuffer it to lye dormant and unaftive | 


8. Patical Diſeouras)/upon = Vol.'t, 
way 4 atid- befides they are fo very unpors. 
taptand-concerning, that for my part] wan- 
der how's Nan can think of any thing clic. 
Andifa Man daes _ and tevolvetheſe 
things, one wauld think it yetmore impoſit- 
ble that he ſhould make fo vain a thing as 
this World, his Eod ; that he ſhould think 
of Building Tabernacles of Reft on this fide 
the Grave, and fay, it i good to be here. So 
that upon the whole matter, were a Man 
put to theQueftion, whethet 'twere poſſible 
that a Rational and Thioking Creature as 
Mano is; ſhould befafar a Child of this Warld, 
as tomake the Good of it his End, and feek 
no further for Reft and Happineſs; were a 
Man I ſay to conſider this only in Notionand 
Theory, without having any recourſe taQb- 
ſervation and Experience, he would go nigh 
to refolve the Queſtion in the Negative, and 
think ir impoſſible that he who is capable of 
Chubong at all, ſhould Chuſe fo ill. | 
Burt, whether *tis that Men do not bear- ' 
tily believe ſuch a thing as a future ftate of | 
Happineſs and Miſery ; or if they do, that 
they do not aQtually and ſcrioufly confiderir, | 


within them, and ſo are as little affected | 

withit, as if they did not believe it; orthat 

they look upon it through that End of the 

PerſpeFive which repreſents itas a great way 

off, and ſo are more vigorouſly drawn by 
| t 
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the Nearer, though Leſſer Loddftone ; of 
whatever other cauſe ma _ beaſſigned 3 for it; 
we are too well affured from peri 
_ Fm err] _= pon -, a, 
thro ale of Miſery, uſe 
joan only as en 
but fully co quench and ſaichie their Thirft.; 
Pal. 84. 6; 14 inyue gqwrecrrus, a8 the Apoſtle 
Phraſes it, who mind and relifþ Exrthly things, 
Phil. 3. 19. who make the" Good of this 


| World their laft Aim, the Sum total of their 


Wiſhes, the upſhot of their Deſires and Ex+ 
peRtations, their End : Who love itas they 
are Commanded to love God, with all theit 
Heart, Soul, Mind and Streagth, who reſt 
and lean n. upon the World with the whole 
ſtreſs and full weight of their Being, who 
out-do the Curſe of the Serpent, ad whoſe 

very Soal Gleaves to the Datt. | 
For I demand, 1s not the Intereſt of this 
Animal Life, the great Governing Principle 
of the World ? Are not the Policies of the 
Stateſiman, and the little Uader-crafts of the 
Plebeian, all putinto Motion by this Spriog, 
and _ guided and determined by this Mea- 
ſure ? 1s not every thing almoſt reckoned 
Profitable only ſo far as it conduces to ſome 
Temporal Intereft, infomuch, that the ve- 
ry Name Ia##reft, is almoſt appropriared to 
Worldly Advantage ? And 1s not this the 
great Bias of Mankind ? Is not moſt of the 
B 4 Noife 


10 Practical Diſcourſes upon Vol. IL. 
Noiſe and Buſtle that is in the World, about 
the World it ſelf, who ſhall have the grea- 
teſt Share. of ir, and make the greateſt Fi- 

einit? Do we not ſee Men all fer and 
intent upon the World, that lay themſelves 
out wholly upon it, and that can reliſh-no- 


thing but what has relation to it ? Men that 


ſcem to grow into the Soil where they dwell, 
and to have their Heads and Hearts faſtened 
to the Ground with as many Cords and Fi- 


bres, as the Root of a Tree ; and that ſeem 
to be ſtaked down and nailed faſt- to rhe 


Earth, and that can no more be moved from 
it, than the Earth it ſelf can from its Cen- 
ter': In one Word, Men of whom it may 
be ſaid without Cenſure, that the World 1s 


\ their God, and its Pleaſures, Honours, and 


Profit, their Trinity. 

Nor is this matter of Pra#ice only, but of 
Opinion too; for we know there have been 
ſome among the Antient Philoſophers, who 
have exprefly taught, that the End of Man, 


the Totum Hominzs, lies in the Good of the | 


Animal Life, in the Pleaſure of the groſfſer | 


Senſes. Thus we know did Ariſtippus, Cy- 
renes, and a whole Se of Philoſophers at- 
ter him, called (yrezaici 3 which Opinion is 
alſo charged upon Epicurus byCicero, and by 
many of the Fathers of the Church : And 


the Charge is ſtill believed and entertained 
among many Perſons of ſufficient Learning 


and 
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Vol.'IF. ſeveral Divine-Subjeas, 1n 
and\Worth,; notwithſtanding the favourable 
and plauſible Plea Monſiesr Geſſend; has of- 
fered in the behalf of his Maſter: - But the 
her eaer th Is prov m_ are TR in 
ions of ; who enjoy the Advan- 
nw ofa Revealed Religion, ang thar in its 
{ Perfetion and Conſummation too, and 
yet-take no higher-Aim than at the Good of 
this World, and in dire& Contradiion. to 
our Saviours Aphoriſm; think that the Life, 
that. is,” che trye Intereſt and Happineſs of 
Man-does conſiſt inthe Abundance of things 
which he poſicles, Eake 22.15. 
- To our Experience, we may add the At- 


| teſtations of Scripture, which gives ſeveral 
! intimations of this low-ſunk, wretched and 


deplorable Degeneracy of Soul. To inſtance 


| 1nafew, does not Joy (ay in vindication of 


his [ategrity, 1f 1 made Gold my Fiope, 


| or have ſaid to the Fine Gold, thou art my Con- 
| fidence'? -Job 31.24. Imploying that ſome 
| there were that did ſo. And does not the 
| Pfalmiſt ſay, P/al.; 52. 8. Lo this is the Man 
| that took not God for his Strength, but truſted 
| tu the-multitude of his Riches, and ſtrengthen- 
| ed himſelf in bis Wickedneſs ? And does not 


the Apoſtle tell us of ſome whoſe God is their 
Bely, Phil. 3. 19. and of others, . whofe God- 


| lineſs is their Gain ? 1 Tim. 6. 5. And what 
| elſe does the Apoſtle mean, when he ſaysof 
| Copetouſneſs, that it is [dolatry ? Does he not 


B 3 thereby 


32 Paagical Diſcourſes -upan Vol. IL 
thereby intimate, char the: Covetous Wretch 
not only delights in his Pollefſfions, ' and loves 
to: count over his ans ( for this a Man 
may do-withour be ow Idolater, ) but that 
be places his End chief Happineſ-in his 
Treaf ures, | that he fallsdown and adores his 
Golden, Calf; and inthe; forementioned 
Fbraſe. of Job, makes Gold his Hope, and 
o_ to the'Fine Gold, Thou art my Conſe- 
ence f 


are nor all under this Eclypſe, nor is this 
Darkneſs ſpread over the whole Face of the 
Deep ; Light and Darkneſs djvide the Mo- 


ral as well as the Natural World, though 
With the difference of _—_—_ Proportions; 


the Darker is here the b igger ſide. There 
arehowever, though got fo many, yer there 
are Secondly, a ſort n who are Chil- 


dren of Light, whoſe Minds are more Ulu- | 


minatfed, and:their Eyemoreclear and ſingle, 
who-look beyond tlie Veil of the Material 
World, the Beauty of which can neither 
charm, nor its Thickneſs dctaia their pierc- 
ing Sigbt, and propoſe to themſelves che 
Beatitudes of another Life as their true and 


laſt End.” This many do in Profeſſion, and | 


ſome in Reality : In Profeſſion all Chriſtians 
doit, to whom therefore the Title of Chil- 
dren of Light is promiſcuoully given by the 
Apoſite, g Theſ. 5- F Te are al the Children 


of 


- 
— 


©" But the Minds of Men (thanks be toGod) 
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Night, nor of Darineſ;: That is as 
concerns Profeſſion and Solemn Uan- 
ring. But that: which all Chriſtians 


coſe. fome oo TD "propoling eo 
—_— 


themſelves Habirauly at 
of the arber Workd as their laft End, bei 
by repeared Experiences, as'well as rati 
RefleRions upon - the Nature of things, a- 
bundamly convinced: of rhe-vanity of #5r, 
, | And theſe indeed aim ac the right Mark; 
' {| thoughall of chem have nota Hand ſteddy 
| |] enough cohir ic. 
| 7 Bur to return again to the Childreth of 
| this World, 'tis implied ia che Third Place, 
7 chat theſe do not aft according to the Meu- 
ſures of true Wiſdom ; for our Lord does 
' |] not ſay abſolutely that they are Wile, but 
_ 1 only that they are Wiler in their Generati- 
| 
| 


 ] on; which implies, that abſolutely ſpeak- 
ing, and upon the whole, rhey are not Wiſh 
Indeed they think themſelves Wiſe, and the 
' World for the moſt part is of their Opinion : 

| They are generally eſteemed not only Wiſe, 

| but the only Wiſe Men, Men of Reach and 

/ Deſign, Policy and Condu& ; and he that 
does not play his Game, f6 as to thrive in 
the World, 18 generally pitied more for his 
| Fol, than for his Poverty. Nay hence, and 
| hence oaly, are raken the Meaſtres of Wil- 

\ dom and Prudence, and this is made the 
| | | B 4 Rule 


| is a Shrewd Man, and he that can't is either 


x4 Practical Diſcourſes upon Vol; 1t 
Rule and Standard of all Policy and Diſcre- 
tion ; a Man'is counted ſo far Wiſe, and no 
farther, than he knows how to get an E- 
ſtate, to raiſe a Family, ' to-give Birth to-a 
Name, and make himſelf. great and confi- 
derable in the World:: . He that can do this, 


Pitied or Laught at (according to the Hu- 
mor the Warld'sin ) by thoſe that can. 

. Neither is it any Allay. or Abatement of 1 1 
their CharaRter, toſay that allthis is brought | E 
about by Siniſter and Indire& Means, by | 
Fraud and Couſenage, by Deceit and Cor» | 1, 
rupt Proceedings : This rather Commends | t 
the Parts and Ingenuity of the Man, ſhews | c 
him to be a Man of Art and Contrivance, | 
and. that he owes his Succeſs more to good |} \ 
Managemeat,. than good Fortune 3 nay, he | i 
that can do thus, isthe Topping Wiſe Man, |} a 
and 1s thought worthy not only to heve, but |} © 
ſo far to. ingro/s the Name, that a Shrewd |] h 
Cunning Man (evenin their own Language ) ' 
is but another Word for a Kzeve. /This is 
the general Senſe of the World. 


aAyMY 9+ as as. Hef of © head + 
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| ſ 
But whateverthe Opinion of Men may be, | I 
weare aſſured by the Apoſtle who had Con- | t 
verſed in the other World as well as in this, {1 
that the Wiſdom of this World is Fooliſhneſs © 
with God ; 1 Cor. 3.19. and if ſo, to beſure | 
'tis Fooliſhneſs in- it ſelf, fince the IntelleCt ; t 
of God is the Meaſure of all Truth. And the ' 
Pſalmiſt ] - 


wW 3TErFſ TT 


wa 4 
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Vol.IT. ſeveral Divine Subjects. 


S 
Plalmiſt of Weld »Minded Men, 
that think their cantinue for c- | 
ver, Lay ny their Lands ae their wn 

ays expreſly, I is 
their yaray Ny A: ſs. And Mira hs he bold- 
ly charges upon them, how ſingular ſoever 
it..might ſeem.; and though :not only the 
preſent Generation of Mca vote them 


{ Wiſe, but eventheir Poſterity; thoſe ofmore 


| we orb 


lance fake Sanity; nor will 
1 tobeleſs wanting i 
| can they deſerve the Title of Wiſe Men, who 


Im proved Reaſoniogs, and more Inlarged 
, ſhould praiſe their Saying. X 

dotheſe Men inthe Bal- 
be found 
in that of Reaſon: For how 


are _ in the very firft and leading part of 


| Wiſdom, the s Chuliog of a Right End? This 


is ſuch a mighty Flaw, as nothing thatcomes 
after can make upor Compenſate for. When 
once a Man has fixed himſelf a wrong End, 
he has cut out a falſe Chanel for the whole 


{ Courſe of his Life, which muſt needs be e- 


ver after one continued Miſtake,: one con- 
ſtant Blunder ; and though he be never ſo 
Ingenious afterward, ro compals this End, 
his Wiſdom comes too late, and does but 
ſerve to inſure ws haſten his Ruin. The 
Ship indeed has good Sails, there is nothing 


| wanting in the Executive part ; but ſteering 


| | toa wrong Pvint, it has this only advantage 


from 


ao ds'06 
bd o Wien that wherein: 


tain:For no Mati 
he takes tobe Good, and firro be Proſecuted, 
Evil as Evil 
of Choice, WIRES 
Means, If Therdfore the E 
Rvil( whichig fete ſuppoſed 
*tis otherwiſe chan what he thoughr it, 
conſequently he was abuſed--and impoſed 
upon in his Choice. | And now let him play 
his 4ficr-game never {d well, and 
his falſe End by nover apt and tom 
ous Methods, the moſt he can preren to, is 


oras torhe 


to drive well in a falſe Road, -#nd the moſt | 
he can juſtly expett is to be thouphr a Cap- | 


ning, but he muſt” never ſ&t up for a Wiſe 
Man. He may indeed paſs for ſuch an one 
among the Mey, as an Ill Atted Part iscom- 
yo. the moſt A plauded by the injudici- 
ous Rabble ofthe Theater. But rhis Wiſdom 
is now Fooliſhneſs with God, the only exaCt 
and unerring Judge, and will one day be 


made appear ſo to ngels and Mey. en | 


alſo ſhall che Children of this World, who 
have been ſo often admired and cryed up for 


their extraordinary Depth and Reach, and 
been 


ſtaken/; and thae this is the jr he Bin? $a 
propoſe to themſelves falſe Endsis moſt cer- 
propoſes any End but what 


nor withier the Poſſibilities 


6 really - 
tdberhs pond 


purſue chis s 
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VoL.IE ſeveral Divine -Sadſeds. 15 
Wealtneſs, ( when yet tis/t60' lare to'bo 
iſe, )and admire the Wi/donras well as the 


range Salvation of thoſt whols' Life they 
pnce thought Madneſs. LY AUT 20A. 
And thus I have done with-the Three 
wings implied in the Text'; 1-now proceed 
i the Foorth place to the thing direatly-Af 
ch is, that notwithſtanding the 
want of true Wiſdom in the Childreti'of rhis 
World, they: ar& howevet wiſer it their Ge- 
neratior than the Childreaof Light. Or in 
jother Words, that howeverthey are befool'd 
in rhe Choice 'of their £nd, yer they make 
ſmnore prudent Proviſions for its Attainment 
and Secuticy;, and Profeente it by more a- 
| greeable Means, and with more Cunning and 
Ditigenice, ' than 'they who have meg 
| Better, do theirs. They are indeed worſe Pri 
|poſers, but they are better Executors, worſe 
Deſigners, but berter Comtrivers. They come 
| vaſtly ſhort indeed of the Children of Light 
Jin the firſt part of Wiſdom, the Choice of z 
'righe End, in which reſpe& rhe Child of 
Light has as mach the Precedency in poinr 
| of Wiſdom, as Heaven is berter than Earth; 
| but then they exceed them as much in the Se- 
[cond the Choice and Application of right 
| Y1CANS, dk * $401 FTOM | 
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Now 


13 Paadical-Diſcourſes upon © Vol.ILL 
Now an dopakenpgrer Two Wages 
Firſt, Tr avs» by,-confidering what 
Grounds; of probability there Noe. Wot: 6 it | 
dly,: 4. poſteriori, b 
ar agine tin hay Fyn ce þ | Men, 
Gt it:willappear that it is (6. 
And Firſt, there are Grounds of probabi- & 
lity and Prefumption that it [ſhould be ſo: 
For it may. bejconſidered in the Firſt place, 1 
that the Children of this World having cho» 
ſen the Good of-the Animal Life Be their 
End, muſt be ſuppoſed to fer the ſame va» þ 
lue, upon it, and to look upon it with the þ 
ſame Eye that the Children of Light: do up-þ 
on Glory Happineſs; And this notwith- 
ſtanding iy ag real Vanity and. Emptineſs : JF 
For. did they, ſee and perceive -that, they 
would never; have choſen it for. their End ; | 
and if they. do not, -then 'tis all one'to them, 
as if it were a Solid and Subſtantial Good, 
and they. prize it-accordingly. © Thus far im 
therefore they both ſtand upon equal Ground. þ 
But then Secondly, 'Tis to be conſidered, | 
that although theſe two Ends conſidered; 
Abſolutely and Simply in themſelves, are a- | 


like valued by their reſpeQive Proponents, lits 
(for then isathingat the higheſt value, when ſo, 
"cis made an End,) yet one of the Scales may {its 
and will receive ſome moments of Advan- lit 
tage mare than the other, from ſome Acci- }{o 
dental and Collateral Circumſtances, which 
may : 


"IP 


fol. 17. feveral Divine Subjents: © 9 
I. may more ſenſibly indear one:of theſe Ends, 


$; ſand give it. a more: C 'Influence 
at ſÞver the Soul that propoſes it : Which indeed 
it Fs the preſent caſe. T1b 


For x/?, 'The good things! of this World 
Ire Preſent, thoſe 'of the other:Remote and 
Diſtant : How far diſtant,” we 'don't know, 
znd are therefore apt to fancy the fartheſt 
: Femove 3 like Travellers, that think the Way 
te, klways longeſt, where they are the greateſt 
Q»- Btrangers. Now we know a preſent Good 
elr has a great Advantage above a far diſtant 
and late Reverſfion. A Candle that is near, 
affets us more than the Sun agreat way off, 
and by its Neighbourhood, out does the 0- 
Thers Bigneſs. And as 'tis in diftance of 
: $Place, ſoit is in diſtance of Time ; a preſent 
o0d though it beleſs, ismore afteQing and 
3 Eoviting, than one of a more Sizeable Dimen- 
100, it it be Future; and there - is more 
Force and Vertue in one Single Now, than in 
far imany Hereafters. "Tis not in the Moral as 
ad. in Phyfical Statice ; there indeed that 
ed, {Weight weighs heavieſt, which is furtheſt 
ed fremoved from the Centre of Motion ; but 
a» Jhere the nearer the Weight, the ſtronger is 
ts, fits Power: And there is this convincing Rea- 
en Hon for it, the Good+that is Preſent, opens 
ay lits {elf allat once to the Soul, and as upon 
N= }it with its fall and intire Force 3 there is not 
xt j{o much as a Ray of its Light but what 
ch ſtrikes 


Ns 5 


ſttikes 'us;': But:now that which is | 


PP Parts 'arid ales v7 mac Sou a 
-oFit is nor; ſeen 'at all; 
Rays of a too diſtant ObjeA'w 


much difj before they cone at os, andflc 
fo:moſt water wer This makes - 
the leaſt Preſent Intereſt, out-weigh a very 


conſiderable Reverſios , ſince the former} a, 
ſtrikes 


upon us with the ftrong Influenceandſe] 
Warmth: of the Neighbour Sold Cle criogs the lat- ſe 
ter with the Faint and Cold G 

a Twiokling Star. And rcoordiogly the the Ho- s 
ly Ghoſt takes notice of it, as anexttaordi-JJj 
nary thing in'Moſes, - and that argued himtoJri 
be a Perſon of gredt Preſence afid Diſcern-J 
ment of Mind, that he could ſo rightly Cal-Jy 
culate his Intereſt, as to prefer the Future 2 
Rewards of Heaven, before the Preſent Glo- fi 
ries of Feypr. 

Then '24/y, The Good Things of this v 
World are not only Preſent and at Hand,Jy 
but Szre and: Certaix ; | mean as to us, for ar 
the other are no leſs ſo in themſelves. We” fe 
are ſure ( as Job ſays) that there is a Vein for} 
the Silver, and « Place for Gold where they fine) cc 
#, Job. 28; Our Senſes inform us of this] ni 
and that's a Teſtimony we feldom reje&t.? ir 
As for the placeof Happineſs, we have heard; tt 
the Fame thereof indeed with our Ears, butj P, 
have neither ſeen it our ſelves, nor diſcourſ-J N 
ed with thoſe that have 3 and although 'tis4 #, 
affured? 


| 
: 


—— 


 heral Divine Sibjoiks.  3t 
;| afſured to .us with as much Evidence as-is 
conſiſtent with! the Nature and Vertue bf 
he Faith, pay with almoſt as much as a thing 
00 FPFuture is capable of z yet Darkneſs and Fear 
ndlcammonly go together, and Men are gene- 
——_—— jealous and diftruſtful abone things 
whereof they areIgnorant, or half Inform'd, 
eras Imp Eyes are _ ro ſtare. 'And 
ndfcthough the Principles of Fuith are in them- 
at-Fſclves as Firm and Firmer than thoſe of Sc#- 
"OL exce, yet'to us?tis not ſo Evident ; nor do 
[0-f we ever afſent ſo ſtrongly to what we Be- 
lieve ( be the Teſtimony never ſo Authen- 
tick, )as we do to what we Know. 
— Then 3d/y, The Good Things of this 
World, as they are Preſent and Sure, ſd do 
© they ſtrike upon the moſt Tender and Impreſ- 
ſible part about us, our Senſes. They at- 
| Frempt us, as the Devil did dam, in our 
his] Weaker part, through the Eve of our Na- 
nd, tures. A Senfible Repreſentation is the ſtrong- 
forleft of all Repreſentationsz a Senſible Repre- 
Wer ſentation even of the Yaniry of the World, 
for} would work more with us, than the Dilſ- 
nel courſe of an Angel about it 3 and I queſtion 
1S,Jnot, but that A/exander the Great was more 
&.7 inwardly affeted when he ſaw the Ruins of 
ard; the Grave of Cyrw, when! he ſaw fo great 
2uty Power reduced to ſuch Narrow Limits, ſuch 
r{-4 Majeſty ſeated on ſuch a Throne ; the Mo- 
tis] merch of 4Afia Hid, or rather Loft in an Ob- 
red {cure 


ry 


# 


i 
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ſcure Cave, a' Stone for his Bed, Cobwebs 
for his Tapeſtry, and all his Pomp and Glo- 
ry.turned into Night and Darkneſs 3 I ſay, 


he was more convinced of the Vanity of 
Greatneſs by thus lively Appeal to hisSenſes, 
than he ever was or could all the grave 
LeRures of his Maſter Ar:fotle. And if the 
Vaxity of the World when ented tothe 
Seals, has ſuch vigorous Effe dn them, 


”— 
what ſhall we think of the Glory of it when 
ſo Repreſented ? How would that Aﬀect 
and Subdae us! 

And this the Devil very well knew and 
conſidered, when he was to Tempt the Son 
of God; his deſign was to decoy him into 
Covetouſneſs and Ambition, and in order to 
this, he might have entertained him with 
fine Diſcourſes about the Wealth and Glo- 
ries of the Terreſtrial Globe, and have read 
him a Geographical Lefiure upon the King- 
doms and Empires of it ; but he knew his 
Advantage better than ſo, and choſe rather 
to draw a Viſionery Landskip before him, and 
preſent him with a Senſible Idea of all this, 
knowing by old Experience how much more 
apt the Senſes are to take Impreſſion, than 
any other Faculty of Man. 

Now this is the great advantage that the 
Good Things of this World have, they are 
obvious to our Senſes, we See them, we Hear 
them, we Smel/them, we Taft them, we go 
an 
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Firſt prot ſumed?that: eo Halls 
erred ſo far as "this their End, arein 
all prob ke to 


ly, and'yalu '3t more hi 
dren” of Li ht DONER 
theſe Sen 
dations, horror and if (0, it foes FR 
lows, that: of neceflity they muſt be more 
heartily concerned ford its Attainment, and 
conſequently more' Wary in the Choice, and 
| more Diligent in the V/e of ſuch Means as 

ſerve to that purpoſe. Por the Love of the 
Means always recelves its Meaſure from thar 
of the End. 

And thus we ſee what orountla of proba- 
bility there are, that it ſhould beſo. I'come 
now in the Second Place, briefly rocompare 
the Proceedings. of cach of theſe Men, 

C where. 
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and irs gain gheig Tote though thoy loſe 


every 
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re; afd 0 i fore po 5 D AVSR 
afar ee above” alf 3 Aon yet win 
come rhe fer v port By'# Temptation; 
9 rave before cherh che Charttis'of leaſtire;, 
ar the Terrors of Pain, or tobe preffed with 
either Hopes” of Gain or Feat of Loſs ; in 
forr, when they come” to! Have any other 
confiderable Tnrereft bronght xtro Comperts 
riod 'wirt char whict they made cit Errd; 
witf they nor then ſoffer'a prefent Torerrop= 
riocroftheir former Judgment, and'afually 
adervatue what they Habirualh' prefer: ? 
Will they norenter into a Cloud of Dark- 
nefs and Obfeuriry, loſe the-preſenr Lighr of 
cheir forrter Convictions, ard ſoaft asFool- 
ifhly as thoſe that'never had any better Prics 
ciples, or truer Sentiments? Wilt they not: 


prove Falſe to their Caufe and to rhemſelves, 
C 2 make 


_ Again Secondly, The Children of this 
World they. will ſpare no Has 4 
they, loſe no 1zme:or Opportunity for the 3c 
curing a Temporal Intereſt. - They greedily 
Seize upon the:next Minute, take Opportu- 
nity by the Fore/ock, and. make haſte, to. be 
Rich, though by doing ſo, \they know they 
ſhall not be Innocent. They carefully ob- 
ſerve every Seaſon, lay hold upon the Firſt 
that comes, and. will be ſure to ſtrike Sail 
with the very next Wind that will carry 
them totheir Port. They know very well, 
that the preſent time is the only time they 
are Maſters of, and that they may reckon 
upon as their own, and therefore that they 
will be ſure to Improve, and not truſt to 
the Uncertaintics and Contingencies of Fu- 
turity. Let but a Queſtion ariſe about their 
Title to their Eſtate, and they can't ſleep till 
it be cleard up and confirm'd. Let buta 
Place of Dignity or Profit fall, and _y 

wnart 


$2 
Prizers of Time, and fuch Improvers of Op- 
otrunity ? T'were well if they were. For 
what is more common than to ſee Men, not 
only the pro fe 7 wicked and bv. 9 
buteven tho! :'who.have ſettheir Faces Szon- 
wird, "and propoſe. Heaven a5 their End, to 
procraftinate arid adjourn their Repentance 
from Day to Day; from 'Month ro Month, 
from Year to Year,to delay their Preparations 
for Fry Oh toSleep Soundly and Secure- 
Iy, in a Doubtfu!, and ſometimes in a Damna- 
JeandTrreconciled State zand all this, though 
they know ' how ſhort and uncertain their 
Lives are,rthat 'tis but a Brearhand aVaporthar 
ſoon paſles away, and we are gone. Though 
they Loow that there is but this one time of 
Probation, and that there is no Work,nor Device, 
nor Knowledg, nor Wiſdom in the Grave, Eccl. 
9. 10. Though they know that Now #s the ac- 
cepted time, that Now is the Day of Salvation, 
2 Cor. 6. 2. 

Again Thirdly , the Children of this 
World, as they will loſe no Time, ſo nei- 
ther will they let ſlip any other Advantage of 
advancing their Forrunes, and of providing 
| C 5 againſt 
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Accaunts, that ſo when his. Maſter ſhauld 
Diſcard him, hex 10 Reqyizal of his Kigd- 
neſs, might Reeetve and Harbour him. 

But now are the Children of Light (o cars- 
ful ro piake ujc of all Helps and repay that 
may further ther in the Attainment of their 
nn End? Such as the Grace of God, Hgp- 
pineſs of Tempes and Complexion, Gaog E- 
ducatioa , Well-diſppled Cirgymſtanges of 
Lite, the 'Goad Examples of others, Advice 
of Spirizya] Perſons, 2n9, the like, Beliges, 


arc 
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Bb do) the Children! of Eipht tiles the 
firie'Cart'th zv6itl aff Appettancevor Evil, 
11/SpiticthbFDiigers, aud 21 OtcaRbris'2nd 
Pertiptations of Sinning” afainft Golf adhd 
ticit'own-H&ppintls 7 rayitidecd;-atld 
4 our 


for 

hdothe CHildrep! ach 'orld 
0 > AE. om; 
at. ſhame we 
muſt Conte: ubt,or Diſ- 
pute.-in; the Ls <a TOE, has 

PR | along. very unequal,, and the Ons 
_ apparent; we are utterly: Diſtanc'd 
the Race,. and ſee the Prize of Wiſdom ks 
away, before us. We. have indeed in our Eye 
a wa Nobler Mark, but we want a ſted- 
dy. Hand.. Our End 1s" better . than theirs, 
but our Management is not ſo good. And 
what a ſhame is it for. us that have propoſed 
a Greater and a better End, and are alſo 
more Inftratted in the Choice of Means, 
(which are pointed out and deſcribed to- us 
by Gad himſclf,) tabe yet fo far out-witted 


by 


the 
Politicks of the Dark Kingdom, = the 
Children of this World 2. Imitate them I ſay, 
not in the Choice ofthe Exa, :( which indend 
is. very\Poorand-low;) butiin thar W3/aow, 
Diligence and Cate wherewith they proſecute 
it, andbe as Wile at leaſt unto Salvation, as 
they are to Deſtrn#ion.Gotothe Apt thouS lug- 
ard, ſays Solomon, conſeder ber Was, and be 
Wit. Proy.6, 6.:And may I not.in like man- 
ner beſpeak the greateſt part, even of pioully 
diſpoſed Chriſtians, Goto, rhe Men of the 

World, and.|earn Wiſdom 2; .: - 

Let us then be as Wile as thele Serpents ; ; 
and ſince, we have Choſen the Berrer Part, 
and are ſo nigh to the.Kiogdom of God, ler 
us not for the want of Oze thing, mils of be- 
ing completly. Wiſe and Happy. But as 
we have. made a good Choice, let us proſe- 
cute it with. equal Prudence. So will ovr 
Wiſdom be Whole and ſntire, Uniform and 
Conſiſtent, Blameleſs and Irreprehenlible 3 

in 


a 
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Job. 7. 2:46 $6: Jnkes tot avcordeng a6 the 4p- 
pens ant, Tar podee pg TE: 
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4x 3-to 
Prejudicrs arid Partial 
ries, --byp# mravel aft his former Senrimerits, to 
unthiok all his Pre-conceived' Opinivas, and 
fo reduce his Soul ro the natural Simpficity 
of a Blank Tabte, and tor the Fndifftrency of 
an everant well poiſed Ballznee. For avit 
matrers mucty in r eſererts tour Adios, 
what our Sentinents' and" J of 
bow $ as wy becauſe: we'dlways at av ar tht 
pr GET, Y kr it * --4 
Reputarity an righrnefs. of 6nr' 
ments whrarrfic rh. ard Diſpofition'sf 
our 


bs 10 ec muſt be ro: 


quiry: ae ill Truth. /-: Bur to the __ 
urpole,. if my be enqugh to. remark, thay 
rejudices and Trane as well as. viti- 
ous Hahits, a crals, Conſtiurian, and agrols 
Texture ol Blond and Spwits, do Cloudand 
Pervert,, the Underfandiog,. and take away 
the Keg. of Knanlgas, "This is. that, Vez! 
which (as ths Apoltic PPREYs 2 oo. 3 
4- remain'd untaken, away uv 
the Reading of the Qld Gy And 
which hindered them from underſtanding tt 


and 


and rnzde them ftand ofit in defian 
all the Divine Precepts 'and 4 Cit 
Works of the 'Son'of God,” whoſe Divinity 
through this Veil of Prejudice*they could not 
diſcern. It was a greater hindrante to them 
in Fitinguiſhing the CharaQter of his Perſon, 
than the Veil of his own Fleſh was; or the 
Myſtery 'of the Izcarnation. This therefore 
muſt "be removed by the Chriſtian as well 
as by the'Philoſopher, and the Soul muſt be 
Purged' before it can be enlightened, Freed 
from Prejudices and falſe Appearances before 
it-can be from Errorsand Miſapprehenſions. 
Without this Purity of Heart, theres will be 
ſo little Clearneſs of Head, that letour Parts 
ſtand upon never ſo great Advantages, ei- 
ther of Art or of Nature, we ſhall nerther be 
right in-ogr Determinations of things, nor 
juſt in our Cenſure ofPerſons ; neither Wiſe 


19 our Diſcourſes, nor Righteous in our Sen- . 


tences ; we ſhall neither maintain T7#h nor 
Charity. All which is briefly Intimated and 
ſummarily Contained 1n this Admonition of 
our Saviour to the prejudiced and partially 
afteted Jews, Judge not according to the Ap- 
pearance, but judge Righteous Judgment. 

InDiſcourſing upon which Words, Iſhall 
Firſt of all Inquire, what it is in general to 
judge according to Appearance ? 

Secondly, Whether all judging according 
to Appearance, be oppoſed to judging Righ- 
teus 


| 
F 


- 


. teous 
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ous Judgment, and conſequently; here. for- 
al «tf rel eg i. OT ; * | 2 LDIC my I'S 
Thirdly, If all be not, which it.15 that is 
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Laſtly, T ſhall ſhew the great '|Reafona- 
onroTigg Neceſlity. of the Precept,. and 

onciude., _ b n 22200 bk Ea 

[ begin with the firſt Inquiry, what it is 
in general.to Judge according to Appearaxce. 
Now this willbe beſt known by conſidering 
the import of the Terms ſeverally._By Judg- 
ing therefore, is properly underſtood. that 
attion'of the Mind which either joins the 
Attribute with the SubjeQ, or ſeparates it 
from it. | Or to ſpeak leſs Artificially,' and 
more to Common Apprehenſion, which, ei- 
ther affirms or denies one thing of another. 
By Appearance, 1 underſtand the Repreſen- 
tation-; of "the Obje& to the Mind, with its 
Motives and Arguments, true or falſe, in 
order either toaffent or diſſent. So that to 
Judge according to Appearance, is in. other 
Words toaffirm or deny one thing of ano- 
ther, upon the repreſentation of certain Ar- 
guments or Motives, to Believe, Think, or 
to be Aſſured that a thing is ſo or ſo, upon 
ſuch and ſuch Grounds ; and ſo it takes in 
the Three-fold kind of Aﬀent, and that in 
all the variety of Degree, Faith, Opinion, and 
Science, with this only difference between 
them, that whereas - Faith and Opinion do 
not 


Prartient iffanietectnipiort Vol. It, 
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but are = bis t 


ly bills 
md&s, Cfor i Man may believe wil Fink 
falſe as well as upon good Grounds. ) 
Shivtice ce does abs Roſs Ta da eag re- 
Laver's (ent dee ang cat 
proceed but upon ſufficient Groun EET 
" And'rhis'T Minit cient.in” Anfwer ain 
the" Firſt" Queſtion's, "Lprocetd there 
e 'Secondly;* whether aft Jud og Na 
coliiog to' Appearance, be oppoſed 't# jndp- 
ing Righittous Judgment, and conſequently 
here forbidden. -But"we' need not. inquire 
long” abour 3 It, for 'tis moſt certain that alk is 
not ;* for if it were; rhere could than be no 


ſuch thing as 7:30 at Rightions 7 wag views which 
our. Saviour C pers Jt nf therefore Sup- 


poſes. - *Nay, there ers cool no ſuch thing as 
Judgivg ar all, becauſe alf manner of Judg- 
ment. is grounded upon the Appearance. of 
things, and withour forne motive of Perſwa- 
fion, ſome. fhew 'of Truth; ne Man cn in 
any degree be Perſwaded. For the Under- 
ſtanding, can no more be determined with- 
out an Appearance of Truth, than.the Will 
cart without an Appearance of Good: And 
conſequently 'tis as abſurd, that all Judging 
according to Appearance ſhould: be Crimi- 
nal, as that all F//izg according to Appea- 
rance ſhould be fa. For then indeedallman- 


ner of Judgment would be Varighiteous, and 
A 


and; Eres 
their Iavellathual Pownrry no becauſe there 
i5.9Q ae ew becayly WR qrnenars 
Embrace hgr, #;. ” 

Since therefore, all Jud ing according 
FRNCE, 1 NOE op 1+ Teh 
£mens, nar-coplequently hereFarbidden, 
IF; GNAGeTD By If Inquire ae: the Third place, 
TT dg tho com 

rſt #9 a Mas upon c 

and tull Evidence, is ootithay Judging ac» 
wg. wed x pry) winch is! hete For- 
«. 89 us Judgrent > 
Nzy this. is op heeous Judgment: 
that 628; he, fav this is the; due, uſe of our 
yJothe right Bxerciſe where» 
of,. '$ig_1mpoſbble there ſhould: be aty Miſe 
carriage, l do natmake amenrjudgingRight» 
ly, ox according to what. is Tave,. to bea due: 
vieofeur Uaderfiandiogs; far though a Man: 
give his Judgmant according to Truth, yer 
tf he be detarmpingd toſych an Aﬀent by: in-+, 
camperent Motives, he.does notufe his Un- 
derftapging aright 3 but if is be ina Matter 
of bare, Spegulation, igguiley of Levirx and 
Raflaneſs1, ik in 3 thing whereia his Brothers 
Reputawoen & concerned, of Uncharity and 
Cenſanionfne/r. But if my Judgment of ano» 


ther 


Wo 
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ciple wore the up i, yon - 
Sa of Juſtice, the ſevereſt WEE mio 
diFs are Juſlifed by the Sufficiency of the 
Evidence. - 

And akiers is!che ſame/edmimen Reaſari 
and/Meaſure' for the more private. Court of 
Conſcience, thar there is for the tiiore publick' 
ones, and that which warrants the Proceeds 

ings of either, will juſtifie'both ;' ſo that- if 
it-be lawful fora Jury to bring in a Verdi: 
of the highet- Guilt againſt a Man up6n' 
clear Evidence;' any Private-Perſon may al-' 
ſo -upon''the like Grounds! paſs the like Ill 
ment concerning any Man within his 
own Breaſt,” and in his Thoughts pronounce. 
him/ a Criminal, if he has' good; Evidence 
for-ſuch'a Judgment. Thus if I ſee a Man 
live-in-a conſtant courſe of Vice, in open De- 
fiance to all Laws both Human-and Divine, 
to Wallow in: all manner of Beftiality, and 
drink down Iniquity with Greedineſs, I may 
ſafely and innocently pronounce him an Ilt 


- - Man. Firſt, becauſe 'tis not in a Man's Pow- 


er to ſuſpend ſuch a Judgment, any more 
than 'tis to reſiſt a Demonſtration in Mathe- 
maticks, The Truth thruſts her ſelf upon 
me, and I cannot put her back, ſhe will be 
imbraced 


G 
t 
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imbraced and I cannot refuſe her ; I may 
wink againſt the S»»,- but I cannot ſhut my 
Eyes againſt Manifeft T7uth : And to pretend 
Charity here, is ridiculous ; for however Cha- 
rity may oblige me to Believe and Hope the 
Beſt, where there is any room for a fayour- 
able ConftruQtion, yet certainly it does not 
oblige me to put out my Eyes, and reje all 
the information of my Senſes : Neither is it 
poſſible for me to do ſo. But ſuppoſe I could 
refiſt ſuch a Judgment, yet I zeed not, be- 
cauſe Secondly, in' ſuch a Cafe; there is no 
wrong done to'the Party whom my Ceaſure 
concerns : He is repreſented in a faithful 
Glaſs, cenſured after his due CharaQter, and 


| called by his proper Name, and therefore 


cannot complain ofanInjury, without com- 
mitting one. AZs 13. 10. O full of all Sub- 
tilty and all Miſchief, thou Child of the Devil, 
thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſs, ſaid St. Paul 
to Elymas the Sorcerer, when he ſaw him en- 
deavouring to turn away the Deputy from 


the Chriſtian Faith. And have nor I choſer 


Twelve, and one of you is a Devil, (aid our 
Bleſſed Saviour. - - Both theſe Charges went 
very high, but the Evidence of the Guilt bore 
Proportion to them, and rhat was their Ju- 
ſtification. ?Tis therefore very Warrantable 
to paſs a ſevere Judgment upon a Man, when 
tis plain and out of all queſtion that he de- 
ſerves it. Nay tris not only — 

ut 
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buy in ſeveral xeſpeRs. of geeat-ule ang Ne- 
ce(lity ; for by this Means Lam infirufted to 
inlarge my Lizany, both for his Converſion, 
apd tor.my own Deliverance, to apply. Re- 


proofs. apd Advices with all other Methods 
of Reformaripn, to beware of his Contagion 
my {clt, and 10 great Meaſure to prevent 1ts 
gitiuſion ampng others, Whereas if wetuf- 
ter our Eyes to be {o far blinded by a preteg- 
* Charity, as got to ſee the, Devil under 
is Monaſtick Diſguiſe, he has what he could 
wiſh, and what Ill Men uſe to wiſh 3 


Nottem Peccatis, & Fraudibus objice Nubeme. 


to. be Skreen'd about with the Shades of 
Night, and to Sin ip a Cloud, and will do 
the more Miſchief for not being. better Ug- 
derſtood, and deftxoy like the Peſtilence that 
walketh in Darkneſs, Plal. 91. 6: 

But Secondly, to judge Iltof a Man upon 
ſuch a Concurrence of ſhrewd Circumſian- 
ces as makes up what we call a Moxs; Dexpon- 
ſtration, 1s notthat judgingaccarding to, Ap- 
pearance, which is hexe Condemned. This | 
15 alſo ſo frequently rely'd; upon in Courts of | 
Juſtice, where Sentence: of Neath is often | 
given upon ſuck Evidence ; nay the greateft 
part of Human Affairs 45s kgown to turn up- |! 
on this Hinge, and indeed not without good | 
Reaſon. For although this bg ag interior de- | 
gree of Evidence, ang,.iugh as leaves ap. Ab- 

's OHNte : 


Vol. 11. "feveral Divine Subjects. 41 


ſolute Poſſibility that the thing may be other- 
wile, yet it ſecures a Man from all Fear of 
the Contrary ; and a Traveller may aslittle 
doubt of his way when lightned /by the nu- 
merous Union of little Splendors in the Mil- 
ky Way, as when he has the Broad Eye of 
Heaven for his Guide. For though every 
ſingle Circumſtance in this great heap of In- 
ducements, has bur the force of a Probabili- 
i, and conſequently all together can pro- 

uce no more than that by a proper and di- 
re& efficacy ; yet there is'a new and ſecon- 
dary Force that ariſes from Reflefion ; and 
the Coxfederate Probabilities, weigh more in 


their Conjunftion, than not only ſome, but 


even all of them would do Sing/y. Indeed 
they fall lictle ſhort of a ſtrict Derionſtrati- 
on, 1t being hardly conceivable how there - 
ſhould be ſuch a conflux of Arguments upon 
one (ide of the Contradi&ion if the Truth 
were not there too. 

And thoreover there is one Advantage 
that a Moral Demonſtration has above a 
Phy fieal ane, namely, that there can be no 
contrary Demonſtration brought againft it. 
"Tis otherwile in the latter ; as for ioſtance, 
in that endleſs and unbounded Controverſy 
cancerning the Compoſition of a Continurm 
and the infinite Diviſtbility of Quantity , 
where there are plain Demonſtrations { that 
is, ſuch as by Men of Art and S:btilty can- 
D 2 not 
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not - be diſeerod from ſuch, on both ſides, 
which yet are ContradiQory. But now, this 
a Moral Demonſtration does not admit of, 
fince 1t cannot lay claim to that Name, till 
after the Probabilities of both ſides have been 
Compared, and one Scale mightily out- 
weighs the other. Whenever therefore there 
1s 'this Evidence for any Mans Wickedneſs, 

TI may {\fely cenſure him as 
See « fort, but Guilty, * Thus, that the See 
ery conumcing Ac- . - 
count of ths matte» Of Rome 15 the Seat of Anti- 
in iv. Raenet eLecin chriſt, though this be not 
Pars is * Secmn# evident up to the degree of 
| Phyſical Demonſtration, yet 
when I conſider what the Notes and Marks 
of Antichriſt are, how variousin their Num- 
. ber, how conſiderable in their Quality, and 
how exaQtly they all agree to a certain Or- 
der of Men in the World, and to none be- 
ſides, together with all the variety of Con- 
currence in point of Syxchroniſms and the 
like; I ſappoſe I might without any danger 
of Cenſortouſneſs or Uncharity, write My- 
ftery upon the Triple Crown, and conclude 
him that wears it to be the Man of S$in. This 
would not be that Judging according to Ap- 
pearance, which is oppoſed to Righteous 
Judgment. 

_ As it is not, in the Third place, to ſuſ- 
pect Ill of a Perſon upon.ccnfiderable ſigns 
and circumſtances, that is, upon ſuch as 
would 
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would determina my Opinion in any other 
Matter wholly indifferent, and where I have 
no Intereſt, Paffion, or /Prejudice concern'd, 
to have it thus or otherwiſe. To pronounce 
Abſolutely and Peremptorily in ſuch a caſc, 
would indeed be a degree of Cenſoriouſneſs 
beyond the allowance of either Charity or 
Prudence, becauſe the Concluſion would 
then exceed the force of the Premiſes, which 
is ill in Logich, and worſe in Morality; but 
a bare Suſpicion is very Warrantable upon 
ſuch grounds, and conſiſtent with the high- 
eft Charity and Prudence of a Chriſtian; 
for Suſpicion is not Evil as Suſpicion, being 
as ſuch only acertaindegreeof Aſſent,which 
cannot be evil in its own Nature, but is ei- 
ther ſo orotherwile,accordingas the grounds 
are upon which it proceeds. Indeed to be 
Suſpicious, we commonly take in an ill Senſe, 
and reckon it among the CharaGters of aa ill 
Man, not that we think Sz/pe#:zg to be in 
it ſelf unlawful, but becauſe we ſuppoſe the 
Man whom wecall Suſpicious, more apt and 
forward to entertain ill Suſpicions, than in 
the reaſon of the thing he ought to be. But 
it the grounds of my Suſpicion be juſt and 
reaſonable, ſuch as confidering Mea ule to 
be determined by 1n other matters of ac- 
knowledged Indifferency, it well then be as 
lawful for me to Suſpect as to Judge more 

D 3 abſolutely 
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abſolutely upon grounds that /are more clear 
and evident. | | 
There are (TI obſerve) a certain ſort of 
Men inthe World who are not only careleſs 
and regardleſs of their Behaviour, nor ulin 
that Caution. and CircumſpeCtion which 
they ought and eaſily might tor the prevens» 
tion -of 111 Suſpicions, but ſtudiouſly order 
the courſe of their Converſation ſo, as if they 
were fond of Jealouſies, and laida Trap for 
Cenſure, and deſigned to decoy Men intoan 
ill opinion of them ; and then ( which is the 
moſt {urprizing thing of all, )as ſoon as they 
have caught their Prey, and are thought and 
{ſpoken amiſs of, they cry out, the World is 
cenſorious, and where's your Charity ? But 
in rhe Pirſt place, are not. theſe Men even 
with the World 2 Don't they Ceaſure as 
much as they themſelvesare. Cenſured ? But 
ro let that paſs, how dothey make.good their 
Charge ? Why, they ſay they are Innocent, 
they are not the Men the World has taken 
and repreſented them tor. It may beſo, but 
ſure my Charity does not ſtand or fall with 
the Truth of your Guilt, the Queſtion as to 
that being not whether you are really the 
Man I took youto be, but whether you have 
nor given me juſt and reaſonable. grounds to 
think ſo. And if you have, 'tis not your 1z- 
uocence that will condema me of unjuſt Cem» 
fure, any more than it will acquit you from 
the Crime of Scandal. | 


; 
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If theref6retHult preat Pretendersto Cha- 
rey and Candor, 'woeuld Have theilt-natuted: 
fd leaveoff Cenfating actbtditig ro ſuch 
App rances; let rheth be more careful to 
abſtviti from all Mines of Evil; for as 
long as Men put'bn ie Os the Do 
_ Batk ; and 46 vith them if 
dv; iS avab Aſs as be 2 thein'the Oc- 
br 6n.' Fot whit it you walk nvt ih the Cour- 
ſlbf the Vngvilly 2 'yetif you fend tn the way 
of Sinners, atid fit th tht Seat of rhe Scornfa, 
if y6U have all &ByniþttnSahtd Appearati- 
c&$ bf aii HI Man; I have gbed SFOIAs to 
fu o you- as fieh; and a well grotiaded 
Sſpicion is dlWays actorditlg ts Charity. 
Ts a Man who for many Year ow ps has 
been vehetnencly- (ſpeed F be of a diffe- 
rent Religion > $a that which he openly 
Profelſes, ſhould-at kerigth when the warm 
influence of a like- perſwaded Pririces Favour, 
irivites him to.come abroad and diſmantle his 
Secrecies, and at fiich a'period of this Life 
roo, When 'tis'r6 be pteſittied tharthe vibra- 
; FF rion rd er oyry has been Jong ſince over, 
> 73 arid ſetled in the point of its gravity, ard 
> | that he had tio new Changes to make ; if Þ 
> ſay, he ſhould" chieh” appear to be what the 
) Wotld took Hini for long before, I hope 'tis 
& a pardonable Cenfire, if I think he has been 
d a Diſſmbling Hypocrite all along, and thar 
1 3 ht would have continued fo to the laſt, *if 
= EF D 4 Oppor- 
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Opportunity.and, Countenance had not put 
an end to; his:Di{ſimulatin. G 
To think ill of. a Man upon ſuch grounds 
and appearances as; theſe, is.to.think ratio- 
zally, and how .can he. tranſgrels,.thatduly 
follows the .condutt_ of | his. Reaſon? The 
Wile Son of Szrach allows greater Liberty, 
when he tells us, that a Man's: Attire, Exceſs 
of Laughter aud Gait, (bew what be is 5, that 
_ bs, afford us juſt Meaſure whereby: to;judge 
of him, to judge him to be-none of the, Wit 
eſt. And our.Saviour reproves the Jews for 
not diſcerning the face of the'Times, Luke 
12. 56, And if a Man: may judge of the 
Times, then .why not of thoſe that live in 
them, and upqn. whoſe; account alone it is 
that one "Time 1s diſtinguſhed. from another 
in relation to good or evil? Inall this there- 
fore we ſin not, nor charge our Neighbours 
fooliſhly... But this we do. 
Firſt,., Whenever we. take up an JI Opini- 
on of a Man raſhly and ſuddenly, andat firſt 
daſh prick him down for a Knave, without 
ſo much, -as giving our: ſelves the trouble of 
19quiring into the merits of the cauſe ; there 
are too many that do.ſo, that let their 
Thoughts and Tongues.too run before their 
Wit ; that throw out their Cenſures at ran- 
dom, and ſpeak Evil extempore, without con» 
fdering of whom: they talk, or what, or why : 
Mea that are for running down every on 
thar 
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that comes .in their way, and are for paſſing 
Sentence immediately without any trial or 
examination , nay without ſo. much as the 
formality. of asking, Guilty. or not Guilty ? 
This 1s Certainly a very prepoſterous head- 


| long method. agaioſt all ſenſeand good bree- 


ding as' well as Charity. - ?Tis like the Jews 
that were all for crucifying the Lord of Life 
before they had heard bim.- But this is ſuch 
a groſs piece. of<Injuſtice as ſufficiently con- 
demns it felf;,. all rherefore that I ſhall: fur- 
ther ſay tothe. Men of this PraQtice is, that 
he who makes haſt to Cerſwre, can no more 
be innocent, than he that makes haſt to be 
Rich ; and that if we ought to conſider be- 
fore we venture to Commend, ( as Wiſe Men 
ſay we ought ) then much more ought we 
before we Condemns. 

Secondly, Whea though we do conſider, 
and make ſome enquiry into the cauſe, and 
withal find ſome ground and foundation for 
anill Judgment, yet weconclude beyond the 
force of the Premiſes, and give a Perempto- 
ry Sentence, where there are groundsfor no 
higher an Aſſent, than Opinion or Suſpicion. 
This 15 a, certain ſign that we are not deter- 
mined . bythe Moments of Truth, by the 
ſtrength of Reaſon and Argument, but by 
ſome other By-Confideration and partial In- 
ducement.. . For were our Judgments gui- 
dedand determined by the ſole Tm 
0 
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of 'Trath, *tis i ke that our Afſeiit 
ſhould be ſtrotger than the Bvidehes that 
cauſes it, For the Underſtanding of it {e1f, 
cats bs determined ito Farther than as the Ob- 
jeft- _ be either true or falſt ;- if it 
be; all-that over plus of Judginitht that tx- 
ceeds the o__ of Evidenet, "muſt be pro» 
duced by ſome 6ther cauſe, the Evideticea- 
Ibae could cauſe 'fib (More than \ What way 
pfopottionable to it. There & indeed & miik- 
exits in all ſuch Judgments, and the Wil has 
a part in thetti as well as the UnderFrinaing. 
He thereforethatebncludes wor of atiother 
thafi in Appearatice he his reaſon todd, muſt 
be ſuppoſed in ſore theaſure wile to do fo, 
that" 15,” in other Words, to be undef ſothe 
Malice. or Prejudice againſt him'$ and he 
that judges upon ſuch Prificiples, cafi never 
judge Ripghtegus Judgment. 

- | Thirdly, * This we do when we conceive 
an ill Apprehenfion of a Perſon fron one or 
two fingle inſtatices'of his Life , without 
conſideribg the general tenour of his Cons 
verſation, This 1s a very unjuſt way of pro- 
ceeding; and contrary toall Human agd Di- 
vine Meaſures. The main current of a Man's 
Life is to be regarded, and if this matntaiti 
a regular Courſe, 'tis not here and there a 
little ſttraggling Rivulet that ſhould ſpoil the 
Charatter. For'if the Denomination ought 
always to be taken from tle major part; cer« 
tainly 


. 
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taialy much more ſo when it lies on the moſt 
favourable de. To ballance'therefore ohe 
ſingle wearing Star againſt a whole Gonflelie- 
tion of regular acions, is avery-ill ſort of 
unrighteous Judgment, and ſuch as the beft 
of Men could never be able to.abide, who 
muſt needs all be caſt in ſuch a Court as this. 
Such a way of Judging therefore; is not-to 
be indured, eſpecially conſidering that rhe 
Supream Judg of all does not judg us at this 
rate, but oftea proceeds by @ contraty mea» 
ſure, and ſuffers one ſingle Vettue to cover n 
multitude of Sins, % 

Fourthly, and Laſtly, To give-one gene- 
ral Meaſure for allz this we: do whenever 
our -ill Opinion of a Man is built upon ſuch 
poor and (light Appearances, and would not 
be ſufficient to gaia our Aſſent in any other 
indiflerent matter, wherein we are altoge+ 
ther diſ-intereſſed which way the Scale turns, 
or prevail with us to think the-ſame concer- 
ning another Perſon. This 1s a fute Sign that 
Prejudice holds -the Ballance, ('tis held fo 
uneven, ) and that we judge what we would 
willingly have. And this is more patticu- 
larly that judging according to appearance, 
which our Lord here condemas. - For thus 
ſtood the caſe, our Saviour had. fjerform'd a 
Cure upon the Sabbath day, among thoſe 
who were Superſtitious Obſervers of it; now 
this carried ſome Appearance of its Violati- 

On 
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on : Whereupon the Jews tax him” with Pro- 
phaning charholy Reſt, notar all refleQing ei- 
ther upon Moſes's ſeeming inconfiſtency, in 
appointing ſuch a troubleſome work as C:r- 
cumcifionto bedone on that day, as often as it 
happened tobe the Eighth,or upon themſehves 
for then adminiſtring 1t. Bat the reaſon was 
plain, they were ſoundly prejadiced againſt 
Chriſt, but not againſt Moſes or themſelves. 
Well therefore might our Lord ſay, if « Mer 
on the Sabbath day recerve Circumciſion, that the 
Law of Moſes ſhould not bebroken,are ye angry at 
me becauſe I have made a Man every whit whole 
on the Sabbath dzy ? Will you wound upon that 
day,andſhall not I heal? Judge not according 
to wy I ( Kar "Od, according to e- 
very {light ſuperficial Appearance, ſuch as 
you your ſelves would not ſubmit to in ano- 
ther caſe, ) but judge Righteous Judgment. 
The great Reaſonableneſs and Neceffity of 
which Precept comes now in the laſt palce 
to be conſidered. 

Its Equity relies mainly upon this double 
ground, the ill Principle that ſuch ſuperfici- 
al judging proceeds from, and the 1ll Conſe- 
quences it leads to. 

Firſt, It proceeds from an ill Principle ; it 
argues Firſt, that we are conſcious of ſome 
inward Baſeneſs in our ſelves, fomething 
that is very low and ſordid , which makes us 
{o prone and caſy to ſuſpe&t the ſame in 0- 
thers 3 


-_ 
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thers; as he. that is Druak himſelf, fancies 
every one elſe to be ſo that he meets. It ar- 
gues Secondly, that we thirſt after Eminen- 
cy, and yet deſpair ofattaining it any other 
way, then by levelling thoſs about ns3 
which makes us ſo ready and willing to diſ- 
cover Spots in the Moon, and Flaws in the 
moſt Solid and Meſſy Vertue. It argues 
Thirdly, a Mind very diſafteAed to our 
Neighbour, to Human Nature indeed, and 
as much alienated from true Spirit of Love 
and Goodneſs. That we are full of Envy, 
Pride, Maliceand Prejudice; that we love 
to dwell upon Sores and Deformities, that 
we take a ſecret pleaſure in the: Follies and 
Infirmities of Mankind, and grieve at that 
whereat the Angels rejoyce , namely , the 
wiſe Behaviour, and good order of Men, all 
which is Inhuman and Diabolical, fit only 
for Devils and Evil Spirits, but altogether 
contrary to the w»ſelfiſþ univerſalized nature 
of God, who rejoyced when he ſaw all things 
good and perfe&t; and to Charity, whole 
CharaQter St. Pas tells us, is, that Ut rejoyces 
not in Iniquity, 1 Cor. 13. 6. 

But Secondly, the Conſequences of this ſort 
of Judging are as bad as the Principle ; for 
157, He that proceeds to Judgment upon e- 
very little Appearance, muſt needs be often 
miſtaken, and give Sentence with an Erring 
Key, and ſo often incur that Woe ys 
ce 
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ced by the Prophet againoft all ſuch as call E- 
vil Good, and Good Evil; I/a. 5, 20. becauſe 
Falſhood often' wears the ouſſ of Truth , 
and things ſeem otherwiſe 'than they are. 
Thus the Afﬀability and free Converſation of 
our Saviour, which was really the effet of 
his great Humility and condeſcending Good- 
nefs, and of his earneſt defire to benefit Man- 
kind, was hardly Cenſured by the Malig- 
ning Fews,' and miſconftrued as a piece 'of 
Levity and Diffoluteneſs ; Behold ſay they, " 
Man Gluttonons, and a Wine bibber, a Friend 
of Publicans and Sinners : Mat. 11.19, By 
this means we ſhall miſ-rate both Perfonsand 
Things, and often deny thoſe our good word, 
who 1t may be, if better known, deſerve e- 
ven our” Reverence and Admiration. By this 
means private Grudges will he entertain'd, | 
and open Quarrels wilt be broach'd. Mens 
Aﬀetions will be graundlefly and unaccoun- 
tably eſtranged from one another, the Bands | 
of Friendſhip will bg untyed, and Men will 
be jealous and 'afraid of their deareft welk * 
wiſhers ; goed Conſtitutions will fyffer for | 
Perſqnal Miſcarrtages, good Churches for | 
unworthy Members, good Religions for ill : 
Profeſſors, gogd Counſels and good Cauſes * 
for their il Succeſs; and laſtly, that good 
Reputation which all Men exceedingly va- | 
lue, and which ſame Men have a fair Right 
to, and which the Wieſt of Men prefers be- 


fore 
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fore great Riches, Prov.22.4. will be woun- 
ded by the Roving Shot of every Gofliping 
Tongue. | 

To which I my ad im the laſt place, that 
when Mea have onceaccuſtomed themſelves 
to hard Cenſyres, upon ſmall Appearances, 
they will be apt to enlarge their Court of 
Judicature, 'and from Cenfuring the ACtions 
of Men, proceed to Queſtion agd Condema 
the Diſpenſarions of Providence, and lay with 
the Impiouis Houle of 1/rae/, the way of the 
Lord is not equal. 

It concerns'us all therefore to uſe that Fa+ 
culty with t Diſcretion, upon the right 
or wrong ule of which ſd much depends; to 
judge with Caution, and CixcumſpeQion, 
and Mercy here, left wefind Judgment with- 
out Mercy hereafter. | 


” 
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A Diſcourſe concerning Religji- 
| ous Singularity. 


th 


Rom: 12. 2. Be not Conformed to this 
World. 


NE of the greateſt Supporters of Ab- 

ſurdity in Speculation, andof Immora- 
lity in PraQice, is Authority ; that of DoFrin 
in the former, and that of Example in the lat- 
ter. It miſguides and perverts the whole Man, 
puts a falſe Bias upon the whole motion of the 
Soul, impoſes both upon our Underſtandings 
and upon our Wills, corrupts both our Senti- 


ments and our PraQtices, and leads us out of 


the way both of Truth and Vertue. But it hasa 
greater and more prevailing influence upon 
our AQtions than upon our Sentiments, and 
our Lives ſuffer more by it than our Opinions. 
For beſides, that there are more Examples of 
ill Living than of ill Thinking,and a well-mo- 
ralized Converſation, is a greater Rarity, 
than an Orthodox Head, there being not 
ſuch Temptations and Occaſions to Error as 
there are to Vice ; there is alſo this further 
| difference, 
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difference, that in our Opinions we more uſu- 
ally follow-thoſe Authorities which ſtand off 
at 4 great diſtance-from us, and. which/An- 
tiquity;by.L know not what Artifice, recom- 
mends to us as Sacred and Venerable. Butin 
our AFions wetake aquite contrary meaſure, 
and are'rather apt:ta:conform our ſelves to 
the Genius and Mode-of the Age we live in, 
which being preſent, ſhines apon us with a 
diret and perpendicular Ray , and: more 
ſtrongly influences-and provokes our: Imita» 
tion and Compliance. 

Aud-truly 'this- is- the greateſt Miſchief 
thatis-derived upon the Minds of Menftrom 
Authority, and the chiefeſt Head of Com- 
plaint that lies againſt it; were it only a 
Stop to the Advancement of Learning, or a 
Miſleader of our Underſtandings in Specula- 
tive Inquuries 3 were it only a Bar to Notio- 
nal Improvements, .or a-Betrayer of our Or- 
thodoxy, it might be thought ro have done 
Penance enough under the Chaſtiſement of a 
Satyr or Declamation. For the greateſt ſtock 
of Knowledg which upon rhe beſt advanta- 
ges we Can attain to, is ſo inconfiderable, 
chat *cis hardly worth while to be very an- 
gry and fall out with whar ſtandsin our way, 
and hinders our little Progreſs. There is no 
great Miſchief done z *tis like ſpoiling what 
was ſpoil'd before, and which otherwiſe 
would come to little. But ſince 'tis che great 
E Enemy 
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Enemy to all Righteouſneſs, as well asto all 
Truth, finceirdebauches our Morals as well 
as our. Underſtandings, and ſpoils the Chri- 
ſtian as well as the Philoſopher, 'tis fitirſhould 
be arraigned beforean higher Court, and be 
Condemned by the Cenſure of an Apoſtle. 
And ſoit is, and that upon great and weigh- 
ty Reaſons, in the Words of the Text, Be not 
Conform'd to this World. 

In the Words, we may conſider a Swppo- 
_w anda Caution. The Suppoſition is two- 

old. | 

Firſt; Thatthe general courſe of the-World 
is very bad, and that Yice has by muck-the 
Majority of its ſide. 

Secondly, That we are naturally apt to 
imitate that which is moſt prevailing, and to 
conform to thecourſe and way of the World. 

Laſtly, the Ca#tion is againſt this Inclina- 
tion, that we ſhould nor be Conformed to 
the modes and uſages of this World ; which 
T ſhall firſt fate as to its Meaſureand Limits, 
and then Ju/tifieas to its Equity and Reaſon- 
ableneſs ;/ and ſo conclude with ſome PraQti- 
cal Remarks upon the whole. 

And in the Firſt place, *tis here ſuppoſed, 
that the general courſe of the World is very 
bad, and that Vice has by much the Majori- 
ty of its ſide, This, though at firſt Gght it 
looks like a Common Place, a matter of fre- 


quent, obvious and familiar Conſideration, 
IS 
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is yet a'thing that is not often thoroughly 
conſidered, and thereare but few: that have 
a true, lively, and affeQtionate Senſe of it. 
'Tis not eaſy for thoſe thatare good them- 
ſelves, to imagin how bad others are, and 
how much Wickedneſs there is in the World; 
and as for evil Men, they don't ufe to trou- 
ble their Heads with ſuch ſerious RefleQions : 
Sothat neither of them are liketo have a juſt 
ſenſe and reſentment of this matter. 

The World we commonly compare to a 
Theatre; and truly for thenumber of Aftors, 
and the variety of Ation, tis the moſt Pom- 
pous and Magnificent of any 3 but the Parts 
that are ated upon it, are for the moſt, ve- 
ry Trapical, and its Scenes full of Horrour 
and Confuſion. For not to mention unjuft 
and caufleſs Wars, Maſlacres, Rebellions 
and Murthers, which like Earth-quakes make 


the frame of Nature to tremble; and threa- 


ten the fall of the Stage upon which they are 
Aed; who can reckon up the open Op- 
preſſions, and the ſecret Frauds, the Vio- 
lences and the Deceits, the Extorrions andthe 
Over-reachings , with all the Arts of Fall- 
hood and Suhbtilty which are every where 
and every day made uſe of among Men, to 
diſpoſſeſs one another of their Rights and 
Fortunes ? And who is there that can ima- 
gine what private Inſinuations , what {ly 
Contrivances , what ſpiteful Whiſperiogs , 
E 2 


what 
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what -treacherous; Arts there are dai 
even among thoſe that profeſs Dearnels and 
Kindneſs to one another, to undermine one 
anothers Intereſt ,- and-blaſt one anothers 
Honours and Reputations? I need not go to 
the Courts of Princes for this, thoſe Schools 
and Nurſeries of Immortality, for there is 
ſcarce any Society of Men free from it. To 
this, if I ſhould add the unnatural Feuds of 
Relations, the ungrateful Returns of obhiged 
Perſons, the Treacheries of the Marriage- 
Bed, the Falſneſles of Friends, . the ll office 
of Neighbours, and the intolerable Praftices 
of Revenge, not only upon pretences of Ho- 
nour among the Dze/zs, but as they are gene- 
rally carried on by the power and Intereſt of 
great Men, by the corrupt and  vexatious 
methods of the- Law, and by the common 
malice of the World ; if I ſay I ſhould add 
this and a thouſand times more that might 
be ſaid, what a PiQture ſhould I draw of 
Mankind, and what intelligent Spirit 1s there 
that would not be afraid, ( if ſuch an ac- 
count ſhould be given him before-hand,) to 
be born 1nto, or to /ive in ſuch a World as 
this ? 

But thus it was immediately upon the be- 
ginning of things, thus it has been in all 
Ages, and thus it will be till the Arch-An- 
gel's Trumpet ſhall at once awaken us from 
the ſleep of Death, and from the ſlecpof Si0, 
an 
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and Time it ſelf ſhall be no more. For no 
ſooner had God finiſhed his Creation, and 
declared all things good in it, and began to 
take a Complacency in the works of his 
Hands, but through Exvy of the Devil, Sin 
came into the World, and untuned the pro- 
portions of its new ſet Harmony ; and be» 
ing once planted 1a the Earth, it liked the 
Soil, and increaſed and multiplied by the 
care and induſtry of the Devil, as faſt as 
Mankind could by the Benedi#ion of God. 
Inſomach that God who not long before 
was repreſented by Moſes as Creating Man 
upon the moſt conſiderate Pauſe of Counſel 
and Deliberation, 15 now brought in, repent- 
ing that ever he had made him, Gey. 6. 6. 
And accardingly, he firſt ſhortens his Days, 
and that expedient failing, he proceeds to a 
ſeverer Judgment, and iſſues forth a Sen» 
BB tence to deſtroy him from the face of the 
| Earth, Yer. 5. For God ſaw that the Wicked- 
neſs of Man was great, and that every Imagina- 
tion of the Thoughts of his Heart was evil con- 
tinually. And again the Text {ays, that God 
lookd upon the Earth, and behold it was (orrupt, 
for all Fleſh had Corrupted his way upon the 

- 3 Eaxrth, Ver. 12. 
L | And truly *tis incredible almoſt to think 
- 4 to what a pitch of Villany and Wickednels 
N JF the World was then arrived in ſo ſhort a time; 
), 3 the World then like ſome of our Modern 
E 3 Sianers, 
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Sinners, was young in Years and old in De- 
bauchery ; itlookr as if the Devil being new- 
ly thrown out of Heaven, were 1a the very 
height ofhis Malice and Reſentment, and ta 
retrieve again the loſt Field, endeavoured to 
increaſe his Numbers, to double his Ranks 
by making Men as very Devils as himſelf. 
For Vice ſeem'd to reign Abſolute and Un- 
controull'd, and to havetaken full Poſſeſſion 
of the whole Earth, ſo that excepting only 
Four Perſons, Abel, Seth, Enos, and Enoch, we 
read not of one good Man from Adamto Noah ; 
{o extreamly wicked and debauched was the 
World at thattime, and fo highly deſerving 
of that Emphatical CharaQter which the A- 
poltle St, Peter gives of it, calling it Keewds 
dobay, the World of the Upgodly : 2 Pet. 2. 5. 
As if it were a ſtate diretly oppoſite to that 
of the bleſled Millennium, to that rew Hea- 
ven and new Earth, wherein as the ſame 
Apoſtle tells us, dwelleth Righteouſneſs, 

But this you'll ſay, was at a time when 
God had not given. any expreſs DireQory 
for the Manners of Men, who were then 
left to the ſole guidance of their natural 
light, which at beſt is but a doubrſul Twi- 
light, and is withal apr to be clouded and 
corrupted by ill Cuſtoms and Practices, and 
in a little time to be quite extinguiſhed with 
the Damps of Vice and Debauchery. | 

Ler us ſee therefore how it fared with the } 
* { courle 
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courſe of the World after the giving of the 
Law, when God had trmm'd the dim Lamp 
of natural Conſcience, when Revelation had 
illuſtrated the obſcure Text of Reaſon, and 
the Moral, likethe Natural World, was go- 
verned by a greater as well as by a lefler 


Light. Now ſure one would expeCt that 
Men ſhould walk as Ch:ldren of the Day, and 


.that works of Darkneſs ſhould diſappear 


like Miſts before the Riſing Sun. And que- 
ſtionleſs, it muſt be acknowledged that the 
State of the Moral World was conliderably 
better'd by this new acceſſion of Light, and 
that there was leſs Vice and more goodneſs 
among thoſe who enjoy'd it ; the Peculiar 
People of God, than among the rude Hea- 
then, who had no knowledg of his Laws. 
For to what purpoſe ſhould God viſit them 
with this his Day-ſpring from on high, and 
give Light to them that ſate in Darkneſs and 
in the Shadow of Death, but only that he 
might the better guide their Feet into the 
way of Peace! 

In compariſon therefore of the Heathen 
World, this was a good (tateof things; but 
yet Vice had {till the upper hand, and con- 
ſidering the valt diſproportion between the 
Numbers of good and bad Men, the World 
might {till be called Keouds do285r, the World 
of the Ungodly, For not to mention the par- 
ticular Vices of that perverſe and untratta- 
E 4 ble 
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ble Peoplethe Jews, their Superſtition,their 
Idolatry,:their-Infidelity; their Rebelliouſ- 
neſs, their Luft and Luxury, their Uncha- 
rity, their Covetouſneſs and the like, the 
Scripture ſeems to ſpeak of that ſtate and 
age of the World 1n general, as if *twere 
quite overgrown with Wickedneſs, and as 
if Vertue were a Stranger among the Dwel- 
lings of Men. Thus the Plalmiſt, He/p me, 
L ord, for there is not one Godly Man left, the 
Faithful are miniſhed from among the Children 
of Men, Pſal. 12. And again, The Lord lookt 
down from Heaven upon the Children of Men to 
ſee if there were any that would underſtand, and 
ſeek after God, And what was the reſult of 
this Scrutiny ? Why, zhey are all gone out of 
way, they are altogether became abominble, there 
is none that doth good, amo not oxe, Plal. 14. 
And again ſays the Pſalmiſt, ſpeaking of the 
City of Jeruſalem, 1 have ſpied Unrighteouſ- 
eſs and Strife inthe City, Day and Night they 
20 about within the Walls thereof, Miſchief alſo 
and Sorrow are in the midſt of it ; Wickedneſs 
is therein, Deceit and Guile go mot out of 
their Streets, Plal.55. And again morelargely, 
Pſal. 74. cAll the Earth is full of Darkneſs 
and Cruel Habitations. And again laſtly, to 
add no more, They will not be Learned nor 
Underſtand, all the Found:tions of the Earth 
are out of Courſe, Plal. 82. 

Thus milcrably deformed was the face of 
things 


things in this ſtate and period of the World : 
Nor were only the Morals of Men univerſal- 
ly Corrupt, but they had debauched and. 
corrupted their very Principles'too, and de- 
faced the Map that was to guide and dire& 
them, as well as loſt their Way. They had 
almoſt put out the light of Revelation as 
well as that of Natural Reaſon, fo that by 
that timeour Saviour appearedin the World, 
what by ill! Gloſſes and worſe Pradtices, the 
People of God had almoſt reduced them- 
ſelves again to the ſtate of Darkneſs and ſha- 
dow of Death, and defaced the'CharaQters 
of the Moſaick Table, as much as their Fore- 
fathers had done thoſe of the Law of Nature. 

But then again, perhaps it will be ſaid, 
that this was at a time when God had not 
made any clear and expreſs Revelation of 
Heaven or Hell ;z and therefore though Men 
had a written Law to walk by, yet it being _ 
ſupported by no other SanQions than of tem- 
poral Rewards and Puniſhments, they wan- 
ted a ſufficient Counterpoiſe againſt the vio- 
lence of Temptations ; and than no wonder 
that Wickedneſs ſhould ſo univerſally pre- 
vail, when the Allurements to Vice were 
ſtrong, and the ingagements to Duty but 
weak and unconſtraining. But when once 
Obedience comes to be inforced by better Pro- 
miſes and by ſeverer Threatnings, this cer» 
tainly will introduce a new way of _ 5 

cn 
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Men will conſider more, and live better, and 
will never be {d mad and filly as to ſpend a 
few days in Wickedneſs and Folly, and then 
ina moment/go down to the Grave, and be 
Damned for ever. 

Let us ſee therefore how 'tis with the Mo- 
ral World under the Revelation of the great 
Myſtery of Gedlineſs, and now Life and Im- 
mortality are brought to light by the Goſ- 
pel; this I think fully anſwers the ObjeQi- 
on : Now therefore certainly one would ex- 
pe& at leaſt a ſtate of Millennial Happineſs; 
that Men ſhovld be, and live like Angels ; 
that we ſhould ſee the Tabernacle of God 
come down and abide among Men, with a 
new Heaven and a new Earth, wherein 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs. But alas, the My- 
ſtery of Iniquity began to work as foon as 
the Myſtery of Godlineſs ; and altho* the 
Primitive Chriſtians were for a while kept 
bright and ſhining in the Furnace of Perſe- 
cution, yet no ſooner was the hear of their 
AfﬀiQion over, but their Zeal cool'd with ir, 
and they left their firſt Love. For then it 
was that the great Dragon being wroth that 
the Woman was delivered of a Man- child, 
that Conſtantine the Great was Converted by 
the Church to the Chriſtian Faith, though 
to. overwhelm her by caſting out of his 
Mouth that mighty Flood of 4r:a»i/m. Rev. 
12. And altho' the Earth helped the Wo- 

man, 
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man, by opening her Mouth, and ſwallow. 
ing up the Flood, which was done when the 
Firſt Council of Nice declared againſt that Pe- 
ſtilent and Prevailing Hereſy 3 yet 'twas not 
long before the ſame Dragon caſt forth two 
other mighty Floods out of his Mouth, and 
the Chriſtiaa World ſuffered almoſt an in- 
undation by the breaking in of Pvpery and 
Mahumetiſm, 

We have indeed by the Bleſſing of God, 
and the Zealous Endeavours of good Men, 
dried up one of thoſe great Floods from a 
good part of the Chriſtian World, and re- 
{tored the DoGrin of the Goſpel to its Primi- 
tive Purity and Simplicity. But has the Re- 
formation gone on ſo proſperouſly in our Man- 
mers, aSit has in our Faith ? Are we as Good 
as WE are Orthodox ? IT doubt not ; for if we 
look abroad into the World, how little true 
Goodneſs and Vertue ſhall we find init! How 
rare is it to meet with a Man that lives up 
within ſome tolerable meaſure to the Obli- 
gations of his Profeffion ! And how much 
more rare 1s it to ſee one that's truly Serious 
and Confiderate, Circumſpett and Recolle- 
Qed, that conſiders thoroughly and effeQtu- 
ally the End of his coming into the World, 
the ſhortneſs and uncertainty of his ftay 
12 it, and what ſhall become of him when 
he is to go out of it; and accordingly lives 
under a conſtant and lively ſenſe of God = 
0 
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of his Duty" to him, walks with him, and 
gives up himſelf wholly to him, makes Re- 
ligion and the care of his Sowl the main buſi- 
neſs and concern of his Life ; works with all 
his Might while t1s Days and'is utterly re- 
folved whatever it coſts him,” to mind and 
ſecure the One thing neceſſary ! This one 
would think were no more than what com- 
mon Senſe would prompt any Man to, that 
would allow himſelf to think but one Mi- 
nute zna Year; and yet how few ſuch Men 
ſhall we find in the World ! Do we not ra- 
ther fee Men drink down Iniquity like 
Water, and commit Sin with Greedineſs ? 
Do not the generality of Mea live as if they 
were reſolved to ſin as much as they could 
in a little time, and thought it not only fafe, 
bur neceſſary to doill ? -Do they not live as 
ifthey were to be nothing after this Life, or 
as if they were to be ſaved by their Vices ra- 
ther than by their'Vertues ; or laſtly, as if 
they thought Hell a better Place than Hea- 
ven, and were 1n love with Damnation and 
Everlaſting Burnings ? 

But to come a little nearer to our ſelves, 
does not the preſent Age abound with a ſort 
of Men who are Crafty and Deſigning, Falſe 
and Treacherous, Rotten and Hypocritical ; 
Men that ſeem to have their Eye fixed up- 
on, and terminated with the Horizon of 
this World ; that make Gain their — 

an 
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and:-[ntereſt their Meaſure 3 that will betray 
the Church tor, Prefermenr, ſell their Reli- 
gionand their Souls for Mony, that will de- 
part,from the way of Truth for the Wages 
of, Unrighteonſnels, and be Damned hereat- 
ter to be Rich and Great here? Never was 
there more Religion pretended than now, 
and never leſs in truth and reality z never 
more noiſe about it, and never aleſs hearty 
concern for it. What Straining about the 
Goat of a Ceremony, with thoſe who can 
in. the mean: while Swallow down whole 
Camels of profitable Abominations ! This 
we may talk of, and lament, but we can't 
help it. *T will be ever ſo with the general 
courſe of the World 3 Vice will alu ays have 
the (ry of her ſide, and we are told, that in 
the latter days [niquity ſhall abound, and the 
love of many ſhall wax cold. And all this we 
may learn from the final iſſue and event of 
things ; we may meaſure the ſtate of this 
World, from the final diſtribution of things 
in the next. . Our Saviour tells us, that broad 
is the Way that leads to Deſtruftion, and many 


there be that go in thereat. And that ſtrait is 


the Gate, and narrow is the Way which leads to 
Life, and few there be that find it, Mat. 7.13. 
And this we ſhall the leſs wonder at, if 
we conſider the univerſal pravity and cor- 
ruptneſs of Human Nature, the Multitude 
of Temptations we are «// expoſed to, and 
the 
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the peculiar unhappy circumſtances of Liv- 
ing that many Men are ingaged in: T6 
which if we add the great Strength, "Cun- 
ning and Malice of the Inviſible Powets, 
that rhe ſame Envy of the ' Devil that'firſt 
brought Sin intothe World, 1s ſtill coricern- 
ed to uphold and increaſe it ; that there; are 
two different Intereſts carrying on , that 
there is a Kingdotn of Darkneſs as well as a 
Kingdom of Light, and a Myſtery of Tniqui- 
ty, as well as a Myſtery of Godlinefs 5 we 
can't think any other, but that the courſe 
of the World muſt needs be very bad. And 
the wonder will fall yet lower, if we fur- 
ther conſider how prone we are to confirm 
and ſtrengthen an ill Cuſtom by our Imita- 
tion and Compliance ; which leads me to the 
Second thing ſuppoſed, that we are natural[- 
ly apt to imitate that which is moſt prevail- 
ing, and to conform to the Courſe and Way 
of the World. | 

Now this we are apt to do for one of theſe 
Two Reaſons; either becauſe we think: the 
generality has the Right of its ſide, and that 
what moſt Men do, is fit to be done. Or 
if we do think they are in the wrong, and 
do amiſs, yet we are loath to venture the 


Charge of Sizewlarity, and withal fancy that IF 


there is ſomething: of ſafety and excuſe in | 
Numbers and Multitudes. ao 

And Firſt, we are apt to think, that the || 
genera» 
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generality has the Right of its fide, and that 
what moſt Men do, 1s fit to be done. There 
is nothing that carties ſo mitch Authority 
with it, as the Exampleof a Multicude ; and 
though every Man is teady to ithagih him- 
ſelf Wiſer than any one of theſe fingly, yer 
when he looks upon them as a Boty of 1c0, 
there is ſomething awful and romtnanding 
in it ; the Man blufſhes to himſelf, aswe are 
apt to do when we come1nto an aflembly in 
Publick, though made up of Men, every one 
of which we think inferior to our ſelves; but 
their Numbers and Union give them ano- 
ther Air and Appearance, and the Voice of 
the People becomes to us now as the Voice 
of God. | 

"Tis in PraQtice' as in Opinion, what the 
moſt hold we take to be Trae, and ſo what 
the moſt do we take to be Good. This is the 
only Rule ſome People have ro go'by, and 
*tis the Meaſure that all Popelay Spirits dogo 
by, and the Wieſt can hardly refrain it; for 
we can hardly think it likely, that fauch an 
United and Complicated Wiſdom fhould be 
miſtaken either 1n the one or the other. E- 
very Man is apt to reaſon with himſelf in 
the condu@ of his Manners, as Lather did in 
the buſineſs of the Reformatian, Art thou the 
only Wiſe Man ? And, can ſo many Worlds err? 
What ? Shall we oppoſe our ſelves againſt 
the PraQtice of Mankind, fet up for Refor- 
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alſo ano er. * moe k that ibe Ge! 
, if we ink that e- 
Wok is in the wrong,i and does: amiſs, 
yet we are loth co venture the charge. 'Sin- 
gularity, and withal fagc wo that os 
thiog of ſafery and excuſe. :in Numbers and 
Multitudss,... And firſt,. as to the Charge of 
Singularity ,. "tis a dreadful and. a: frightful 
Word, ,and there are but few that have.:the 
Courage and the Confidence to ſtand. ” 
gainſt. and face the Imputation. We eit 
thiok the World Wiſer than our ſelves;. 4 
would willingly be thought to do fo, . fince 
this has a ſhew of Modeſty and good Man- 
ners, and the contrary ſeems to carry in it 
an intolerable degree of Pride and Self-arro- 


gancy. 
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1Aq 5; ws think: There is ng 
neicher of sypniog that fiſque, for we! 
our; ſalresfequre enough withour. ity 
MU NEee 9ur lelyes int! fancy; that there 
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are. re-inghe ways of Yoke [y£d we comfort and 
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'""ThefGdre the Grams and Prondpliswp: 
on” Whidh'wwe are tMdined 'to'be'Conforma- 
ble/t6 the'general Courſe of the World.” But 
ris high # once toſhew- why weſhould 
{ſo andrhisleads me to: hſt- 
2aution it'ſe aff, :char we ſhould. not be 
fbrmable-to'the'World: But before-1 
evine 0 juſtific thisTavtion, ns'to ts Bqui- 
| _ Reaſonableneſfs/Imuſt premiſitome: 
<obeernipg its: Limits/and Meaſures. 
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ain Secondly, /is this Cation 
wie —_— underſtood, asif we were 
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as toCuſtomsor/Ceremonies) alikhether Res: 
ligious-or . Civil; ot: 2Habits}:op/qnanneriof 
Addrefs,-or wayuofDiepy'or the like/0::Hari 
however: thefe may:mor poſtiblzbevordertd 
accorting®to:the beſt x6nvenianceibrimeay 


fure: of Diſcretjon;:yev?tis accordingrto the 
pablick! Wiſdom ofthe-Placerangy Nationy 


(for:the WiſdomvoftaNativpragiken avmuch 
Serettthermatceab hoes hetageopoſed 
re:the matter 'beioguupp 

indifSerenr; 'tis:nor:civil.or madett to con+ 
tradict; them. 2iAndithere is this farther-ro 
be conſidered, thatbeſides thepridtezand:rude- 
neſs of fuch an'oppabition,/ all rhe Lage 
or conveniences: Nancan get bybitg willnot 
contri __ the. Odium ms 
ation:and-Singokiviry: A ing 
iy' we nd, that che Wiſeft of Men in allA+ 
ges: have ever: thought at Prudence! to con» 
orm-tothe Innocent, though other wiſlendt 
ſo:convenient Quitoms of the Agerand Place 
whersin they'ived;/7 oAnd tis obſerved can> 
cerning our [Bleſſed S3viour »himfalf}): who 
was the /\Wiſdbmm! ofthe Eternal-Father, [chat 
witn-he condeſtended to pution Elefh,: and 
11% among Men; be'condeſcended yet'fur- 
thers :apd-complied\with all'the received 
Cirftoms and Maiinersof the FewifhiNarion, 
And indeed; he.became:in all things ike/un- 
-t6;15 Brethren; -Sin only - excepred$ [no- 
««i7ewas his only Singularityo eaboP/ 5191 
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as 'the'be 


:wvellas ofour Fri 
4 {cies t:Forrwbyſhould/weſhew much diſ- 
wt reſpett to-our” Com 
s Roadthey: have taken, i 
vel ivvit? "Phe Conformity therefore which 
-we'are there cautioned 'againit, 'is that” of 


\:"And this, \in-otie\Word} 4s*0ur meafiire ; 
$ought-»to/bv eolformtble Ws fi 
nd of” fonotehce;; »/Jue" ad Aris 
is the meafure-ot-our evil Converſation; as 
and dearer Intima- 


2"as' ro quit" the 
'we may fately rra- 


Imitating thegeneral'PraQice of the World, 


"as to'A ,\not of s Civil but of a: "Moral 


Nature? WemuſtnorbeConform'd to the 
general:-Morals of this World ; the Reaſon 


and Equity: of which Caution I conie now 
| to: juftity: oo 1199 


-Andithe firſt Reaſon why we riſks be 


Conform's to'this. World, is becauſe this is 


not ſuchai'World-as we may" ſafely imitate, 
*tis:not a-World for'us to'be Conformed to ; 
it never: was ſo ever in'the Beſt and Pureft 


"Times, much -lefs is it now, in theſe laſt 


and worlt days. -- *Tis not ſafe following the 
Maultitude at any #7mey mach leſs now:; nor 
in any: thing, - but leaſt of all'in the ordering 
our Life and Converſation; -*Tis a very: ill 
Guide in. matters of Opinion, but” much 
worle in matters of Praftice z for the: World 
isa meer Theatre of Folly, a Stage:'of' Vice 
and Debauchery, ” one great Aceldama of 
Blood and Cruelty, and to uſe the Deſcrip- 
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ef St. Joha, the whole World keth in Wick- 

Joh.$.1g. ahe! Words ay&) tical, 

dr 75\ nu wire it has Dot only: lea into 

the Gulph of Sip); butitlics there-comtetted- 

ly, d quietly. *Tisnot obly:Gighaly, Wipe 
ind with the Waters of Iwpurity, 

i, "ms as it, ware Maated rownd, 


or rather all 
over drench'd andiſoak'd in them, like-the 
Earth io the UYaiyeslal Deluge: Bur. this I 
need: purſye. no:furgher:, having [already 
Tado It a diftiof\ Member of my. Diſcourſe. 

Again Secondly, ariother Reaſon why we 
muſt. got be Confarmed terthis World, is 
-becayſe by . ſa doing;. 'we ſhall confirm and 
{trengsben thecauſegof Wickednefs, andgive 
1t Settlement , Succefſion and P ity : 
For, we. ſhall £QUneananct /:and:'urbbolden 
thols whom.vs idlizere, and cauſe others $0 

Br us,. and: they again. will :be-a Predi- 
dent to. others, afd-lo.on,  'till Vice pretend 
tothe Right of Cuſtomand Preſcription, and 
Iniquity- be eftabliſhed by a 1 This is 
one. great Reaſon; why the. Ws td-ts fo. bad 
naW,.and "cis the;:þglt: expediens/ the Nevil 
has to. make it: yet Worſe ; for by: this the 
Vices of tha formet: Ages: deſcend upon the 
futaxe, Sin becames Hereditary ,, Children 
rranſcriþe their viciaus Parenys, and aQual, 
Up Qogieal $n,. 1»,infail'd upon Pofterity. 
Fill ze up. the Moafure, af your & athers, Mat. 23. 
32, laid our Saviour by way of _—_— - 
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cleboſe 400 Wein: dividing wry ne 
boc thatmalt-efthe wic of 
that Nation was'o £0 this, that oy, 
were ſo generally poſſeſſed with this Super- 
ſtictious Humour .of ity, and were 
reſobved-rodo as thett Forciathersbad cage 
before: them 

Again Fhirdly, another Reaſon why we 


Chriſtians:muſt:norCanform to this World, 


5 becau@: both the Precepes aod the Rewards 
of our Religioarequire a very difterent me- 
thod of Lite from what is ordinarily. praQti- 
ſed ; the Precepts are firift and {eyere,'\.and 
the Rewards high) and noble, ſuch indeed 
as cannot be conceived:for their greatneſs, 
and they::both call far a very excellent and 
extraordinary way of Converſation. ;. for af- 
ter the common; way: of Living; ;we-ſhall 
neither ob:457 the one, nor fu/p/-the other. 


Indeed: our Religion obliges -us to. great 


$tritneſs and: Singularity, and a Chriftian 
cannot ' be:like 'himſelf if he be like other 
Men: : To. be:a Chrifttan-indeed, isto be a 
New Creature, to be New in Nature, and 
NewinLife and Converſation; he muſtinot 
be like :his former ſelf, much leſs like the 
reſt of the World. | The Argument 15 the 
Apoſtle's, iTe are all the Children of Light, and 
the Opldrew of the Day; that is, Chriſtians, 

F 4 Profeſſors 
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— efcellenv Religion, 
whoſe- rm vn [excellently' ly Gbod,cand 
ſe Promicourteateliemmly at.}afnd: 


what*then? Therefdreiletrus) not Steep ar.d0 a+; 
thers, but let us Warchund: be Soberg10//T hel. 
5: oy '6; ei! F, 1:512029:0t 9 

Again Fourthly andLablyy WeChriſtians 
haveone more peculiar Reaſon nottotbecon- 
formed to this World ; we haverrenounced 
it 4/6ur* Baptiſm, with all/ its/Pomps and 
Vanities : By which aremeant;'not:only the 
Heathen Games and SpeQacles;their vain 
Shews;- and looſe Feftivities ;' theit :lewd. 
Bacehapalsiand Stturmds, which we renounce 
Abſolutely; and the Wealth and: Glory -and 
Grandeur even-ofi the: Chriftiav World, as 
often as: they prove:inconfiſtent with the 
ends of -our” Holy- Inſtitution '; but-alſo the 
protniſcuous- company, the general PraCti- 
ces, and the popular Examplesofthis World, 
which :are- generally.-ſo very: corrupt and 
Wicked, that \we renounce:them-not:upon 
ſuppoſition, as in-the other:inſtancey:bur at 
2 venture. The very firft'ſtepito-a Chriſti- 
an Lite;' is to dyeito the World,-and to: its 
general: !Uſages! and Cuſtoms ++ and if we 
willfollow Chriſt, we-muſt forſake rhe Mnl- 
zituges, and aſcend. upto the Mount of Solt- 
rude and Holy Separation. F 

And that - we may' be the better aadoureg- 
ed toundertake this Religious Singulaxity, let 
usto the Reaſon of the thing, add two very 

remarkable 


Volt feverabMivine Subjeaa;; 
rematkable Striptire-Examples:: The Bk 


that 1nvites-ont; eration; that of 
Latz: who ha 1t0 dive IPO Hero: 
digiouſly ' wicked yo and- 
or!Example Debauched,. 
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Populous Place,- it could-not. afordſo.n 

as Ten; good Men; ;they were 16 ugiverſally 
ſetz'd--with the-Peſt-and Contagion of Vice. 
And'yet this good:Mao, rn be-breath'd 
iv ſo. corrupt an Aiv, was notat.all infeQed 
with itz the: health and.,cleannels, of his 
Soul, :like that, of Spcrates's Body,.;was too 
firong for the Contagion, .' and-,preſerved 
him-trom the: Malignity'of-a,Plauge' tha 
was.:more infeQtuous and. more mortal too, 
than that of Athens. - Indeed thefikby Con- 
verſation of that wicked Place, diſturd'd his 

Luiet, but it could. not ſully.his Janccence ; 
it: vex'd; his; Rightepus Soul, as the Text 
ſays,2 Pet.2.8. but.it could not. Dehauch it. 

He dwelt like - the Church, of Pergemes , 
where Satan's Seat was, Rev. 2.13. in the 
very: Metropolis; the Imperial City of the 
Devil's Kingdom ; but he Convers'd there 
like! an Angel of Light among Fiends and 
evil Spirits. / He was ſurrounded -with the 
works of Darknels,. but he had-no Fellow- 
ſhip with them ; his Company was Deviliſh, 
but his Converſation was Angelical ; though 
he: —— not make them better, yet "”y 

| cou 
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could not make him world}; he lived web 
them. bur he lived ap them. 101 1604 
This indecd was greatand extraordinary 5 
but there is an* us:Singu- 
harity[beyond this, andithatisin Noab, who 
hved in a- eels than wan as-corrupt; and 
more than the 'other's 'City 5; the whole 
World theo was bur one er Sodom, nay 
Tt was much worſe Fevy/ coy Seat of Wick- 
ednets. | Sodom indeed was fo giv ; 
Debauchery', that it could not vield Ten 
Righteous Perſons, but the whole * World: ig 
Noah's time could not afford ſo much as Tio ; 
he himſelf was the only good Man then in 
the World; as may reaſonably be concluded 
from that'Reaſon expreſſed by God why he 
excepted him from the general Deluge, For 
thee have 1 ſeen Righteous before me inthis Ge- 
weration, Gen.'y; 1. Now'tis impoſſible to 
wagin that Viee ſhould ever be more 1a 
mode and faſhion than it-was then, when as 
the Text ſays;- al} Fkſb had Corrupted his way 
wp9n the Earth, and the'whole Barth ir ſelf 
was fill'd with Violence. | And yet 1n this all 
over-wicked World, Noah maintained his 
Tnnocencs, and his Integrity ſhin'd forth as 
2 'E:tght in-the- midſt of this Crooked and. 
Perverſe Generation, and was not any. a 
Dover, but a Preacher of Ripghteouſnefs: : 
other -Ages of the World, though never % 
Corrupt, Religion and Vertue has had ſome 
Party, 
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Party; and-the 
TY wi ns aber 


e Perſon; which 
ple or Parallel. oe 


Tebeyandl all 
-. - And thus bave F pone through the ſeveral 
Stages of m Undertaking, Tſhaftnow make 
one or two brief RefleQions open the whole, 
pi Inrelation therefore to the Firſt Suppoſi- 
-tion, it may be inferr'd, That the Multicude 
-1s/ no ſafe Gaide, and that the Meaſures of 
Right and Wrong are not always to be con- 
: chaded from the conſent of Majority ; for you 
ſee here, that Yice has by much the Majori- 
gp of its fide ;' and yet 'tis Vice ſtill. 

From the" Second , it may be inferr'd, 
That. thoſe who have already a _—_ 
for-their way, ought not tothink their Ca 
-gny. whit the better for having new Proſe- 
lytes every day brought over to them, and 
'becauſe Men flock to their Standard from e- 
-very Quarter. For, as it has been diſcour- 
ed? this is no more than whart-is to be cx- 
peed from the ordinary courſe'of things. 
Men are naturally apt to imitate that which 
is moſt prevailing; and to' conform to the 
courſe and way of the World. TOES 
ore 
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fore that, yaluet p19 De RAS 
better. for this,; ſeem! not! tÞ underſtand? the 
World, but50-he meer'$ :theTn- 
Clinations of, Hyman -Naturez:for: did:they 
conkder that; \they would:quiekly perctive, 
\char. this, does: not refleA':any:Credit upon 
heir _Cauſc, bur'irather upbraids the levity 
and weakneſs. of Mankind antl-1s no-argu- 
;ment,that hex chemlelves Wy Tut © ON- 
oy that other. Men-are Fools.:' 29067 
' Laſtly, from-rhe Caution: it lk; We may 
juſtly infer, that the Cenſure of -Preciſene/s 
and Singulafity which the, Menof this World 
commonly charge upon good Men, and the 
Hatred and Spite wherewuk they profecute 
them upon: that very: account, are both/of 
them utterlyſenſeleſs and;extreamly ablurd : 
_ This has/;been-;an old-Grbdge.' Thusthe 
Sinners intheBook of Wiſdom, W;/d.2.- Let 
ws lie- in wait for the Righteous, becauſe be is 
= for our turn, and he is clean contrary 'to\our 
doings : Heupbraideth us with.our offending the 
Law, and objeFeth to our; Infamy:the tran ſgreſ- 
:(ings of our Education. And again, He war 
wade to reprove;our Thoughts ;i Fle 3s grievous 
19.4 even t0 behald, for his Life is not like: 0- 
ther , Mens, bis: Ways are of another Faſbion 
A very high — indeed, :and as notable 
an Inference; he lives otherwiſe and: better 
than we do, and therefore we.muſt hate-and 
. perſecute' him. - But this 1 (ay is a __ 
ur 


Val..1r/ fepabOwine Sibjeny,”* 8 
ſandgat: te! way of.procecdinj 
for the:ground of the ere re og the 
bitcompiconey torlomorethanthis? They: 
dreaogry.witica Man» fornotlevidgltheis 

-fo wel{dsr/beconterit robe Dat” 
nel forthe lakelowt. > Bur/T thinkiwemilly 
withigreav\Oirdliop beg theirvexcuſe in! this 
magecer ;.i6 rheyowitl have ae3bausithey! 
tha let! thenvrake cate:t6'db a3 they ont 
do:i'»But for a Ma@nitomakehiviſelf's Befy 
utterly unfit cobocnvers'? withſrand thu 
to call me Singular and Unſfociable, becauſe 
I won't keep him Company, 1s hard mea- 
ſure. 

And as theſe Men are guilty of an unrea« 
ſonable Charge, ſo ſhall we be guilty of an 
inexcuſable Folly and Weakneſs, if we de- 
part from our Duty and our greateſt Intereſt 
upon ſuch a trifling inconſiderable Diſcou- 
_—_ : For then *tis plain, that we_arg 
of the number of thoſe low and unconſider- 
ing Spirits, that /ove the Praiſe of Men more 
then the Praiſe of God. 

' Let us not therefore be led away with 
Noiſe and Popularity, nor be frighted from 
our Duty by thoſe empty Anathema's of the 
Multitude, the Cenſure of Unſociableneſs, 
Preciſeneſs and Singularity. , Let us be ſure 
by doing our Duty, to ſatisfy our own Con- 
Kciences, whatever others do or think. Let 
us not be carried away in the Polluted tor- 
rent 
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T2 Honounias Glorith Gol, 26H 
the Haudfthe whole; fois it the Divy 
and ! Privsleda of HI'the Rationl and Intels 
ledualipart oftheCration.' God indeed has 
rmade'all things furchis' 'Gloryz-and te Tails 
not to-glorifies hinsf#tf otie way'or other: by 
all'things chat He H45 wade 7 'bur-there ate 
ſome things whicthe has made'rd: glorifie 
him by ties and/proper a&ts of Worſhip and 
Hothage. And tle as hetras more #abled, 
{o 
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ſo has he more o/zged to the Performance of 
this Divine Office, by diftinguiſbing them 
as well by Favours had Heats as by Or- 


der of Be d.d of natural Ec 
lefc St Gn oe Lea tom, "FE Fs 


L e fra ec | 
! Amongi tis Man, wh though #pre- 
ſent not ſo capable of this Divine Impligy as 


ſome' of the other IntelleQual Orders, yet 
he has as much, perhaps more Obligation t 
tht DF OX then F#"frnee Ge | i vt 
: 6tlly -favourd him with pecufiar" 5, 
ſuch as the Grace of Repentance,: the'Ho- 
nour of being Perſonally united to_the_Di- 
vinity, @c. but has alſo placed him in ſuch 
a Sphere-where he is the.ofly Creature that 
can acknowledge and PjOcligiawm Service 
to the on mrs ——_— ng oe | Crea- 
tures.praiſe God only Pgſively, as far as the 
carr oh Cty Can dap rhe'Diy 
PerfeQtions, which muſt be confidered and 
acknowledged before they redound to the 
4Fual glory -6f-the Creatore:: Likeia . 
which-'thdugtt never {a;Harmonically Ser 
and-Tuned. yields.no Muſick til its; Strings 
beartfully;touohed by. a Skilful. Hang! «But 
Man can fregly- command and” ſtrike! the 
Sings of his. own Heartland AﬀeQtions, 
and 45 the;oaly Creature here: below.'thas 
ca Adtvely -praile andi-hogour his great 
Maker and / BenefaQtor,:Man therefore; 
concern'd to honour- and'glorific God choth 


_ fos 
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for | himſelf and for all the Creatures round 
about —_ LE 'as wn _ 
Temple O great = Cf; YH \ MI n iS as 'n 
were the Prieft in this Region of it, where 
he” muſt undertake 'the Office -of honouring 
and glorifying God', not'only ia his own, 
bur alſo in the name of all this brute and un- 
capable part of the Creation. And he is 
here taught how to do it in theſe Words of 
the Pſalmiſt, whoſo offers me Thinks and Praiſe, 
he Honours me, or heGlorifies me. 

By Honoxr or' Glory here; Þ ſuppoſe is 
meant whatever comes within the Notion of 
Religious Service, or Divine Worſhip ; and 
when "tis ſaid, that he who offers God 
Thanks and Praife, he it is that Honours 
him ; I ſuppoſe 'tis ſpoken Empharically , 
and by way of Eminence, importing as much 
as if *twere ſaid, He it is that honours him 
more particularly, and performs a more ſpe- 
cial piece of Religious Service. So that from 
the Words I ſhall in the Firſt place colle& 
this Propoſition, That the moſt principal 
and moſt acceptable part of Religion con- 
ſiſts in Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 

Secondly, I ſhall confider what are the 
things we are concernd chiefly to thank 
God for z among which I ſhall. particu- 
larly infift upon that Providential diſpo- 
ſal of Men in fuch' outward Conditions 
and - Circumſtances of Life , as'may be of 

| G advan- 


advantage to. further their: Etarnal lazereſt; 
Thirdly, 1. ſhall beiefly: repreſent; £o- you, 
that the, Cirqumſtapres. of your Life are 


mend this. Inference. to your Conſideration, 
that/youare therefore. highly, obliged! to the 
Daty of Praiſe and Thankſgiving. 

The-Firft thing-to, be ſpoken to.is, that 
the moſt. principal-and. moſt acceptable; part 
of Religion canfiſts. in Praiſe and Thank(- 
giving. I confels. L am; not very fondi of 
making Compariſons between-aQs, of Reli- 
210D,. being.not ignorant of what Religion 
it {elf has ſuffered uponthis very account, a» 
mong acertain.Genexation, of:Men: who: ſet 
up. one Duty. of, Religion againſt another, 
as. Preaching againſt. Praying. Nor ſhould: 
I do:it, here, but that L have, for ſame time: 
obſerved, that the Price. of this Duty:1s ge- 
nerally beaten dawn, andthe Duty, it {elf but 
ſeldom. and but coldly prattiſed even among; 
them who make Great, account of all the: 
reſt, and. are more particularly addiged to 
a Life of Piety and Devation, The Parable. 
of the Ten Lepers 1s.a true Draught and 1- 
mage of Mankind 3 all Teo Prayed, being: 
under a great;.neceffity. to-do-1a, but there 
was but one who, bethoyght: himſelf; and. 
gave thagcks., And. ſo *tis in; the; World, 
where to. ten that Pray, tis-well if- there be 

one 
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with balfche. Zeal ang Afetion 
wherewith he:is wont to Pray; which pror 
cedure by, the-way, Ekoow:not.how; ta ne» 
lalve into.any.other: Principle than. this, _ 
when we | Ptay,, 'tis; for our: 
awq Intereſt; ta procure-ſome gaed,. ar- « 4 
avaid ſome. evil:; but. when; we-give. Thanks 
*tis ro:God; and for God;. wichouttany Self+ 
regard;, as, 4 ſhalkturtber:fhew by: and by. 
__ I :151t that: makes Men; 
more:frequentiand more zealaus/in-their 
NN than'in thair:Praiſes:: - Whereas ins 
deed: the latter calls for:greate on and 
Elevation of Spiritthan, 6: be foner; Prailg 
being: a greater. glarifgication: of 'God than 
Prayer., and indeed.than, any other, Aﬀt af 
Religion. 

This, I might. make appear from. ſeveral 
grounds of: Arguiment.3. but not to: burthen 
my Diſcourſe or. your Patience with: Unne» 
ps "hrvy L ſhall confine myſelf rathis ſingle 
Conbderation, That to Praiſe and give 
Thanks to:God,. is the.moſt unſelfiſhanddil- 
interelled a& of Religion we can” poſhbly 
honour him: with , and: conſequently the 
moſt noble andgenerousof all The Covſe- 

I ſuppoſe will readily be acknaw- 
ledged,. that it it be _Y the moſt dil-inte- 


reſſed 


IF , 


go, Paadical- Diſcourſes upon Vol.1, 
refſed a of Religion, *tis'alſo the'moſt no- 
ble and excellent 3 for theilefs. there is of 
Self,” and the more there is/of God in an 
Religious Performance , the more perfe 
*tis allowed to be ; and though we do nor 
with ſome, make it neceſſaryto the good- 
neſs of an AQtion, that it be «nmercenary, 
and done without any proſpe& of Reward; 
yet the Reaſon” is, becauſe *tis too high a 
mark for a mortal aim. We think'it a Mea- 
fure hardly 'Praticable by ay, and there- 
fore not neceſſary to al; not denying in the 
mean while, but rather ſuppoſing, that if 
we' could aft by ſuch a Meaſure, it would 
be an higher and more” noble Pitch of Ver- 
tue. Taking therefore the Argument for 
granted, I ſhall think my ſelf farther con- 
cern'd only to juſtify the -Onder- In, 
by ſhewing that *cisreally the moſt dil- inte- 
reſſed part of Religion. 

Now that ir is ſo, will be ſufficiently evi- 
dent from this, that-it reſpeQts the Benefits 
of God meerly as they are paſt ; it has in- 
deed the Goodneſs of God for its ObjeR, as 
well as many other acts of Religion , but 
with this Difference, that whereas other 
aQts of Religion reſpeQ the Benefits of God 
as they are to come , this reſpeQs them as 
paſt, and conſequently can have no Eye up- 
on future Advantage. He indeed that gives 
Thanks may, but not as, and fo faras he 
glves 
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wauTl. ſeveral Divine Stibjeits. *91 
thanks 7 Tr may be'the' End of thie / 
qe, but not of the ATtion.' Forobſerve, 
Way e thanks for Ble(fings received 
«ja 7h cans to- procure more, as well 
as other Religious as, yet'there is this dif- 
ference; that other a&ts are not only Means 
to ' Bleſſings, 'bur may be uſed as ſuch' ro 
that end, Lives deſtroying the nature of 
the a&s themſelves. - But now Gratitude 
cowards God, though itbe reallyin it ſelf, 
as much a Meas in order tofuture Bleſſing 
yet/it" can't 'be '\uſed 'and intended to that 
| ſe, without {ſo far undoing the very 
| - 90 as well as Bxce/lency of the AQtiog : 
Fob if I give: Thanks meerly'to-/get-more, if 
; that be my deſign, this is os Gratitude, but 
only - another -way':'of Begging, and ſo my 
Praiſing will indeed fall in an be confoun- 
 ded\with Praying, which: are ſuppoſed to 
- be: diſtinaQ. So that the vety- notion of 
| nkſoiving © excludes all regard to Self in- 
tereſt; and what ſome highflowa' Theoriſts 
have aflerted of Vertue 1n general, that-it 
loſes its very Being and PerfeQion, by being 
Mercenary or done-upon motives of Inte- 
reſt is ſtritly true, of this particular Vertue, 
Whoſe very Idea ſhuts out all reſpeQt to ſelf- 
advantage. 

The ſhort is, this vertue of Thankfulneſs, 
though it be converſant about the goodneſs 
and beneficialneſs of the Divine Nature , 
G 2 which 
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.Which is. allo ſuppoſed tobe attually-oxgr- 
ciled upon us, yet ir.dees.not reſpett, in 
torder. to. obr. Intereſt, but -as_*ris a | 
PerfeCtion of the fame Divine Nature, and 
Þ is-rather. an; -bumble. acknowletgment of 
hing excellent ' in-Gbd, : whoſe Perfe- 
1905 ve adoreand bear. witneſs'to,' than 
an Addreſs; to. him'for ſomething of advan- 
-tage. tq2our delves, whichs Ifaid*before, 
vr leeendeds, AndVari Dari toen- 
Port with. 
.. But mow- qhitis matt.chai can defi of 
Any ofthe other: ads of Rehgion; whenwe 
Pray, *tis-for-the- Relief: of our Wants;.uotr 
. Faith leans: $upon 'fome filture Good, !abdetr 
. Hope is a-comfortable expeRtation of ic ; atd 
yen Charity it ſelf agity sGod, Hawa 
ainenes of fa ſelf:repiird fn ſt;i1!fay as farts 
cAxFi $'Gog, For it muſt beyielded(whhat- 
.ever. ome /pretend tothe: contrary, 1). thit 
_ theres fprne fort'df Love:-whictraay be tiſ- 
-Intereſſtd-andſpure fronvany ſelfiſh Princi- 
:Ple, namely -Laye of Bewcvolence, whereby 
we may wiſh well 41d do, well toour Neiph- 
-bour: purely -fer- his Good, : without-proje- 
Ring any Advantageto our: ſelves. Bat then 
this is nor that :Love whetewith we)fove 
God, who is not capable of our Benevolepce, 
bat! only of dur-Defrre':' For when wielove 
God, .we don't. pretend towiſh any:goodito 
him whois already poſleſs'd: bf all ; -but-on- 
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may utiprigcipled 
the Diſeontle of theſe Wh talk of toni ” 
God purely for himſelf and his ownabfohj 
Perfettiotts, without regariing our own ad- 
vantape therein. '"We may indeed love our 
Nezbbowr 'fo, but'fo we ith love God.; 
fot-t0 love God; *is ro Hap , to defire 
Hig as our 'Gvod- and Hap 7.4 "yk and all 
love of Defi eds fromMWayt, -andbnds 
in OY, _ bog it ſeit muſt 'pive 
Thankſpiving, 1 Kippoke 
=, of the 6rh Fa + ofRelighon will offer 
at#eomper tion with it, | 
"(Biit" me fay; does not our Saviour call 
Lave the Firft-and the Great Command- 
mem? To this] anfiver, thitby Love there 
is (meant either Love of Benevolence, or 
Lbve'of Defire's if Love 'of 'Benevolence, 
that* is tio imintdiate'a@t of Religion, God 
not being POTS foloved; as was 
utget] before And therefore we may alfow 
this to be the principal Commandment, 
without -any contratition' to. the prefent 
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of, be love of Defre, than this is ſaid to be 
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_which is allo ſuppoſed to: be aftually xr 

A agg yet it-does.not refpett;it_in 
torder- $0. 007. Tntereſt, but -as_*ris 'T rofolhf 
Perfettion of of the fame Divine Nature, | arid 
Jo, is rather, an-bumble acknowletigmient: of 
-ſomething excellent | in-Gbd, : whoſe Perfe- 
Hions "we adoreand bear witneſs'to,' than 
. an Addrefs; to: him'for ſomething of advan- 
tage, $420ur; ſolves; which as 1faid{before, 
"ts very, Idezexdudes, andcarinobatallcom- 
Port wich. /::; 

But a9w. this is more than can befaid of 
Any ofthe other ads of Religion; wheniwe 
Pray, tis for the-Relief: of our Wants;\otr 
Faith leans, sup0n fame filture Good, !abdotr 
Hepeiga comfortable expeRation of ic ; ahd 
yen Chorjty.it ſelf agit. God, lava 

Fw of tat ſelf-regird fo) it, ;I!fay as fas 
$'God, Forit muſt-beyielded (wthdt- 
ever ſome /pretend tothe contfary, 7). that 

thereis ſore fort'df Love:-winelrmay be tdi: 

intereſitd-andſpure fromany Klfiſh -Princi- 
"ple, namely -Laye of Bexevoltnce, whereby 
we may wiſh well 1d do, well toour Neifh- 

ur! purely - far- 445 Good, ; without-prdje- 
Ring any Advantageto our ſelves. Bat then 
'this 4s” not- that +Love whetewith we)tove 
God, who is not capable of our Benevolepce, 
but! only of dur-Defire':' For when wielove 
God, we don't. pretend rowiſh any: good'to 
him whois already poſſcſs'd-of all ; bution- 
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the -Diſeourſe of thoſe who talk of Loving 
God purely for himſelf and his own -abſohg 
Perfettions, wickour regarding or own ary 
vanta therein. "We may indeed love our 
Nejgbbowr 'fo, but'fo we 'catinot love God.; 
for-ro love God, "is ro Jelire bim, to tefire 
hidi'-a4 out Good and Happinefs, and all 
love of Defireprocceds from Want, andends 
in Pellreſs. And iFLove it ſelf muſt yive 
rhe P: &y ro Thankſpiving, 'I ſuppoſe 
H6He of the orher fits ef Religion will offer - 
1t#edmpetition'with' it, | 

""Batiyowil fay; does nor- our Saviour call 
Love the Firft-and the Great Command- 
ment? To this1 anſwer, thitby Lovethere 
is '\rmeant either Love of 'Benevolence, or 
Love of Defire's if Love 'of 'Benevolence, 
that*is tio immntdiate-a&t of Religion, God 
not" being capable of being fo Tees. } as was 
uiget before And therefore we may allow 
this to be the principal Commandment, 
without any contratiQion' to the prefenc 
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AQs of Religion. Brtif the love here ſpoken 


"of, be love of Defre, than this is ſaid to be 
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the Firſt and the Great Commandment, not 
becauſe it excells all thereſt by \its own pro- 
per. value, but becauſe it vertually contains, 
and is produttive' of them all, there being 
nothing ſo difficult or , naturally diſpleaſing 
which 2 that truly loves, that is, Deſires 
God, will refuſe to do for his ſake. And 
therefore 'ris, that in another place, Love 
is ſaid to be the fulfilling of the Law, Rom. 
13. 10. that is, vertually-and potentially, as 
*ris a general Mother Vertue, and theprin- 
ciple of a more particular;and ſpecial Qbedi- 
ence. And in this reſpeQ indeed Love iis 
the firſt and the, great Commandment ; -but 
if we conſider the proper, dignity and excel- 
lence of the AQion, he that praiſes God ho- 
nours him more; and expreſſes himſelf more 
generouſly than he that Loves him... - For.he 
that loves God,. loves. him for his own-good, 
in. order to his Happineſs. and well-being 3 
but he that praiſes him ( ſo faras be does {o,) 
does it not upon” any. ſelf-end, but meerly 
becauſe he thipks it juſt and equitable that 
a Creature ſhould acknowledg and adore 
the Excellency, of his Creator 3 which: cer- 
taioly is the xob/eſt as wellas the juſteſt thing 
a Creature can do. 

Indeed Lowe is the only Divine or Religi- 
ous Vertue that can. with any pretence'vye 
with Praiſe and Thankſgiving ; and accor- 
dingly 'tis obſervable, that of all the yertu- 

| ous 


Vol:IL —— 95 
ous as and habits that are nowrrequiſite to 
-a\Man ;|for Heaven, inane ſhall: be 
ught: worthy to-be x Wd 3d it, but on- 
ly theſe Two, - Praiſe and Love ;:all the reft 


ſhall be ſepet-annvated meer ner A 15 having 
z Tt 


no further occaſion for their Exerciſe 

two only -ſhall-remain to: berthe entertain- 
ment of Angels-and Aogelical Spirits to all 
Eternity, '-//} 

- But though. Divine Loveibe equal with 
Praiſe as to this'reſpeQ,- in point'of Perme- 
ence and Duration, yet in;point of Generoff- 
ty it comes far ſhort of it:z for .indeed-to 
ſpeak properly, Love isnofurther excellent, 
than-as'it partakes of the nature of Praiſe ; 
no further than as 'tis one way of acknow- 
Jedging the Divine Perfetions./: For what 
commendation 45-it for me:to Love what is _ 
my good, .and makes for my Intereſt-any 
otherwiſe than as by loving, I acknowledge 
and bear witneſs 'to theexcellency! and ami- 
ableneſs of the Qbje& beloved? That there- 
fore which. is excellent in. Love, is not my 
Coveting the Divine Good, (- which I. .do 
purely tor:my own Pleaſure and Profit, but 
by bearing witneſs to it- And yet even here 
Praiſe: will have the Preeminence, becauſe 
this acknowledges the Divine PerfeQions 
Dire#ly-and Expreſsly, which: the other does 
only Jmplicithy and by Conſequence, So that 
in every reſpe&, Praiſe and T — 
Wi 
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Es great worth. and. importance of 
wn 5 1 ot Praiſe, apd of tlie igeneral-Back- 
Avg Coldaels of 90%, applying 
is rot 1.1 + 
hor 1 procerd.tins: i in Rn; place, 
zocanfider CO Ttho things we. ER SOT 
1y-concerned to/Praiſe and Thank God for. 
'Fhbeſe in general are thole things; whighre- 
late co our Spiritual Concern: bs qurigrand 
Intereſt.inanotter :World 3, forth ſame.ge- 
neral. Order is..t6 be- obſerved both in ohur 
Prayers; and.in- our Praiſes; and*as wefe 
chiefly:to Pray fot Spiritual Bleſings ; ſo?tis 
for them that wearecbiefly toreturn Thavk:. 
More particularly \we.;are. concerned. to 
thank God (as-the Wiſdom of or excellent 
Chych direQs us,.!) for his ineftimable Love 
ty; the Redemprien of the -Warld by our 
Jeord: Jeſus Chriſt,. for the means of Grace, 


and 
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ell or-ill. ofexcellent 


Diſpoſitions, 
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young Diſciple of St. John, in' 'Ercleſtaſtick 
Story ? and fo again on the other hand, how 
many Perſons of Vicious Inclinations, and 
more vicious Lives, have been diverted out 
of the Road of DeſtruQtion, 'meerly by ſome 
accidential Occurrence , ſome little Provi- 
dential bit that happened to croſs their 
way ! 

There is an Ingenious Gentlemam of con- 
fiderable CharaQer and Figure in the Lear- 
ned World, who makes that:Grace of God 
whereby he conduQts Men to Holineſs and 
Happineſs, to be nothing elſe but only'a 
happy train or diſpoſition of external Cir- 
cumſtances and Occurrences. As ſuppoſe a 
Man falls into ſome very ſharp  Afii&ion, 
which works him intoa ſoftneſs and tender- 
neſs of Mind ; while he is under this ſenſible 
and pliant diſpoſition, he happens to meer 
with 


[OCs 
6b anddabe: 12 1 not oghtt 
: Now/thoughfor ſexcrakweighty: Reaſons, 
500 Many! to be here al 1:6 cannog: be 
ofthis Gentleman's'Mind, ſo far'asto make 
theDivine'Grnace( which in Scnipture is: fres 
queatly-aſcribed-:ta/the; Holy: Spiriv: of God 
working withim us. to be: nothing; elſe: bus 
a courts of welb-laic Cixcumſtances; yer: k 
may and. muſb needs. ſay, that b think: the 
outward! Cireumtances of Life; have: a.ves 
Ty- great ftroakt upon; the morat condu@t of 
It, and that the ſ#cce/s of inward Grace: does 
very; much depegd upon outwardQccurgen- 
ces. For nor to! argue from the difterens 
manner of Education upon which, the quality 
ok our future life does generally as much. de» 
pend, as the fortune of the Sou{ does upon 
ts delivery out of.the Hand, *tis common 
and caſy to obſerve, that ſome Mea aze in- 
gaged in ſuch unhappy Circumſtances, as 
do almoſt necefiinate: them: ta be: Vicious. ; 
while others again .are ſo advantagiouſly 
placed, asif God had laid a. Phot fortheig Sal- 
vation. The 


rivads. dy- ſuch-advan | 
have great reaſon: ro bleſs God for nt 
the work of eheir Salvarion{d Baſte, 
Iffue of ix ſo Severe, for thus then, 
nd ſetting they in order for ternal Pl 
For however the glory of doing well _ 
hanced by-circumſtences of 1 antaye 
tis ſpoken to the creditof the Chu y Jon 
games, that ſhe Held faſt rhe Pairhr even 
where Satan's Seat was;: Rev. 5. 13. yetof 
fuch vaſt moment s the-bufinefs of our Sals 
vation, that-a-Wiſe ConfideringMan woult' 
prefer: ſuch circumftances-as add'rathier to 
hi Security, thanto the iSCrown. 
*Fis $00 great a ſtake to be hazarded' for the 
glory- of 4 greater Excellence, whether of 
Vertue or of Reward'; andhereforerhough 
a Life of: Tempetion: may  pothbly' ſerve. to 
that, yet-our Saviour iy confideration/of our 
ſtate and danger; hasraughrus to pray ttrar 
Your not enter-into'it. 
for the fame rez{bn tate 
ack circumftances of Lift-2s ape to oo 
ec, 
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Pe aloyion Andifitcon- 
ray for fuch, theo alſo to give 
ks for th We ought indeed-to Bleſs 
God- for every thing, that contributes never 
fo lirtle to ſo great an End, much more-for 
diſpoſing us in ſach.a ſtate and way of Life, 
where we have few Temptations but to-do 
well, and. are+as it-were under a Courſe of 
Salvation. | 
_ And this (my Brethren, ) I take to be ve- 
19,999 much your caſe , and that the circum- 
of your Life are in a great meaſure 
.fuch as I —_ now deſcribed; for not to 
mention your grand, though common. Pri- 
viledge of Chriſtianity , which divides you 
from. above halt the World, and your more 
peculiar Priviledge. of being Members of a 
Reformed Church, and that too the Beſt 
of thoſe which are Reformed, where there 
a ſuch excellent Proviſion made for all the 
oſes of a Chriſtian Life 5 where you 
al not only all the S#bſtartials of Chriſti- 
an Religion, , ene t thoſe alſo moſt excellent- 
ly Ordered and Diſpoſed according to the 
beſt 


_ 


an AFive Lite; whenever you ſhall becalled 
tO It; af) 
And: Firſt, as'to a Contemplative Life z 
This is-immediately and properly'a Life of 
Religion and Devotion, and abſolutely:con- 
ſidered, is the moſt perfc&t ofany :' This the 
School-men and Myſtical Divines conmimon= 
ly repreſent under the:Figure of Martha and 
Mary, the former of which rhey ſuppoſe to 
be the Piftureof an A#ive Life, andche lac- 
ter of a Contemplative. And whereas Mary 
is {ſaid to have choſen. the Berter: part, this 
they thinka Warrant to give the:preference 
to a Contemplative Life. Whether it be or 
ho, 'I will not diſpute, bur I think the pre- 
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ferencc-it ſelfishuſt, and that a:Contemplas 
mir abſalucely! conſidered); has (the 
granr 'P rpm 'Vors el there be 
meer erly' kh opens: i ace} 
oa though the [Habit of Chariy ſhall (-as 
the Apoſtlediſcourſes, x for.'13-8.) remain 
for ever ;.:yet:ithele preſent inſtances atid ex 
preſſes:of-1t; are calculated |ipurely for-rhis 
Pike, and ſhall utterly ceafe:in-the next. ' But 
now the Coltemplative Lifeag jto laſt for e- 
ver, and'to be the Entertainmer of that ftgre 
where there is nothing bur meer Excellence, 
where all +20 is imperfect ſhall be done a- 
ways 
And this is chat Life which your preſent 
circumſtances both 1nvite you to, and- fur- 
ther you in 3 here your Thoughes are your 
' own, and fois: your:-77:e too: wherein ro 
employ them z here youlive a Life free and 
diſ-ingaged from all worldly Incumbrances 
and Secular: Avocations; and bleſt with all 
poſſible Advantages for a Contemplative and 
 AfﬀeGionate Religion: Here you have Soli- 
tude, Retirement, and Leifure, and ſo may 
ſerve God without Diftraftion, and without 
Difturbance.. And you can bardly well ima- 
g1n till you: have tried it, of how great ad- 
vantage this Jaſt thing 'is to a Devotional 
Life. tHe that has little Buſineſs ſhall beWiſe, 
ſays he that was ſo: [ may add, and ſhall 
be 
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be good -too-! podores 0 
Meditation, "codith ao Religion, Ba Bb 

 nefs 'is:an Enewy to both ; 

ris yery hard'to keep up che Spirir of Devo. 
tion'in Maltipticity of Afﬀairs. Hethacis 
thus troubled about many things, /is 'not in 
the way of Extraordinary Religion: *Tis 
well if fuch a one can tmind-the One thing 
neceſſary, and diſchatge the Offiees of Com- 
mon 'Life. But'rhis isnor your caſe, you 
have Time, and/yor have Leifine in+ abnne 
dance; you have little elſe to do,; bur to 
erm your Lamps, to 'adorn your Intertonr, 

and to: perfett Holineſs in the Fear of God. 

Ia ſhort, your very Profeſſion is to be Rel#- 
gious 3 you live in a place wherethe Order 
of the Morning and Evening Sacrifice isdu- 
ly obſerved, where you have ftared Hours 
of Prayer and Thankſgiving to ferve God in 
Publick and all the reff of your Fime is one 
codrinued Opporcuniry of Serving him in 
Private, So that you may be ſaid; conſi- 
dering the Advantagiouſneſs of your Cir- 
cumftanices, to be in the very Emphaſis of 
rhe Phraſe, TeT4ypiver is Corry, tO ttandin or- 
der, and rightly diſpoſed for Heaven, and 
your whole Lite dy be properly called a 
Day of Salvation, 

And as you here enjoy all the Advantages 
of ſerving God inthe-way of aCortemplative 
' Life, '{o Secondly, © you have here alſo all 
H 2 the 


x06 Practical Diſcolltfes upon Yol:Tt- 
the [Advantages of fitting your ſelves toferve 
both him and the Publick in. an A#ive Life 
whenever youſhall be called to' it : For be- 
ſides; [that what makes you Gocd and Reli- 
gious here, ſerves alſo to make you uſeful 
and ſervicable hercaſter, :aPious anda. Well- 
pfincipled Education being the beſt Preparg- 
tive for 'a Life of Publick AQtion and Em- 
ploymentz ' beſides: this, you have all the 
Advantages of Learning that Books and Con- 
verſation, aid Leiſure to:make the beſt-ule 
and improvement of bothcan poſbby afford: 
So tbat-there/is no Imployment or Profeſſion 
either .1n Church or State, either Spiritual - 
or Secular, but what you have here the'beſt 
Helps and Advantages to fit yourſelves for. 
And:now fince there is fo much Excellen- 
cy in Praiſe and Thankſgiving, and. ſince 
we are particularly obliged to bleſs God for 
Advantagious Circumſtances of Life ; and 
fince the Circumſtances of your preſent Life 
yy gnken be eminently ſuch, let me inthe 
laſt place commend this to your ſerious Con- 
fideration, 'Whether you are not therefore 
bighly obliged to the Duty of Praiſe and 
Thankſgiving. | 
Certainly 1kany Perſons in the World are, 
ycu arc, who are beſt qualified to under. 
ftand rhe'tranſcendent excellency of it, and 
alſo lie- under the greateſt Obligations and 
Inducements- to it : Indeed you can never 
| eno vgh 
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h bleſs God for the Happy Opportuni- 
tics of Religion you enjoy-1a--this- Place, 
where you are like the Trees ee rpc 
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Man, } and ere it:mult' be/your owh in- 
tolerable faulr, it like him, you bring not 
forth your Fruit in due Seaſon, Particularly 
you ought to Bleſs God for that Happy In- 
Aryment of theſe; dg Advantages,” whoſe 
gear. Memary., we, this Day Inith' ,..and I 
pe Gratefully Celebrate. 
wn fk a ptateſtit Senſe, and hearty 

Acknowledgment. of thele kind Difpenſati- 
ons, your next'care ſhould be to makeſuch 
good «ſe and jthprovement of them. all, as 
may anſwer both the natural tendency of the 
Priviledges themſelves, and the. good Ends 
and-Defigns of God and your Pjows Founider ; 
always remembring, that it ta as the Author 
to the-Hebrewstells us, Heb. 2. 3.) they ſhall 
fot cſcape who neglet the common Advan- 
rapes of the Chrttan Inſtitution , which 
was {0 much beyond whatever the World 
enjoyed before; much leſs ſhall we if we 
nepleft ſo great Salvation, ſo great an Ad- 
vatneage and Opportunity of being Saved. 
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Plal,” ” g 32. Keep Innocent, and" rake 
beed to" the thmng that” 1s, right'; fo or that 
Wau bring, g May Peace at tbe aſh. 


"ts the ne {eons WVASTEL J 

fe of Sin and. Wickedacls, and 4 

1 Foe ny and. Vertue, that the former 
conſults q uy the preſent Intereſt, bur the 
latter provides for our future well-beigg,and 
lays a ſure Foundation for our everlaſting 
Peace and Happineſs. The greateſt advan- 
tage Worn patty promuleour ſelves from 
ful courſe, can be at moſt bur to be di- 
verted a little, and pleaſantly entertained for 
our term of Lye here, which beſidesthe uan- 
certainty of it, is at loogeſt. very ſhot 'and 
rraghtory.: Short indeed, it compared. tg 0- 
ther temporary things in the Vegetable or 
Senlitive World, to the Life ofan Oak or an 
Elephant; bur a meer zothing, if ballanced 
with 
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ne 
## df it' that the Lik of Man, P 
39. Debns oP mak 3'#s a Spa 
long; and mine i even's3 nothing inve 
Sie, fp thePhltnift;(6o:thitiwere Gus” 
whote Life bne *cgntinued/ end intite Seene' 
.of Pleafore ; nothing bur 'rieer Senſuality 
and Epicorifm, *rwould be but juſt/tiothi 


in _ of that long part which we are t« 
wporr another Srge, Indeed ſach a de-' 
— Tptatlonip ould e to-make it 
yet much ſhovter, 215d conra@ the Sparin- 
ea Pont, Anger this is th&inoRt that a 
life of Sin 6dr poſi pretend” to; (for it 
lays claim t6 king youd the Grave but 


Miſery and Fon bike Y and when once 
the little Span is meaſured out, 'al{-thax we 
canthen ſay of ir, upon a review, will be 
co the ſenſe” of *that vere Remark of the 
Stoick; 'H hv: $Hory ' agar ; 43 MI xaxdy wire, 
The Pleaſure fridy # pat "ani gone, but the E- 
vil remains; which is a moſt deplorable and 
afiting Colfideration, 

Bel Toedk this only upon Swppoſitio; for 
indeed- the Sinher is ſeldomror never ſo for- 
tubate"as this 'comes to3 his whale life is 
but' a Point, a tittfe” Spe ck between Time 
and Eternity, and yer 'tisnotthe thoufandth 
part of it that he enjoys. The'more ufual 
method of Sin, is to mix and change the 
H 4 Scenes, 
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while wich Pleaſure, and; when that's.over,, 
ro make. us. pay. dearly, for. At 3.to.aftlict us. 
with aſharp and perhaps, lang| Repentance. 
Indeed a. bad Conſcience 13 a Companion, 
troubleſom enough even..in the midſt of the 
moſt; high-ſer . Enjoyments,3 tis then ike. 
the Hand-writing upon the Wall, enougho: 
ſpoiland dilreliſh the Fea/t; but much more 
when the tumult and hurry of Delight .is 0-: 
ver, when-all is- ſtill and fileat, when; the. 
Sinner bas nothing to:do, but attend #0 1ts: 
laſhes and. remorſes. . Andthis.in ſpite of all: 
the common Artsof Diverſion, will be very: 
often thecaſciof every wicked;/Man,; for. we 
cannot live always upoa.the Stretch.;;iour 
Faculties will not þear conſtant Fleaſure any, 
morethan conſtant Pain ; .rhere will.beſome. 
V acarncies, and when there are,. they will be 
ſure ito. be filled up: with,: uncomfortable 
Thoughts :and black. RefleQions : $0. that 
when the Accounts of a Sinful Liſe are caſt 
up, this will be foyad to be the Sum of it, a 
little preſent gratification at the-expencei of 
a deal of ſucceeding Trouble, Shame, and 
Self-condemuarion. ; nothing. but, preſent 
Joys and thoſe too frequently interrupted, 
and always overcharged. So that ſetting a- 
fide the great After-reckoning, its Pleafures 
are 
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allithe trouble; ſhe occaſion 
ia the Way as: well as: in; the Eng, tor. even 
her very Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and; 
all her Paths are Peace; [But /tis her grea- 
teſt and moſt diſtinguiſhingGlory and: Come! 
mendation, - that ſhe befriends : us Hereafien,; 
and brings us Peace at:the Jaſt, And:this 
isa Portiandþe.caninever.bedifinberitedof, 

however the Malice.of:Men, or an i} Com- 
bination of 'Accidents may defraud-her of 
the Other. And thereforethe Plamiſt Over» 
looking as 1t were all the intermedial advan- 
rages of a;good Life, recommends it, only: 
from that which.is proper and peculiar ta it. 

For Vice; has-its Preſent Pleaſures as well as 
Vertue ; but herein are they diſcriminated, 

that 'tis Vertue only that ends well. -I my 
ſelf ( ſays the Plalmiſt ) have ſeen the un» 
godly in 'great Power, : flouriſhing like a 
green 
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happy'Cloſe of the Merry Comedy. Then! 
cviitloraps Phi@ice) R "fromthe 


whole :-Keep Innocency,- ant takeiheed to. 
the thingithat is Right; forithat ſhall bring | 
a-Mun'Poaceat the baſk; A 8 24 07 | oy 
-: 'Ptit Words are/Natprally'yefobvatle: ito 
theſe treo 'Confiderations, which” ſhall be. 
matorhe Subje ofthefollowing Diſcourſe. 
78}: Thar Peace'iati the laſt (is mire! tobe; 
uzlued than a Let the TERPUINY Plea: 
ſures of Sin, | -: IWctr 
-LT; Rs yo rn a p6od life, -Whjch the Plalmiſt. 
ſes, -dy:kee 1g: Tnhocericy, and* - 
re ee tothe 1 is Fight, wilt 
cettainly.briniy'a Nite this Peace at the laſt: 

. 1093> Thar therefore-it-hight "CONGerAs eve- 
ry: Man: to keep» Ianocency:;- and ito rake 
heed-to-the 'thing'ithat' is' Right; [111 one! 
word, to'Live well; i: | 

Phe Sunrand Force of the whole may be 
redured in this: praQtical Syllogiſm. 

'['Phar whiet-will-hring 'a Mani peace at 
the| laſt; is ro'be' chiefly minded; and moſt 
dil ntly heeded!'3 5: | 

"(But a-Life of Picty/and Vertne will bring 
a'Mati Peace at' the Laſt; 

- pee a Lie of Picty and Vertue is 

ro 
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fo be chiefly minded; and” moſt diligent 
Neg, O80 hnotl 100 $i: 03" GE 
+ T begin withthe firſt Conſideration; 'Thar 
Peace at the jaft' is:more! to he valued/tthan 
aty.of ithe Temporaty Pleaſures of 'Sin; Now 
this Term uf the-leſt;-may be'raken Tivo 
ways,: tither for the aſtand' concluding! Pe: 
riod/of:a Man's'Litein this World, andrh 
Peace: attherlaſt will be all-one: with Peace 
at = wrnly Some ay yron: for pon 
and uaghangedble StateobMan'inthe 
World, end then Mere laſt wiſtibe 
the ſame with Euirlafting Peace. I ſhall con! 
ſider the Propofirion |wwith''refpe& to'both 
theſe. Senſes,» And! Firſts: for 'Peace” atithe 
Hour' of Deatt: ; 'The' ineftimable' value: of 
which:; thongh/none are iſo: well 'able-to 
judge of, as-they who are really'and aQtual: 
ly concern'd :in : that dreadful moment; yet 
we may take ſome meaſures ofir, by tonfi- 
 dering a little -what 'ic is to Dye, and' how 
miſerable is the condition of thoſe who have 
lived ſo ill as to want this/Peace at the Hour 
of Death. 
-. And Firft let us confider ( that which 1 
fear we ſeldom do) what it isto'Dye + Death 
is a thing of a ſtrange and dreadful” conſide- 
ration, dreadful in it ſelf, as 'tis a Difſoluti- 
on of Nature;'the manner of which, becauſe 
we do not kyow, we mightily fear 3 but 
much more fo in its Iſſue and: Conſequence, 
| which 


215 ]adicalDiſcourſeg'upon —Vol.I[. 
#hichi'is both grezr and doobufad, for upott 
this one thing more depends, than 'uporall 
thEthings inthe! World beſides; Indeed the 
IoRof Life.andthe Painsand Agonies where- 
with iri&loſt,-are:ihe leaſt; purt of Death: 
[This indeed+is the:whole: of twcatbrute and 
irfattonal Creatures, they: faffer[/Pain for a 
white, thenireſigawptheir'Breath, and loſe 
bath! the/Senſe! and' the Remembrance: of 
botb;Pain and-Pleafure. -- Buvto'che Dying 
Mir Death/:appears'inanother'Lighre; apd 
with anorberi:!Pacer He isfurrther to' con- 
lidery/ xtiat heis-Juftnow-launchingout ints 
the athomletsDeepof Eternity :5' chat he is 
eftrigg-upin a! new;,! ſtrange, dark ,-and 
Withil-unaltcrable: ſtate. of rhings ;thar he 
hall be weithinifome few Mihutes what! at 
preſent ſhe:has-nv manner of Notion: of, and 
whatthe muſt 'beforever; ' that he is'now as 
bout-to throw bis laſt and great Caft; and tg 
be reſolved orice for all of his whole Condi- 
tion'z that beris' now paſhog/from Time to 
Eternity, Eternity- of 'Happinels, : or Eter- 
nity of Miſery. 

 /And what a dreadful moment then muſt 
that be, which a little precedes this great 
Traniaction; when a Man ſtands npon the 
very. edge and brink of the:;Precipice, juſt 
upon the 'tutoiag -oft , and\;has'ithe great 
Guſpa of Eternity: 40 view. Nothing cer- 
taualy can be more dreadful: than this, ex: 
cept 


Vol. ; ſeverabDivine'Subjecas, u15 
cept that.very-Poifft; thatnarrow | Hotizon 
that divides Time from; Eternity, 'thejend 
of the former, arid the beginping of the lat- 
ter, and aQuaſlly derermines therbuſinels of 
our Happineſs or Damnation: {570g 
And now. fifice to Dye is-no leſs a thing 
it-its conſequence, than tobe either-Dam- 
ned or Saved, to be either -Eternally Happy, 
or Eternally Miſerable, itcannot ſure but 
be matter of, vaſt importance-to a Man,: to 
conſider /\which of theſe two-is like to be his 
Lot, when he-1s juſt about:to try one of 
them. Nay indeed, 'twill chen nearly con- 
cern him to be pretty well aſſuted of thewel- 
fare of his After-ſtate 3.then ifever, he will 
XFightly underſtand the ineſtimable:Price of 
a quiet Conſcience, of a ſatisfied Mind, and 
of a Hope full of Glory and Immortality; 
then if ever, he will find that which was 
always a Continual. Feaſt, is now a Sovereign 
Cordial and the Food of Angels; for never 
certainly is Peace and Comfort more ſeaſon- 
able than at. this inſtant; never ſo much 
need of it, and never ſo much value to be 
ſet upon it ; never can it more avail us to be 
ſatisfied concerning our final condition, than 
when we. are. juſt entring vpn it 3 never 
-more refreſhing. to have ſome few Beams of 
Light, than when we are paſſing through 
the dark Valty and ſbadow of . Death. Tten 
thereſcre, ifever, we ſhall duly vale _ 
ric 
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rieh/ Pearl; 2 good'Conſticote; and be well 
contenvif we'had parted with all-our Sub: 


be 


Nance for the Purchaſe of it. We ſhall then 
tally convinced (O why are we nor fo 
w!) 


how much it outweighs all the Tem» 


porary Pleaſures of Sin, yea; atid the Seve- 
rities of Vertue'roo ; and that'if our whole 
Eife had beed-one continued /att of Penance 
and Auſterity; *rwould have beeh abundant- 
ly recompented by the SatisfaQtion and Con- 
olation' of thisone Moment.” And that *tis 
worth while! to live Rigidly, if *twere only 
upon' this one Conſideration, that we may 
dye Chearfully. | 

And without Queſtion it muſt needs be 
an unſpeakable SarisfaQtion ro a Dying Man, 
when if he looks backward, he fees a Life 


well fpe 


nt 5 if forwerd, he has before him a 


bright Profpe& of Light and Glory : When 
he can ſay with King Fiezekiab, Remember 
now O Lord 1 beſeech thee, how have walked 
' before thee in Truth and with a Perfet Heart > 
Ita. 38. and with the great Apoſtle when 
within view of his Diflolurtion, 2 Tim. 4. 1 
have fought a good Fight , I have finiſhed my 


Courſe, 


have kept the Faith 3, henceforth there 


is laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, 
which the Lora the Righteous Judge ſball give 
ze at that day. T fay it muſt needs be an 
unſpeakable, an unconceivable SatisfaQtion, 
tora Man in his laſt Hour, when he 1s tak- 


ng 


be bas & Title ro'ir 4, cha 
Tabernacle (hall be diffoly 
ding with God, an e's like 
Hands, Eternal inthe Heavens: IN 
he ſhall ceafe' to live with Men,-he ſhall 
dwell with God, and converſe with Angels, . 
in a word, that he is to leaye/ othing but 
Vanities and Shadowsbebind him, and rhat 
he has the ſolid and reat'Ha neſs of a 
whole Eternity before Nog "What a mild 
and unterrifying thing is' Death ro ſuch x 
Man as this, and with what Seredicy and 
Chearfulneſs does he entertain its Summons! 
He can fmile in the Phyfictans Face, when 
he hears him' pronounce his Sickneſs deſpe- 
rate, can-receive the Sentence of Death with- 
out Trembling, and if his Senſes hold out ſo 
, Can hear even his Paſſing-Bell'with- 
out diſturbance. The Warnings of Death 
are ho more to lym, than was the Voice of 
God to Moſes, when he ſaid- to him; Get 
theenp to Mount Nebo and aye there; Deur. 32. 
no more bur get thee up and dye. For now 
he feels the dates of that Salvation 
with Joy, which he had before wrought out 
with Fear and Trembliog, and'canlay down 
his Body with an holy Hope, having one 
cd 


for whole ſakes yet frequently, put tgjr 
4 a ; 290 coo ofren fooliſhly exchanged! 
TR Lf with An of COmEIFnge is a (in- 
lar ,Happloels, but much . more to Dt 
<. it; they, i ever, 'cis.a Peace that _ 
ſes all Underſtanding. | So great reaſon hat 
Balaars for that palfonr Wiſh of his, - Lee 
E , me dye the Death of the Righteous, and lit my 
laſt End be like his... F _— 
i:But this'we ſhall be further ;convinc'd, of, 
by conſidering Secondly, the miſerable con- 
dition of thoſe. who want: this Peace at the 
Hourof Death. : This may be conceived ina 
| double degree, either by way of Doubt or 
Diſtruſt, or by way.of down-right Deſpair, 
Suppoſe. we then. in the Firſt place, a Man 
laced upon his Death- bed, who has led his 
ife ſo indifferently, or Repented ſo Jately, 
or {o imperfeRly, that 'tis a matter of rea- 
ſonable queſtion, , whether he has an intereſt 
in the Mercies of the New Covenant or no 
whet a ſtrange kind of Suſpenſe muſt ſuch a 
Man be in, and whataſtrangeconcern muſt 
he have upon him! What a diſconſolate, 
what a damping Thought mult it be tor ſuch 
a Man toconlider that he is now. going out 
of the World, but does not know whither ! 
That 


bee Fry 
| we is diſlodged fri 
give her woke Hf eroing, 


_ vHAgd ot t 
h an. uacertai oxy HS 


on 


19 this her dark ! ?Tis/a 
thing exen tobe Baer and Vaxe(ol- 
ved ja a s of ſuch vaſt moment. - | 


But if the Man by realgn of the nototi- 
ous eagrmity of his Lite, is.lo far a Stranger 
to thus Peace, | 25 to be wn utter Deſpair of: his 
Salvation, 4 want wards to.: «&pr8G how 
Mmiſcgable thea his Condition is3 with what 
amazement then will bg Jgok, bath back- 
ward and forward, upoo his 8igs, 4nd: 
approaching Account, 4nd, how fa1l gf 
agdignation will he be agajoR bioafelf for 
aegledting, when he had {a many .Oppor- 
tuitics, £9 conſider the things:that beleng- 


&d.t0-his Peace, and which agw he perceives 


t9he for ever hid frota his Eyes! The Me- 
mary of a Sinful Life is always tormenting, 
whatever Pleaſure there may be in the &F- 
of it, and the expetacion of Judgment is 
alwaysterrible 3 butnever do either of them 
appear 1n their true Colours, till a Man 
comesto Dye : Then he begins to have a ſenſe 
and apprehenſion of theea, ſormewhar like 
that which our Saviour had in the Garde, 
which put him into w Lon, and a Sweet 
ot 
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'of Blood. When the Man comes within view 
of Eternity," then will he be moſt concerned 
For his miſuſe of T:zwe. The Scripture com- 
-pares a wicked Man to a Trowbled Sea, always 
þ org dow uneaſie, but abour the time of 
Death he is all over Storm and Tempeſt, 
Who can'then expreſs the hundredth part'of 
the Diſturbance and Confufion he then fee!s? 
For -a Man to think he is juſt going to give 
an account beſore God of ſuch a Life as he 
can't ſo much as refle&t upon privately by 
himſelf without Shame and Amazement, 
and tobe ſentenced to a place of Torment, 
from whence there. is no Redemption ; to 
think that he has lived inGgnificantly and 
wickedly, idly and unaccountably, and neg- 
{cRed that only time of Probation, that on- 
1y Opportunity of Happineſs allowed bim, 
-an Opportunity which was procured him 
atno leſs a rate than the Death of his Savi- 
our, and which was denyed to the Angels 
that Sinned : To think that he has negeltted 
fo great Salvation, and that he muſt now 
te miſerable and undone for ever, when 
with eaſe he might have been happy, and 
all this for the fake of ſome little trifling In- 
tereſtsor Pleaſures, for Dyeams and Shadows, 
for that which neverwas conſiderable, and 
now is not at al: What can be more affli- 
Qing, more aſtoniſhing than this 2 For my 
part 'Ithink the Miſery on't ſo great, that T 
can't 
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For'tis aſtateof A d fallofthe very Black: | 
neſs of Darkweſh-a d burone Remove from | 
the Miſery of Damanation,57) 16 1110 | 
"Aad now Ethink from this Deſcriptioniof 
Horrour, it may witheaſebegathered, whar' 
an invaluable Blefſing and Happinels it is co: 
have Peace at- the © daft, pre at our laſt 
Hour. If there: be any. one>ttiat.is not: yet 
enough ſatisfied of ity tet himbutask a Dy- 
ing Man the Queſtion, afid then remain an 
Infidel if he can 7 15 147 
 T ſhould now” conſider Peice-at the laſt, 
as it ſignifies Everlaſting Peace; or the Peace 
of the laſt and unchangable ftate of Man in 
the other World, and ſhew/how far this is 
ro be valued beyond allcthe T Plea» 
ſures of Sin :Bur this is thar'Peace of God 
which paſſes all Underſtaning, all Concep- 


- tion, andall Expreſſion, and between which 


and any' thing of this World, there is no 
maaner of Proportion. What the Apoſtle 
ſays of- the Sufferings, 1s as true of the Plea- 
ſures and Enjoymears of this preſent time, 
they are neither of them worthy to be com- 
pared with the Glory that ſhall be revealed: 
Not worthy to be compared for their Great- 
neſs, and leſs for their Duration. IT may 

I 2 there- 


; offers xc | 4 Mid amy 
ſa; En Tan i5'much'tos! abſurd. to 
be {erioully argued. withs crc +5 £42! Þ# arts 

' fall therefade [pals Da.to! the | Iceond 


which | eſtabliſhes ad never fail 
ing: connexton-between Repentance and Par- 
dop.::: "Tis the very: Prirchaſe: of Chriſt's 
Death, that now Repentante: may be unto 
Life; and accordingly 'tis not only matrer 
of Hope andiprobable ExpeQation, but is 
made one of the: Articles of our Creed, that 
we tnay obtain Forgiveneſs of Sins. Indeed, 
Repentance is now -no where in vain, bur 
among Devils and Damned Spirits; it would 
have been fo with us too, had-not Chriſt 
diced; and fatisfied the Curſe of the Law, 
and the Juſtice of the. Lawgiver, and upon 
that fatisfaftion ereQted a new Covenant. 
For.the Law knows no ſuch thing as Repen- 
tance, but- the Soul that ſin neck wank Dye, 
; Penitent 
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condiliarton : = a' T5 
1y the means, fd | 
everlaſtirq eice and Bappineſs. 
- "As it 18 Secondly, 0 rin us Peace at 
the Hour of ' Death, "nth elſe can dv it 
Þar this, "4nd "this can, ani oſt certainly 
"Wl; i rad Fs life ey es us a firm Title _ 
Satvarion' PP fo will it give 
-a good'toinfo rance of that tk 
which is wrecks an uifpeakable Peace and 
SatisfaQtion, but  efpecially at che 3p roach 
-bf Death." And this is te natural Conſe« 
, Quetice ind Reward of a Life well ſpett; a 
good' Mar dds his Duty with great Pleafure 
Pad SatisfaQion,: but he refieFs upon it with 
greater 3 his Preſezt Joys are very ſavoury 
afd rn. but his After Comforts are 
much -more ſo. - But of all the Reviews of 
his Lite, none yeilds him fo much Comfort 
| T4 and 
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ng then he 


ag 
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whic 
Vick) in thelr own wages. s y. be 
{ſwell above their Banks, and 9115 <1 
Man. _ A, kind of Heavenly Light ſprings 
up 1n bis Mind, and Thins forth, into. his 
Face, and his Hopes and his Deſires, his 
Thoughts and his. AﬀeQions, his Preſages 
and his ExpeQations, his Body and his Soul ; 
yea, the whole Man isfull of Glory and Im- 
Tnortaliey; - he's conſcious. to himſelf of his 
Sincerity and Integrity, that he has not been 
wilfully and deliberately wanting in. any 
part of his Duty, but has rather made hs 
his Exere and conſtant concern, to kee 
nſcience void of Offence towards od 
and towards Man, And as. he recolleFs this 
with Pleaſure, ſo he builds upon'it with Cox - 
fidence, and accordingly reſigns. up: his Soul 
into his Maker's Hands , chearfully and 
couragioully, nothing doubting,but that that 
good God whom he has ſo faithfully ſerved 
1n his Life, will take care' of him, and. re- 
ward him after Death, , 
An 


Vel.IL”” ſeveral-Divine- Subjects: 125; 
-. And for ſuchian Aſſurance. |as: this, there, 
is ſufficient grouod in Scripture: Pſa, 119. 
Great \4s hs Peace th " heave who love thy | 
Law, ſays the Pſalmiſt : And. the Righteous 
har bop Porto 7 Res a" 
32.; And ſays $4/4:32-17- | 
_ of Righteouſneſs ſhall be je and the 
fo es, Righteouſneſs Duictneſs and Aſſurance: 

or ever. Andiays the great Apoſtle, 2 a 
I. 12. Our Rejoycing is this, the Teiti 
our Conſcience, that in Simplicity and. God! 
Sincerity, we have had our (onverſation in the 
World. Joho 3-14. And:we know: that we have 
paſſed from Death. to Life, becauſe we love the 
Brethren, ſays Saint John. And: again, ver. 
24. If our Hh arts PR us not, then have we 
Confidence towards God. 

There is indeed ſome Controverſy be- 
tween the Reformed and the Romiſh Doors 
concerning this.Matter, the latter general- 
ly denying that a Man may be Aſſured or 
Certain of his Salvation 3 now though it 
may and perhaps muſt be granted, that we' 
cannot have an Aſſurance of Divine Faith, 
( nothing being the ObjeCt of ſuch an Aſſu- 
rance, but-for which we have an immediate 
Revelation from God, which cannot ordi- 
narily be ſaid ofany Man's Salvation in par- 
ticular, but only of the general and condi- 
tional- Propoſition of the Covenant upog 
I 4 which 


126: #476 Es Vd. * i 
ry range aa -) yet Iabiok there is fuffi- 
cient: reaſdn-ev conclude. frott-rhe/foremet- 

places of Seriptare - with man yorhers 

rev mamerous and obvious'to.alledg, thar a' 
Man upon-the-confideration of bis pat life," 
my be ſo' Mpyaly aſſured of tiis:Salvationg 4s 
wy out of all reaſonable Doubt or Irfeſolu-" 
tion-abbuctiry and he chat will-deny "this, 
muſt dbligehjmfelf romaintain one of theſe 
Two ficidns, either thats Man caados 
underſtand what condirions are requifed of 
hit 49 order to a Salvable Stare, or thar hee 
cart with any meaſure of Certainty, judge 
of hirnſelf +. he bequatified-acco ice 
to thoſe Conditions. Theformer of which, 
would refle& upon the and Cleats 
neſs of Scripture, whichmmuſtbe afowetto 
be full and plain in necellaryrbiogs ; and che 
krter would redoudd too much to the-dif- 
honour and diſparagemerir of: Human Rea- 
fon and Underſtanding ; ſince actordine to 
this Propoſition a Man muſt be ſuppokad ig 
be {6 great'a Stranger to himſeh, as'norts 
know whar paſſes within his own Breaſt;con- 
rraty t6 'Which the Scripture ſuppolts 'in 
that Queſtion, 's Cor. v. 11. Who knows the 
things of a Man, fave the Spirit of May which 
is in bim? © 

[r mot be acknowledged, that this is'not 
a ſtfi& Certainey, meither of Science nor of 

Divise Faith, but ohly a Moral and Human 

Aflurance; 
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Aſſitrance 3 for "corny aha the Cots! 
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And'therefort-ſitce one of the/Propdſiriohs' 
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ois;) isfifateer only of ard Know- 
ledg, whith' TOTES, 
lible Teſtimony, 'ris'certain; rh 
rance thi riſes from rhe whole; '6aw't 
more than an Humaiy or Moral Pr ng 
But- that-is enovph\, and He is nefther Rith- 
ſonable- nor. Modeſt that *cither D 
Prevenilir0 


es of 
tore; Hite the orher Ss 
_ a ALON though: not forknTift- 
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matter yet ; for ro this 'Morat' Affiiratice 
grounded upon the general Tertns of Safva- 
tion, ( which are tmhatter of Divine Faith; 
and upot the inward: Cooktiouiheſsbfour 
being quelified #0 ly, {which Stnat- 
ter of Experimedtal Kno' ape, "We: "nay 
forther add, that Obſignariaw To often ritenti- 
onedin Scripture, Rvm.' 8. 16. whereby the 
Spirit it {elfis {aid to'btar Witneſs with onr 
Spitit, that we arethe Children of Gbd{ ot 
by u clear sndexpreB Revelatioh, (for then 
the Aſſurance - we have of our Salvation, 
would be kn Afﬀurddce of Divine Faith, 
which is agaihſt what was before fuppofed, ) 
but only-by a ſectet Determination of our 
Mirdsto affent tothis Comfortable —_ 
100, 


128, Practical Diſcourſes upon Vol. 11; 
ſion, that; we are; 10-4 ſtate of Pardon and 
Salvation, and by Confirming us inthat Aſ- 
ſent.;; After what manner this Operation of 
God-1s; iperformed,, I ſhall not be ſo curious 
a5$0 inquire, /*tisenough to know that it is 
a certainimpreſfſion of the Holy Spirit upon 
aur Souls, whereby we are inwardly. per- 
ſwaded beyond the force of Rational Convi- 
Qion. of our being intereſſed in the Divine 
Favour, and intheGlory that ſhall be reveal- 
ed. Thisis the Seal of the Spirir,, Epheſ. 1. 
13,14: and the Pledgeor Earneſt of our Inbe- 
rHance,. which God often beſtows upon the 
Children of Light in this Life, as a Reward 
for:their paſt, and ſometimes as an incourage- 
ment for their future Obedjence. For ſo ſays 
the Spirit tothe Churches, Rep. 2.71. To him 
that overcometh, will I give tocat of the hidden 
Manna, and. 1 will give bim « white Stone, and 
in the Stone a new Name written, which no Man 
hnows, . ſaving he that receives it. 

And now. ſince Peace at the/laſt is ſo valu- 
able a' Treaſure, and ſince a good life isa cer- 
tain and the only. way to obtain;:it, what 
Conſequence, can; be. more natural and evi- 
dent from theſe Premiſes than that ic highly 
concerns us to keep Innocency, . and to take 
heed tothe thing that is right ; 1none word, 
to. live well, which was the Third and laſt 
Conſfideration.. Indeed were Peace at the 
laſt, a thing of no great value, or were not 

/ a 


.Vol-IF. ſeveral Divine- Subjects; 2x29 
agood Life a/fure and anece{ſary method to 
obtain. its} wers there a failure in; either of 
theſe Premiſes, the Concluſion would! fail 
with it, and ”ewere:no great matter how: we 
Lived.  Burfince the quitecontrary appears 
zo be unqueſtionably true, that Peace at the 
laſt is incon ly beyond any Temporal 
Intereſt wecan-propoſe, and a good Life is 
a ſure and neceſſary. way to procure it ; no- 
thiog certainly inthe World. can-be of ſuch 
moment and- e,: a5 £0: live well: 
'Tis by: infinite degrees the moſt important 
thing that canfpoſſibly imploy our Thoughts, 
or,our Titne, our Studies or our Endeavours, 
nay indeed. ''tis the Oxe thing; needful. Vain 
and! impertinent are. all thoſe. other ava 
things we are here troubled abou, all thoſe 
Thoughts and. Cares we have about Time, 
"= things of Time, which. indeed 
would be of little value, even to a Tempo- 
rary Being, much more to an. Immortal Spi- 
rit,whoisto live in another State, and there 
either enjoy or ſuffer to all.Eternity. To 
ſuch a Being Time cergainly can be no fur- 
ther conſiderable, chap Eternity depends 
upon it, no further than as it may ſerve as 
an Opportunity to ſecure the other ; which 
1s all the «ſe and all the vaize Time and this 
Mortal Life can-have with;a wiſe and con- 
fidering Man. . ' The beſt uſe therefore we 
can make of our Time, is to live well in ir, 

to 
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pcm andere withirty wwhero't begity to tec- 
way Life not y'the Striking of the Clock, 
 wertjih che Htrbbblngs of ny Pulſe, ' evet 
firoak of which blats 2 SWr2yde# t6-the Ph 
Gonquerey, in ab greit £3b''of Nature, 
when the Stremn” of Life fins low, ' Bolef, 
+p; 6; ad the Wheel ure Ciferwonn havd- | 
1y rarn'fourtd'fts Citele, {jt will be thenho 

caſuf&0F-Cdriifort to ttly departing Soul 
fo reſi upon the great Eſtate that T have 
got, wporthe-Farttily:ard Name that T have 
raiſed, or 'apon” the Honduts and 'Prefer- 
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vert and: ingage-our Thoughss 1n.the Courſe 
of gur Life, but at the exg. of ity/ there, is mg 
thing that ill be. regarded. by ys,; or affard 
us any SatisfaQtion' but agoad Conſcience, 
2 Cor. 1, 12.' Our regjoycingihea will be thy, 
the Teltymony 'of.our, cen that-in 
Simplicity ang Godly. Sincexity, we have 
had our Cooverlation in the; World. And 
how infipitely then are we concerned to take 
heed to our. ways to walk circumſpeRly, 
and heartily to apply our ſelves to-that zap, 
which will ſtand us in ſuch ſtead zher / 
Reſides, *ris our greateſt Wiſdom as well 
as Intereſt, and the beſt Progfiwe can give 
_ of our beiog Rational Creatures :: Wethink 
it. a great Commendation of our Reaſon t9 
be able to Diſpute well, and Diſcourſe well, 
and we. are generally more impatient of 
what refle&s upon our [nteleFuals, than, of 
what refleQs upon our Morals. But cer- 
tainly to live well, is the greateſt argument 
of Wiſdom, and. that which 'refleQs upon 
our Morals, reflects moſt of all upon our 
Ugderſtandings. We live now in an Age 
where 


te + hi he Wikio ofFools a 
f : _ ws either think not 
at'all, or er tings by halves; 'tis 
in ſhort the Wiſdom of this World, which 
the Apoſtle tells us'is Fooliſhneſs with God. 
But there'is another Wiſdom,” and that is the 
Wiſdom of the Ju#';, and this isthat Wiſdom 
which God commends, and which we our 
ſelves ſhall hereafter ( when''beſt able ro 
judge, ) commend too ; for this is that Wit 
dom from above, which is firſt Pere, then 
Peaceable, Jam. 3. 17. which will bring us 
Peace at the laſt, and whereby we ſhall be- 
come Wife unto Salvation. | 

The Concluſion, of all is, Time it ſelf is 
ſhort, the Time of Man is much- ſhorter 3 
Eternity has neither end'nor change, and 
every Man is haſtening to this Eternal and 
Unchangeable State ; and therefore it inft- 
nitely concerns us all {o to live while we ſo- 
journ in this World, 'that when we come to 
dye, we may have theſe Two things to ſup- 
port us in that dreadful Hour, the Refle&i- 
on upon the Innocency of our Life paſt, and 
the ProſpeCt of future Glory and Happineſs. 

Which God of his Goodneſs grant us all, 
Oc. A 
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Phil. 3. 20. For our Converſation is in 
Heaven. 


fe Man is deeply lapſed and degene- 
rated from a. ſtate of Excellency and 
PerfeQion, is evident from the Ruins of bis 
Nature, which is now too faulty and defec- 
tive to be the firſt and original workman- 
ſhip of God ; but in nothing is his Fall more 
fignalized, than in that abjeR, ſervile and 
groveling diſpoſition of Mind he now la- 
| bours under : He has ſuffered indeed in all 
his Faculties, and every String of his Soul 
| is put out of Tixze ; his Underſtanding has 
a Cloud dwelling upon it, his Will has loſt 
| much of its Verticity or Magaetick Inclina- 
| tion towards the chief Good ; but that 
| wherein he is moſt diminiſhed, and ſtands 
moſt alienated from the Life of God; and 


| the order of Grace, is the Paſſionate part of 
him, his AﬀeRions ; theſe have ſuffered ſuch 
; a vaſt Declization from their true and natu- 


ral 


and x re [ : a. tf the Anima] Nature, 


Re 


that 
"Cas zhey awe le I 
_ ”) to 
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and impediment i in "Al her Endeavours and 
Aſpirations after the Divine Life. Wt 

-\ Ebisis tharfo.much:Celebraced x[necþpvnrte 
of the Platoniſts, the Moulting of the Rhymes 
of the Soul; ſhe is not only broken and 
wounded in her Wings, . but utterly « 
owed, ſhe has 'dropt her Feathers, and. pa | 
no' langer ſuſtain her wal ght 1n che big) 
Regions,” but falls down,” and lies pales. 
npon' the Ground; as if Dees The Prim 
rive-Curſe ppan Man, of Tullit fb 
from whence he was taken,” REN 'ohr r1- 
ted that of 'the Serpent too, Upon thy 
os at % 8nd Daft ſhalt thou eas all the mY 
of e 

| And as this Demifſion of Soul is the moſt 
bb; ignal inſtance of the Degenetacy of Man, 
ſo is it commonly the laft from whence we 
recover ; our AfﬀeQtions are the moſt ſtub- 
born and unconquerable Pare about us, as 
being blind and unperceptive A yang and 
ſuch as are ſer at the greateſt diſtance from 
the Light of the Mind, which ſhines firſt 
upon the Will, and then upon the Paſhons, 
whoſe 


nothing is more common than to:ſee Men of 
ſiogular Stricne(s and vertuons Converſation 
11 all: other reſpe&s, who. yet have.their Af- 
feQions deeply.iogaged in Secular Intereſts, 
who. ſtoop-.and; yield to, the Magneriſax of 
this dirty Planer, and (astheApoltlephraſes 
it. in the 'Verſc before the-Text,') Mind or 
reliſh-Eqrthly things: An Eminent-Example 
af, this. we..have.an the Story of the; Young 
Man, who .came' to qur Saviour to inquire 
what-he- ſhould. do to inherit Eternal Life; 
who though a diligent Obſerver of the Law, 
and generally accompliſhed with, moral Qua- 
lifications,/ inſomuch ;chat our Lord began 
to:have a kindneſs for him, yetthe «fe&#io- 
x«te part of his Soul had ſtill,;a wrong Bias, 
5 = 


and 
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A alons :more/] w_ Noe ET 
the World; for when -he''wss- bid go-and 
Sell whac hetbad and'give it'to'the Poor, h 
was fad ar ithar'Saying}/ands went! a wp 
grieved,- rhtlogh bo” was told 'ar the fa 
titne,” that it 'Was--to be onlY'an Bxibanpry 
and thav'far>for'the better; that he hocig 
have Treafore'in'Heaver, Mitk 16. #1. fot 
what be quirted upon Earth,” 
'- But chowever &ifficult it may- be for pF 
Soul: fo low- ſank in her AﬀeQtions, to're- 
cover again upon' the Wing,” and bear up a- 
bove- the: ſeats of the Fleſh; and rhe at- 
ea(tions'of the” Animal N#ture, yet this is 
that excellent end which the Chriſtian In- 
ſticurio# aims #t,' and 'Which every good 
Chriſtian vug br diligently to endeavour af- 
— For ods Kuthorek our Faith and: 

appinels faid'of ſome particular Words of 
bigs is rele of all,- that they are Spirit and 
Lite, ſuch us-are able, and were deſigned to 
reanimate-the dead and fenſclefs Minds of 
Men, aid eo diffuſe a vital heat throughout 
the torpid' and benumm'd World: And ac- 
eordingly St. Pas tellus, That'Chriftianity 
1s rouOr T7 : Trdudl© vs Coe, the Luw of the Sp f- 
rip + Life,” and in another place, Aa 17 
nw rh ud], 
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thar So ERR whighby ourFall 
we/were caſt into. And the Gr Ate 
makes -it bere-che Charatter of an accam- 
Para Chriſtian, fuch whois fac tobe propo- 
asan Example for our Imitation, that he 
3s.one that is ngt,oaly aboye, buthas nothing 
to do: with the petty, trifling Tatereſts of 
this lower World, but has his Thoughes 
and.AﬀeRions wholly raken up and imploy- 
ed about the, Beatigudes of the, ext. . For 
1aysht,| Breehrew,. be Followers together of me, 
and mark them thas wal 4th, ſo «s ye have ts ah 
Example ; for our Converſation is in 
army upon which Words, I Hall 


-1 Finſt, Whatis itito have our Converſation 
41: Heaven. 

Secandly, How reaſonable and becoming 
4t:4s for a Chriftag to do fo 

Thirdly, What are the Ules and Advan- 
tages of ſuch an heavenly Diſpenſation of 
Lite. 

Now conceroigg the Firſt, I conſider that 
Heaven here-may be underſtood either large» 
ly fer the ſtate of the other Liſe in general, 
by way of oppoſitzon to this, or more ſtrjiQ- 
ly for chat ſpecial and excellent Portion of 
4 Glory and Happinels It we conlider- 


IC 
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it aceordiog ©to \ the" ſormivy" ſenſe, theo"-to 
have-6ur Converſation in Heaven, ill beto 
be perpetually mindful of dur Mortality; and 
thar'we are Citizens of another World; and 
mult ſhortly take our leave of this ;/ ro/ ; 
2 "conſt#ht proſpe"into-that other World 
which muſt be our aſt "Homme, 'and tobe ab 
ways bars) hou beyond the Horizon of Time, 
to the Long Day of Fterniey/to dwell inthe 
Meditari6h of the F Ts things, Heaven, 

Hell, Death and Judgmenry hows! wes 
they ze in'their Conſequence, how certain 
In 'the Event, and how'near-in their: Ap- 


proach, and in conſideration of all chis,; to 
be always preparing for our "great and final 
Change: \. 

Bur if we confider it aocptding tothe lat- 


ter and ſtricter Senſe, then to have our'Con- 
verſation'in Heaven, will be frequently to 
contemplate the Infinite PerfeCtions of the 


Divine Eſſence, the Firſt of Beings, and the 


Left of Exds, and the unconceivable Happi- 
neſs of thoſe who ſhall enjoy the Communi- 
cations of his Blefledneſs ; to Contemplate, 
and havealways in view that weight of Glo- 


Ty, thar incorruptible Crown with which 


the Sufferings of this preſent time are not 


' worthy to be compared, no not to be menti- 


oned.: Fo meditate day and night npon 
that happy time, when we ſhall be Partakers 
of 'Moſes's Wiſh, and be admuted to that in- 
timate 


"(eperal Divine Subjects. 2139 
mateand-naked Viſion of that: Myſterious 
d:iIncomprehetiible: Excelence; owhich 

is. t09-;grear»far; our! Mortal Faculties, and 

which none cah Seeand Live :| Exod./33. 20. 

When we {hall ſee lim not in Symbols and 

Figures, not 10 Glories and ſenſible! Manife- 

ſtations, but-openly and clearly, really and 

as he is, | and from ſeeing him, be:transfarm- 
ed into: his likeneſs: 1 Job. 3:2. Tomedi- 
| cate upon the: bleſſed Society of Saints and 

Angels, upon the delicious repatts. bf 'An- 

thers and Alle{ujahs, ' and that:more raviſh- 

ingi Harmony: of Divine Love, and.intelle- 

Joo or gr rnd ;3; npoi the! clevated' and 

Tailed Perfetionsoba glorified Soul, :the in- 

Jlargements of! its: Underſtanding,i and the 

Sublimarions eHits Will-and: Aﬀettions, and 

pon the:Angelical Clarity and:Divine Tem- 

per of our ReſurreCttion Body :/ In fur, up- 
on all thoſe glorious: things which are ſpo- 
ken, and which, even he that {ſaw them 
could'not ater,” of the: City of God, and up- 
on:the infinite, Conſolations of that joyful 

Sentence, Come ye Bleſſed of my Father, 1n- 

herit the K jngdom prepared for you from the be- 

ginning of the-World, 2 Cor. 12:44. Laſtly 

.to contemplate all this not coldly: and iadit- 

terently as athing thatis a great way off, or 

as an Uncertain Reverſion | or; imaginary 

Utopia, but as a-ſtate that will ſhortly and 

certainly be, and with that Faith and Atiu- 

K 3 rance 


Practical Diſcolirſes upon 
rance'\ is the ſubſtatceof. 
for, and the evidehce wy ito 
DwcllziGonverſe; 41d: have our Civil Life 
in-Heaveny{ for 10 the-word raxirwne fight 
fies, ).a$If we were already'Irihabirants'bf 
that Bleſied Place, and aduali + gar rok 
that Sacred Policy and Community. 7 

 Thisis to have our Converſation in hw 
ven;::this is that Heawernly-: «which 
the great Apoſtle who had 'perfonalſy con- 
verſed in the Third Heaven, and codthete 
moore than he could utter, propoſes toirhe 
Imitation :of his Followers, and for kong 
he eſteemed hirpfelf fit rw be an Exa! 
Which leads'me ro:ſhew-Secondly, a 
reafopable:'and beconiing' thing '«(is for k 
Chrifſtian'thus to have his 'Converſarion' in 
Heaven 5and to convince him thar it is: o, 
kr himeonſider, 

Firſt,” That the other Lif>i is the ſtate we 
are chiefly imcended for, - without reſpet-rb 
which there is nothing in'this conſiderable 
enough to juſtify the Wiſdom and Goodnefs 
of God in.makimg the World; that here we 
have no abiding City; no durable Concern, 
and conſequemly what a Folly 'tis to let 

our Thoughts dve{ where we but Sojomr 
our ſelves -that this/preſent ſtate borh 'by 
reaſon ofits ſhortneſs ahd other Vanities, is 
upon no other account confiderable, than as 
'tis af opportunity for, and'a Paſſape to the 
nexts 


vel. W./ a0@2-Di0ie-Dubjeas; IT: 
Ar jwhet ag-itwas-not: worth while for. 
vdro.mek&ity/ {b:neitheris it for us tolive. 
inrir;if iv wire noo in-order abd relation to: 
further 3 thatit isaſhore Voyage, 
'where the Haven lies always in light 3 
chat*cis: the greateſt ſhort-ſighredneſs ima- 
ginable,” not w ſeo beyond {o little a prof- 
pe& as-rhe Grave; and the greateſt ſhupidi- 
ty, and dotage, to confine our Caresand Af- 
fettions vo this fideof ir, ifwe do! ?Tis true 
indeed if there were no other. ſtate but the 
preſegt, *would: be our greateſt Prudence 
ro make as much of it as we could, though 
'rwere more vam and contemprible-than 'tis, 
becauſe ?ris:our All; 'rwould then be as rea- 
fonable to have due-Coaverfation 'on Earth, 
as now tis to have it in Heawen, and the E. 
pics Proverb would then be as Wile as any 
of Sofomon? "ts Let wa Ext and Drink, for to 
Morrow we Dye. | But fince weare aſſured by 
_ who bedaghot Life and Immortality to 
ghrthrough'the Goſpel, thar there is ano- 
os Kate, and that our Death is-but the be+ 
gianing of # new and never tobeended Life, 
thisone would:think ſhould deſerve and en- 
groſs all our Thoughts and AﬀeRions, our 
Meditations:'and' Diſcourſes, and that we 
ſhould be nomoreeoncerned with the things 
ofithis World; thata Ghoſt is, thatonly comes 
to do a Meſſage of Providence, and when his 
Errand is over, vaniſhes and diſappears. Or 
K 4 if 
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if we-did-at'any-/time:condefoend to intereſk; 
our ſelves inthe» Affairsor.Jawful Eatertaio-) 
ments of this Life,'-methinks itſhould be ons: 
1y-rranſieotly! and by the byz/'as the Hungry: 
Diſciples: pluck'd the Ears of: Corn, juſt eo: 
ferve a preſenr, Neceflity,-oras the [{rgcbiter 
ate the Paſfover' in haſte;! vith-our»Loins 
girt, our Shoes on. our Feet and ourStatf'in 
our hand, Exod. 12. of. 59620b/bAs 13 

\ Secondly, Ler him conſider'that//as; the 
other. ſtate is. the:chicf- and proper ſtate; of 
Man, ſo Heaven. is the-good and happineſs 
of that :ſtate;-that tis the true natural Cen- 
rre of our-Reſt,:our Home and Native: Re- 
gion 5 that: the | Joys there are: unſpeakable 
and full of Glory, ſuch. as the Senſes of Mani 
cannot taſte, ſuch as his Underſtanding;can- 
not at preſent conceive, and ſuch as it will 
never be able to.comprehend ;. ſoys that-are 
withoutexample, above experience, and.be- 
yond imagination, for /which the! whole 
Creation wants a Compariſon, we: am Ap+ 
prehen(ion,- and: even the. Word of: God:;a 
Revelation. "That Eternal Word of: God, 
which opened: tous a ProſpeCt-of a.future 
ſtare, and\ brought Lite and Immortality 
ro light ; yet, he attempted-..not to give us 
a repreſentation of the Heavenly -Felictty, 
but thought fir rather tocaſt that anexprotls 
ble Scene of Glory into-a'Shade, For indeed 
to what-purpoſe ſhould the Son of God go 
about 


rs @; Ne. yen onepR ither wander: 
ftand'it or 3ndare/it;; this therefore: would be 
a Revelation without a Diſcovery,;a Revelay 
tion whichhe himielf onlycouldanderſtand, 
another Sealed Book which! none but himſelf 
would-be: able td open. : :Sincethen'Heaven 
isa Place: of: fuch-zranſc Glory: and 
Happinels, 'as.our preſent Faculties! are not 
fine enough-th coavince; nor firong enough 
to bear;| What can -be: more: reaſonable and 
becoming; -than:thatwe who-are now/jours 
nying inthe! Wilderneſs towards this:pur 
Heavenly Gagan, where/1$ our Portion and 
our Inheritance, ' ſhould have: our conſtant 
Converſatiot;there/by holy :Contemplations 
and devout AﬀeCtions, that-ſo accordingto 
ourSaviour's Argument, ;whereour Treaſure 
is, there our Heart may be alſo? For what 
can:be either a more noble ora more con- 
cerning Objett for an Human Soul to Con» 
template, than! its: laſt end; and ſovereign 
Happineſs; when all its Changes and:Revo- 
lutions ſhall ceaſe, all its Appetites be ſatis- 
fied, andnothing further-to be expeted-but 
a moſt delightſome continuation:of the ſame 
endleſs circle of Felicity. ?- Certainly 'one 
would think, that what will ſo wholly take 


We 
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yr cs'ne (Net's though wort toy 


e-would, dich1we firmly-andiheartily be 
| 9790 And therefore 5c 2110 -; EW 
- 'Thirdiy, "Conſider that wehave no other 
way of vingthe Gnceriryantbeartine(s 


| Wen Bit toon aleniHroveh, and Hap- 


pines,” but by | -our Converſation 
chere-s for: for t and; glorious 1 _ 
fpoken: of the: ae God,;-that?risn 


rally poſſible/ that = Man ſhould be bearrity 
perfwaded-of! the trutty' of chery//and yer 

noC:to/yavethe: main:current of his Thoughrs 
and /AfﬀeRtions.run in-that Chanel: How 18 
it, poffible-rharva Man :fhould>believe ſuch 
great things, andiyernor haverhis Thoughts 
dwellupowthem?! Some'thingsindeed may 
der very lirvle- queſtioned: und: yer as lirtle 
choughc of, becuaſe cheir' Moment and Im- 
portance curries noproportion totheir Trurh } 
they-are hot: Reatities, bur Trifle.” But ſure 

the things wes now'ſpeak' of, 'are too con- 
cerning , if rroe; {not to. be. fre quently 
and ſeriouſly: confidered-: 'If once we are 
thoroughly perfwaded: of theic Fruth and 
Reality, their 6wnconcerninent and impot- 
wadce will be enough to recommend: them to 

our. moſt inward/ and recolleted Thoughts 
and Meditations ;- and therefore for my part 
whey I ſee Men'plonge themſelves into the 
' depths 


rings, burto {er up their Tabernactes} 


Gods 'wWithall the Fare) Mint Soul od 
Srreogth, . to have no ſerious Thou and 
Remembrances of \Heaven"or« —_ 


fay;"ris go04-49/ be here," 1 muſt-conefoide, 
Now "hy" bop. # think-me-uncharicabſe'if 

at. whateverichty- pretend, 
_ Fd: 3 heartily.:and ferioufly: believe 


there. isany IN or if they 
did, conſidering the vait imporra 


hing,. i ld: certainly have. © 
thing,. It :wou a ter 
ſhare of their Contemplations, 'and 4 
room intheic Hearts: ' And this verpthing 
our Savour intimares ia his Reprebenſion'of- | 
the immoderate Cares for the'World ;'\Theſe 
mhings, ſays be, the Genhiles ſeek, thoſe who 
have morevelation to afſare- them-of a better 
and moremnduring Subſtance : - Having'no 
certainty of the future, 'they make moſt of 
the: preſent, and in fo doing, 2& in'fome 
mea Cf the Ki Rays Outs -6. Due 
Jeek: ye firſt the K 3ngadom oa; Mat.6.99, 
33: No that have a Revelation of a' nobler 


end; and of a far more excellent ftate,: do 


ou apply.your ſelves principally to thar;” or 
viſe xx will not a& like your felves, and 
may juſtly be ſuſpeted of not Believing that 
Revelation which the others wayr. 
Fourthly, 


x86 PracicalDiſcotirſes upon — VoL.IT: 
\ -\Bourthly;[Gaufider tharas-the) haviog 
\ 'Fourthly es 


ouri ConverſatianiioHeaven,7 is an a 
and teſt of our Kairh, 1ovis it alſ6 bf our Re: 
Chriſt; and! bur Spiritual 


ſarrt®ion with! 
Life 3:theCotnexionis made bythe Apofile, 
If getethenriſen wiebThrih, ſeek thoſe things 
Right, end of Outro Fam onthe 
| 111 A! oj &f\ JOU: eFrons on 
mg Bon SFr: hs Earth ; 
for-ye :are; Dead;'\ehc.i Colig. t., ln which 
Diſtoy rſe [tis evident, thatthe Apoltle does 
not:obly exhore-£d Heavenly-Mindedneſs as 
a'Chriſtian/Dutyy but makes iralſoaccercain 
Mark; and- Argument of SpirituabLife:and 
Reſurrection, -::The; Marks -and tigns of 
-Grace/have made:4.great part of forne Mens 
Divitiity, and they are-generally ſuch as do 
not kvant-for/Latitude and Comprehenfive- 
nels 3j'to be\ ſare\they contrived-their baſ- 
nels,! {o'as to./take'in 'themfelves and their 
owna:Party.: Bur. certainly: (there 1s: not a 
more;natoriqus) Criterion! whereby: to .dif- 
Singuiſh the prevalency either of the: Animal 
orof the Divine Life, than to conſider; how 
the Moral {aſt and Relrfb, that Which'the 
Phtovilts, call ,Az43e«/%,:;the Boniform faculty 
Sf rhe Soul ſtands, afteQed. © ?Tis 'a Shrewd 
$ymptom: of an i}{ habir'of Body; hen: the 
Taj} comes tobe ſo;yitiated,as'to delight to 
feed -upon Traſh'and unwholfom things 
and ſo 'tis-ia the ſtate of the'Mind, the A- 
fi nimal 


- 


Life and. Seoſe; that is moſtiinvig rater 
awaken'd:/in him; and-therefore he es 
his | Husks - and :Acoras!;before ithe' bidc 
Manoa, and the Food afAngels.. _. 
who is born of that incorruptible.|Secd 
mentioned by/ St. Perer,..1-Pet. 4.:23/and in 
whom the Divioe Liſe. is: moſt-excited, be 
having his Spiritual Senſes well.di arcd 
exerciſed, finds a particular: guſt in, Diyine 
thiogs, | contraQts his 4 fletions upon Heaven 
and Happineſs, looks uponall inferiour good 
as dry and ialipid, and-is ready to ſay with 
the Plalmiſt; 'Oxe thing have 1 deſired of . the 
Lord, even that 1 may daell in \the Houſe of 
the Lord all the days of my Life, to. behold the 
fair Beautyof the Lord, and to ep it bis Temple, 
Pal. 27. - This 1s the Deſir that is | the 
Reliſh of -a Spiritually diſpoſed Soul, of. a 
Soul that 1s dead to the World; :and alive un- 
to God; the Sum of all which is briefly com- 
prized in that of the Apoſtle, They that-are 
after the Fleſh do mind, or ( as the Ward al- 
ſo lignifies, ) do reliſh the things of the Fleſh, 
and ahey that are after the; Spirit the things of 
the Spirit, This isa ſhort and compendious, 
but a very- great Teſt of [Spiritual Life, and 
that whereby we may diſtinguiſh a vital 
Senſe of Religion from-a-formal Profeſſion 
of it, Fifthly 
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might-have our "Converſation 

Fs I as 'which 'end, : the Aſcen(i- 
of Chriſt has a double Influence, 'Firſt as 
Yaanopa! Morive; aod Secondly as.a Mordl 


= 7 th a Rational Motive: Gþ-Gncerke 
Aſcenfion of our track imo Heaven adds 
new Supplemencs upport'to our: Hopes 
of arriving thither ( his Aſcenſion blogs 
Pledge and Pattern of ours, ) it muſt needs 
at "the Aame'time fan the Flame of our Af- 
feQions, and make them rendupwards with 
importunarte reaches rowards Heavenly Ob- 
je&s.  For'\this is a Maxim dhicts Eapers 
exce 'as\ well as Philoſophy has ſtamped for 
eruth, that the more our Hope of 'any good 
is eſtabliſhed, the more our Delires” after ir 
are increaſed, and that nothing ſooner coo!s 
the Fever ofthe AfﬀeQions, than Deſpair of 
Fruition 3; Whence it follows, that :the A[- 
cenhon of Chrift by adding further incou- 
ragement to our Hopes, becomes a Ratio- 
nal Motive to us to refine and elevate our Af- 
ſeions, and to have our Converſation in 
that Heaven of -our Intereſt in which the 
Aſcenſion of 'Chriſt in our Nature is ſo Con- 
vincing an Aſſurance. 
Secondly, Asa Moral Emblem ; the whole 
courſe 
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Of this way JI Re- 
and | Aſcenſion of our” Lord';' for 
— with him we caonor- Ye yet loofen 
the 'bands of Death, ' and dreak 
the Grave, yet we can now in ſome 
riſe with him, from the'Dezth of Sin, to 
newneſs of Life, and are by his ve 7 
on' not only 7»cbied, bur alfo admoniſh 
do ſo. Andalthoas to his Bodily A 
( as our Lord told St. Perer, ) we Fnowan Ty 
low him now, yet we can in ſome ſenſe a- 
ſcend with him, by a —_ elevation 
o& our Thoughts and AttQions, and are al- 
_— invited to do the” latter from 
che ation of the former. The Lo- 
cal'and Bodity Aſcenſion of Chriſt, callsfor 
a Moral and Spiritual Aſcear; John 12. 32. 
If I be lifted np from the Earth, I will draw «ll 
Men unto me, {aid our Lord in reference to 
his Crocifixton. How much more power- 
fol then o this Confideration to bein re- 
ference to his ©/ſtenſion 3, for it cannor be 
frid of him now, what was then, when his 
Beauty 
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theeelore may, the, Pious and.Serapbick Soul 

bear up her {elf upon, the, Wings of Contem- 

plation, Loveand. Defire,.,aod, follow. her 

Aſcending Lord wherethe Eyes of the won- 
A 


dring poſtles. were forced to leave bim, and 


—\ fay in the Words of E/ſba.to his departing 


Maſter, .as the. Lord liveth, and as thy Soul 
liveth 'I will not leave thee; 2. Kin. 2. 2. and 
bleſſed is he that hath part inthis firſt Aſcen- 
ſion, tor over him the Second . Death ſhall 
bave no Power. Pl 
And thus have. I ſhewn;by ſeveral Confi- 
derations, what a reaſonable and becoming 
thing itis for a. Chriſtian: to have his Con- 
verſation in Heaven ; but it will appear yet 
much more ſo, if we conlider, in the Third 
and Laſt place the great Uſes and Advanta» 
ges of ſuch a Heavenly diſpenſation of Life, 
and they are many 3 but I {hall conſider-0n- 
ly ſome of the moſt remarkable of. them. 
Firſt, This. is a moſt excellent expedient 
to beget and confirm 10 us the contempt of 
the World, andofall thoſe Pomps and Vani- 
ties of it which we renounced inour Baptiſm ; 
this is a mighty thing, and a thing that has 
been 


dere ay oo. | ron aps norcar 
-_ ſhould be taken-out of 'the: World, bur 


dehvered from::the: evil of it;\ Fobs' 27. 15. 
'The beſt way to forſake the'World;:is to:do 
itzn Heart and AﬀeQtion, and” the;moſt ef 
fetual means to dothis, is by-converſiog in 
the other World. This indeed-may be done 
by a::ſerious Contemplation-of, —_—_— 
of external compuing of argon Snaners 
our. own, . by compar verge, 
we:may be be fared, pr ror Vanity inſuf- 
X figiency of all Workdly ObjeRs'-to,the pur- 
; poſes'of Content and Happineſs. And} this 
. was the courſe. that.So/omon tookto convince 
himfelf and others: of the World's | Vanity. 
| But beſides that. this isa long, way. about; and 
- a way that atagiens a great: deal of Time, 
' and a Se t Experience, and a great 
. deal of Meduation and RefleQtion ; itisalſo 
a Method fit only for finer and more eleva- 


t ted Spirits, thoſe of a Contemplative Genius, 
f and ofa Nice Diſcerameat. But toConverſe 
+ in Heaven, is-a more compendious and eaſy 
a Method to contemn the lower World, more 
S praQticable to the TR ſort ; and thoſe 
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2 and: tak 
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the Warkd 
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the Author 'to't 

Heb. 1+. 9: "rhat by Fatth 

Lani of P rommiſe as i # ſtrange Commry, _ 
ing 


them, no more-tban the Pe ata Circle js 


;gateany' Croſs upan Earth, and 
IJNCEUNteT 1aQy. .AMyQion as Sta Stephen did 
his; Martyrdom : He,is ons of .thoſe ſieddy 


Paio-t00: For a view of Wo dug 


jt! K00,, = will f 
One," 
Nay, to pes 


derable. Fox & therwpr Fares 
Death, and a paigful, Death, (LOOT his 
Converſation. inr; Fleaven, views. the BOP 
that ſhall be reveale there,; and 

thar; the: ſharpeſt Sufferings En: preſent 


time are aot, worthy to;be.compared wath 


with its Cirewnference; Hecoptemplares the 
Joy char is ſet before him, and. ſo. Lata 
ahe:Crols, and deſpiles the Shame,and 


p.us £0 


Mira #4 Plalmiſt ſpeaks of, P/a/. 112. 7. 
L 2 


Who 
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whoate not aftaid at any'*evilTidings, bor 


I an Aras bo robe Lord. Muetr 
leſs will he for the dread of any Perſecurions 


or Worldly Loffes deny his Religion, or by 
a Trimming and Hypoeritical Mode of Be- 
haviour, court the Favour of thoſe in Power, 
or by any 'finful - | Mag with a 
ood Conſcience, He Tees nothing ſo great 
N fo terrible in this World, as to fright him 
into any ſuch unworthinefſes ; no, 'they that 
do {o, have not their Converſation in Hea- 
ven, but are Earthly, Senſual and Deviliſh, 
and for all their Pretences'to Seff-denial, de- 
ny nothing of themſelves thatT know of, but 
their Vnderſtandings. * He that truly conver- 
fes in Heaven ; tha infinitely more there 
than he can either get or fofe here, and can 
therefore never' be guilty'of ſuch a Fooliſh 
Exchange, as to gain not the whole, but's lir- 
tle of the World, and loſe his own Soul: 
Thirdly, This Diſpenſation of Life is the 
beſt Preparatory for Heaven that can poſſt- 
bly be ; for beſides that the greerzeſs of that 
Happinefs' makes him that Contemplates it, 
deſpiſe any good orevil that may here ſtand 
11 competition with it ; ' he further conſiders 
the Nature and Lnality ' of that Happineſs, 
that it is an union of the Soul with her beſt 
and laſt end, that it is a clear Yiſion and an 
ardent Love of God, who cannot be feen by 
him that Lives 3 much leſs by _— 
ves 


Vol... -(everal- Divine Subjecrs. r55 
Lives ill ; and this muſt needs. put. him. up- 
on thinking, that a Holy and Divine frame 
of Spirit is abſolacely requiſite, - nat only as 
a Condition to our Admiſſion ioto Heaven, bur 
al! as. a Condition - of Enjoyment, without 
which there is no being Happy even when 
we.are there. And from this Conkderati- 
on, he naturally paſſes to fit himſelf for the 
enjoyment of his Maker, to Purify himſelf 
as he is Pure, to Purge, Refine, and-Spiri- 
tualize his Nature, that ſo he. maybe quali- 
fied for the refined Joys, of Heaven. The 
ſhort is, there are [Two things that mult 
and will be conſidered by him that has his 
Converſation jn Heaven, the Greatneſs of 
the Happineſs there, and the Natere of it ; 
and eachof theſe has a particular influence 
| for the preparing: him for it: The former 
| will make him Temptation- Proof againſt a- 
ny preſent gogd;or evil that ſhallRand in his 
way to his great Prize, and the latter will 
. contribute to form and faſhion the frame of 


t his Mind iato a likeneſs and affinity with 
4 the end which he propoſes : But both toge- 
] ther will ſo ſtrongly influence the Man, that 
O he will become perfeQly «ravrai2u1&, dead 
to himſelf and to all the Luſcious Reliſhes of 
the Corporeal Life, and the Life of God will 
be triumphantly ſeated in him, ſo that now 
he has but one only Will in the World, 
whichis to have none at all of his own, but 
L 3 to 
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annibilate himſelf, that God may be'altin 
in him.” Abd: thus while like Moſes he 
converſes with" Got on this holy Moon, 
his Face ſhines with a Divine Glory,” and he 
is rransfiguredinto' the likeneſs of himwhotn 
his Soulloves., i37-ON 'Aotiv 
- Pourthly-and Laſtly,” This is a difpenſa- 


' tion of Life; that affords;the preateſt Plea- 


ſure and SaticfaQtion of atiy in the World, 
ro aſtend* the top of the Myſtical Piſgeh, 
and thence 'to'rake a ſurvey of the Hap 

Land ; ro contemplate the' infinite Perfefti- 
on of God, -and the Happineſs of thoſe Blel: 
ſed Spirirs that enjoy him, the Order of An- 
gels, and that noble and blefſed Comitiuni- 
on of Saints ; to contetnplate the laſt and 
richeſt Scene of Providence, and the Dif- 
covery -of 'all rhe 'reſt' that went before; 
when: the reaſon of all difficult and perplex- 
ing Appearances ſhall be made plain, and 
the manifold Wiſdom of God ſent in a clear 
Light; ro have our Minds imployed about 
the greateſt and beſt things, ro walk with 
God, and keep :a conſtant Communication 
with Heaven, muſt needs be the ſweeteſt as 
well as the nobleft and moſt worthy Enter- 
rainmenron this ſide of-it. 1»tekeFual Plea- 
ſures are certainly greater than Senſnal, e- 
ven by the Confeſſion of the greateſt Senſt- 
aliſts, as may appear from -this ſingle in- 
ſtance, in that Men will abſtain from the 


greateſt . 
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' ns Seafit che: is the 
greateſt of thoſe that are Intelletual. Con 
detailing this theta belfaid that is of 
Wiſdom, thar Gep Weys ave Ways of 'Bles 
whſ7} "and Mhat'ifl her Paths ave: 's tha 
ſhe W « Tree of Life to them Yhar lay hol upon 
her, and happy is every ove that vilatneth her ; 
Prov. 3.17; That they who tat of her ſhall 
yet: be Hungry, and they thifdrink of her 
ſhall yer be Thirſty. Por” there is a certan 
mexhauſtible Well of Pleaſure,'a farhomleſs 
Abyſs of Delight io this Heavenly Conver- 
lation, which they only, whio' have experi- 
mented it," can conceive, and which even 
they want Power to deſcribe. 

This I know will be far from ſatisfying 
ſome Voluptuaries, who areſupk fo low in- 
ro the concrary. Life, that of Senſe and Car- 
nality, that they will think a Man Mad 
that ſhall either Tatk or Live at this Ab» 
ſtrated rate; but to theſe TI have Two 
things to ſay : Firft, That their having no 


notion of the Pleaſure of rhis Diſpenſation, 


1s no Objefion againſt it; the thing may be 
true for any thing they know or can ſay to 
the contrary, for they are not, during the 


quick ſenfibility and invigoration of the 
Tower Life, proper Judges! in the caſe, any 


L 4 more 
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© The other thing I ſhall commend -40 the 
Senſualiſt is this, that ſince he is'roo ſcrupy- 
lous and. ſceptical to take our. word for it, 


he would- our after ſuch a degree at 
leaſt of- Spiritual Purification, as totry the 


Experiment, that as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, he 
would Taft and See how good and pleaſant 
this Heavenly - Converſation 'is; and then 
Pm much miſtaken if he does not find: that 
all the Madneſs lay on his fide, if he does 
not confeſs that there are no Joys like Spiri- 
tual Joys, and that one Day ſpent in theſe 
Anti-Courts of Heaven 1s better than a Thou 
land. 

And now (inceit appears to be a thing of 
ſomuch reaſon and becomingaeſs, and. of ſq 
great uſe and advantage to have our Conver- 
lation in Heaven, methinks we ſhould eaſily 
be perſwaded to enter upon this Heavenly 
Diſpenſation of Life. The Region we now 
Converſe io, is very incommodioully ſeated, 
and of an unwholſome Complexion, ſuch 
as does not. agree with the Conſtitution, of 
the Soul, where ſhe is always ſickly and out 
of order,full of weakneſſes andindiſpoſitions; 
why then do we not change our Abode, and 

© Sth remove 
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ſelves the happineſs of ſo pleaſant an Abode. 
Why then do not-our Thoughts dwell more 
in. Heaven, -where beſides. the far. greater 
delightfomneſs of the Place, we have a 
particular | ſntere#- and Concers to invite us 
thither ? "Tis the hope of arriving at Hea- 
ven ' at laſt that ſupports our: Life uv 
Earth; ig is got able to ſupport it (elf: One 
or twoturns here, gives a Conſidering Man 
a full compaſs of its Enjzoymeats, and he no 
ſooner comes to underſtand them, but he 
deſpiſes them. And what ſhall a Wiſe Man 
do, what refuge has he after this:Diſcovery, 
but to Converſe in Heaven ? What Expedi- 
ent is there left, but to awticipate thoſe Joys, 
when he can no longer «ſt theſe ? 

So that there is a neceſſity of converſfing 
in Heaven, if 'twere only to relieve the Va- 
nity of Earth; and happy is the Man wy 

as 
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"His! 15a | Gai which our Lord 
puts ro himſelf; and ris well he did 
5 for had he: -par it to atiy body elſe, tis 
great odds:bit that it had been anſwered 1n 
the Negative ;/ for the great and- general 
Center of Human Nature, whither all the 
Lines of Appetite tend, and-where they'all 
meet, is Happineſs ; The defire' of Ha 
.nef5. is the Fa and MaFﬀer- -Spring of the bl, 
as the Pulſe of the*Heart ts in the Boa), "that 
which ſets all the Wheels'on work, and go- 
verns all the #:der-morionsrof the Man: "Tis 
that original Weight and Bias 'which the 
Soul 
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8oul firſt received: from theFHuins 
Creator,” and" which" fe" cat! 

Tong as ſhe her" ſelf is: *Fis theft 
eft and molt radical Apbobiee hit we 
an Appetite- to which-God' Aa vor fur 
bounds, and to which Mati'cewnot;' 3h A 
ite that'is-ungovernable and unconfined 
ſelf, and' ry hives Meaſures and- Laws 
toall thereſt; and conſequently there is 'n6- 
thing which {6-ill popes boy > With our Na- 
xure, which ſo direQly croſks the grain of 
our Conftitution,: as 00 which threatens 
or offers the leaſt cormtradiftion to this ruling 
Inclination of itt. Hence''it is that Evz/ 


the great entipathy of Human Nature, which 


though it has many | alivry! Averſions, 
yet this 1s her great and general Abhorrence: 
From this at its firſt S ntodch the whole 
Man” ſhrinks in, and ſtands averſe, and 
would be removed from it (if poffible) an 
infinite diſtance 3 the Animal part of Man is 
apainſt it, and the Reaſox of Man wonders 
and diſputes how ſuch an uncooth thing 
came into the World, and ſeveral FHhporheſes 
have been advanced to. account for that 
ſtrange Appearance ; iow 73 x«xiy was the 
great knot of  antient Morality, and the 
moſt gravelling Problem of all the Heathen 
Philoſophy ; and I queſtion whether Reaſon 
without the affiſtance of Revelation can con- 
quer the Difficulty. So that conſidering the 


Op- 


| een ta des 
= to our underſtands 
ſeems; nothing moredifficult than 


Wn reconciled rot, though it'be 1n order 
OF ſencer advantage, and we fee an excel- 
ko glory ory behind the Cloud. 

is faid by Plato, that Pleaſure and Pain 
are therwo Nails that faſten both the Wings 
of the Soul dowa tothe Earth, and binder 
its Aſcent upward; and the Wiſe 
* Stozck [has moſt.' excellently 
ſamm'd up the whole difficulty of Vertue 
into; in(yor and 5rizer to Abtain and Suſtain: 
Indeed Abſtinence and Patience are the Two 
moſt rough and uneaſy Places 1a all the Stage 
of Vertue; the reſt of her ways'are ways-of 
Pleaſantnef3, and all her other Paths are 
Peace. But here the Traveller-meets with 
Trouble and Diſcouragement, js ingaged in 
a point of Labour and Contention, and 
though in the Event be perform his Duty 
and bear forth good Seed, yet 'tis always 
with the relutancy of his lower faculties, 
and (as the Pſalmiſt expreſles it, ) he goes 08 
his way ſorrowing. 

But the chiefeſt and nobleſt Scene of Ver- 
toe lies in Patience +3 *tis hardto abſtain from 
Pleaſure, but 'tis much harder to indure 
Miſery, ( which is the Reaſon by the way 
that the Sanftions of Laws are generally 
taken rather from Puniſhments than from 
Re- 


"M Epifetw. 


Rid Pyar: (yrmor anyone which 

8 s Paſs's moſt difficult'z for we hate Pain 

' to an higher degree than we- love Pleaſure: 
Aud of thisthe Infernal Spirit was ſo ſenſible; 
nr who dwelling with everlaſting Burn- 
is beſt able to judge of the difficulry"of 

l mitting to-Miſery, ) that hepreſumed to 
fay concerning that lhe Perſon'whom 
God had commended for his'Integrity in all 
the inſtances of AF#ive Obedience,and whom 
- himſelf knew to be a Miracle of Patience 

n particular, that if” God- would bur "pur 
forth his Hand, and” touch” him with ſome 
near and cleaving Aflicion, he would curſe 
him to his Face, Job. 1. 11. 

And tothis purpoſe 'tis yet further obſer: 
vable, that even the Diſciples of the Bleſſed 
Jeſus-whom he had picked and choſen out 
of the promiſcuous Herd of 'Mankind, and 
who followed this Lamb whitherſoever -hs 
went, and traced him through all the nar- 
row paths of z Vertuous and Religious Life, 
yet when he came to Mount Calvary, with- 
1n view- of the Croſs, they all forſook him 
and fled, ſtopt ſhort at the Foot of the dread- 
ful Hill, and left him to tread the Wine- 
preſs alone : and even he thathad moſtcou- 
Tage and preſence of Mind, and dared fur- 
theſt, hewhom St: Chryſoffom calls the Warm 
Diſciple, even he oy” him but afar off, 
Luke 22. 54. 


Nay, 


w- 


\ oe even \ our Bleſſed Saviour. dim Fr 
is 
Human Spirix, And the incentives of anOm- | 
pipment Love, bag a1/@ the:Divioity of his 
Perſon tor his immediate Suceour and Sup+ 
port ; a5 he faigted 95 $0 his Beg/{y irengeh 
under the Load of the Croſs, fo was he ama- 
z8d/'ioto ag”! Ageny and Sweat of Blood at 
ehe:very appechenſion of what: be was coſut+ 
ferupon it, and almoſt fainted: ig is Reſo/a- 
tiaw £00, till afrer:che recolleRtions 'of Medi- 
tacion, and the confirmation ofan Angel, he 
overcame- the! tenderneſs; and reluQancies 
of.innocent Nature; wirh che - perfection of 
Submiſſion and Reſignation, emptitd him+ 


ſelf of his own WY, :as he bad formerly done 


of his Heavenly Gries, and refuſed a)l help 
and deliverance both from'the Guard of his 
Angels, and the over-officious Sword of his 
—_ Apoſtle, with this gentle Reproof, 

ut. wp tby Sword into the \Sheath 51 the Cup 
_ my Father has giver me (bail 1 not drink 
ﬆ&f 

\Thefall ſenſe of which Words is reſolvible 
into-theſe- I'wo Propoſitions, ; / 

Firſt, Thatevery AffiiQtion which befalls 
Man, is diſpenſed 'to bum by: the hand of 
Providence ; which is intimated | io thee 
Words, the Cup which my Father hes given me; 

\ Secondly, That hanaford he aug htrofub- 
mit to it with all Patience, Meekneſs, Cogn- 
tentedneſs 


4 ſp | "We 
prnary ys | pos meme 
01 And Firft-chat HW Pireptrpedeg 
befalls Man, 'is8ifpecaſed dohimby 
ofirtividetoor That there is fachva 
Providence Aa aaeraly [and thar: God) 
congern himfſel eb Ramen Sv 
ein of'the Material and" Threlic; 
Gaal World; 'b Say, regen, >, 
Motiops of the! r, 3nd the'4Fiowr and 
Event of the laner, rhough Yenyed by the 
Sthool' of £ we, is/ yer b ehink acknow: 
tharows' gs iCrarion, and (oor. 
ike ſand conſifiew- 
oy with: that Principle. ' Por beſides that 
Creation-doth bath ſuppoſe 'and produre-Love 
eewurdsrl& Creature, ſuppbie itaschePron- 
#iple, and prodber io! as the Bfoer, ir being 
inopoſſibls/rekea God ſhould''either create 
what he-did'ingt Love, or not Love'whar 
hd has crexed'; according to-that Obſerva- 
iow of the Wibe Man; W/d3ts 8: 92: Foy 
thow loweff all-the things thit fare} ind abhorre#t 
wwbing mbith rhas haſt made ; forever wo! af 
thdu have mate any thing, if f thou tft hed, 
L1ag; beſides'ntiar Love of God which! fol. 
lows upea -fle- Creation , and" thar-/care 
which ascloſely follows upon the Suppofiti 
otwof his 'Leve;//T farther confder;-that it 
tad -nor-boee- worth the while for "God to 
iuyeorands Wald, if he-08d! not” intend 
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ary worn aey tre 
pale of gorening i ſelf, -apd-tonduQting 
the infinite variery. of 


1ts-ownA motions to 
any:excellent: end, and fince-withour ſome 

-or--other,.4r - _— needs. fall:into 
and will not: un- 
+ 1a a edna 4 to what) pur- 
poſe: ſhould he:make ſuch a World, which 
wichout his.care of it wou ing bim more 

- by't$4fter- than Gary 
; its fins. Protuition? And; Diſorder: is a 
fo {o oppobite to- God, that. we: find:'he 
could-not be; y «eye on fat to: & Natural Chaos, 
much -leſs-then can he be toa Moral nobpy Cs 
ſpecially in/a-World: of his own raiſing; for 
indeed Creation:is roo great Workto be be» 
ſtowed upon a World whieh:is ever after to 
be ;abandaned; and left ro-45-4elf- - And ſince 
God has ingrafted into the nature. 'of every 
Animal, affe&ionate Propenfions: towatds 
its own Produdiions, whether'Natural, Me- 
chanical or Latelleftual, nothing can be maxe 
ablurd' than to imagin, thet he would be.fo 
ill a Parent himſelf, asto expoſe this his own 
Offspring, and which aſſoonas brought forth, 
he:Loved, and pronounced: very. |good, to 
the uncertainties of Chance and Contingent 
Ccy- 

” Belides, we are naturally. led to the exi- 
ſtence of Providence by the conſideration of 
the Divine PerteCtions, ſuch as his Omnipo+ 
tence, 


Gad, 2s ſuppoſingit- to be Eternal and Un» 
created, Yer were forced from the Contem- 
plation of the Divine Excellencies toacknows> 
ledge-it tobe Govers'd by him, They/own'd 
a Providence, [though they diſown'd a Crea- 
tion; and that from a ſerious conſideration 
of the excellent nature and attributes of God, 
which they thought would ſufficiently in- 
gage; him to take care of the World though 
he did not. make it: And truly were the 
Suppoſition poſſible, 'I ſhould yet think as 
they doz for ſure God is too great and too 
good: a Being to ſuffer Anarchy and Confu- 
ſion wherever there is a Capacity of Order: 
- Epicurws indeed turns this Argument quite 
a contrary way, and from the Perfe&ion of 
the Deity, argues for his profound Repoſe 
and IpaQtivity ; that being fixed upon his 
own Center, and full of himſelf, he has no- 
thing, to do but to live at large, ſecure and 
uncopcerned, and enjoy the richneſs of his 
own Eſſence, with an infinite and undivi- 
ded Complacency. But this all depends up- 
on that precarious and il] natured Principle 
of his, that all Benevolence proceeds from 
Indigence, or which is the fame in other 
terms, that all Love is Self Love 3 which in- 
M deed 
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deed if true, _—_—_— wp cnn, aw 
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the more x 


coticernsof others 5 pierre 
ing. abſolutely Perfe&t asGad' is;. mu \fire- 
ceflity be wholly deftitute of all Benevolence 
towards other beings, and without any'con- 
cern for their welfare, * For no conſequence 
is more ' plain than this, "that if all Love be 
from Want, then that- who is abfo- 
lately removed from Wait cannot be” capa- 
ble of any Love. Epicurus his Inference there- 
fore is very - right , but-the- ground upon 
which he proceeds is falſe, 'in makit g all 
Love to owe its riſe to Indigence. 19 
I ſhall. not here undertake a diret# bonkii 
©. tation of this liberal and ſtraits 
Theor, #nd Re- Iaced Notion, having particuſar- 
3914 7 1% ]y conſidered! it elſewhere: ; I 
ſhall only remarkat preſent, that 
the falſeneſs of this Epicurean Principle, 
out of all Queſtion to us who believe a oh 
zios.; forif, that Love proceeds from-want, 
be an Argument that a'perfe&- Being can 
have no Love, then we may argue as well 
the other way, that if a perfeQt Being does 
Love,=then Love does not proceed'-from 
want. And we have ſufficient diſcovery 'of 
this in the Creation, which confideting: the 
Self-ſufficiency of the Divine Nature, muſt 
needs be the effeCt of a pure, unſelfiſh, * 
7 


To:Creae, bins moreto GovernaWorkd: 


ry 

þ deth Gadiknow?. = rar 
dark Clowd 2 'Nar he that: 
kacter; tuſpeft; tharheplr 
Offices and: wakkso idle rand dunconcertfd: in 
chit Circuit of -Hlzoven. | Refidesche Periods 
ons of God wanld not appear focconkj icuouf 
iy, if cheve were ns Providedce:: *Tis great 


agthe Skill of ehe:Avtilt 1s mare! feen in well 
odering and; 2ttivlly. rouching:the Strings 
of a Muſical Inftrumeat, thaw niche 'fvit 
mikiag and framing of x. 7i910 1 
And iF ivbe.anct; arantedthatithere isn 
Provideace, 'tis. an abfutd- dad: ridiculous 
M 2 Coe 


Sho wy 
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SE 
on the fect the Wares» 


| Organized" "Ma; and. qr over ,:and 

br 81 dire&;)not | [the- Greater, Grery 

:Morions-6f this his moſt 

ay Ma For without this: the. 
mony-ofthe Univerſe would'be: very defc- 
ive, ahdrits parts diſproportionate and-ill- 
ſorted. [Tis true, Beauty and Order would 
dwell above; bbt all! would be Chaos and 
Confuſia below, and .the Earth would Rill 
be withoat. form axd void. And: thus their- 
ularity of the lower World would caſt a 

dil paragement-upon the: whole Syſtem of 
things, as theuntunableneſsof One or Two 
Inſtruments:dif-recommends the whole Mu- 

£Hcal Conſort. « ; UTTIONI 3 
"Tis therefore. necefſary::to affirm, that 
the Providence: of God-:extends' to both 
Worlds,: as the:Sun Beautifies and _ 
6 1 ECAC 


Po 


of the Cognizarice, 
ſonably ſuppoſe thar he c 1 | 
of his Creatures, and-proportions his Provi- 
deatial Care according to their diffetent ex- 
. Eellencies. - Now throughout all*the order 
of the Viſible Creation, Man” is the moſt 
noble and accompliſhed Being, and conſe- 
quently the chiefeſt Obje&, the moſt pecu- 
liar Chyge of * Providence ; fo peculiar, rhat 
as the Creation 'of other _— things 
carried a peculiar reſpe&t toMan, ſo is their 
Government too chiefly in ſubordjoation to 
to” his Intereſt. And indeed *tis no more 
_ than what by the Meaſures'of Proportion 
we are warranted to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould 
have' a more than ordinary Intereſt in'the 
care and ſuperintendency of his Creator, who 
was made by an immediate Pattern from 
himſelf, and with his ſolemn Counſel and 
deliberation. 

Nor is this ever waking and broad Eye of 
Divine Providence open only on the Societies 
and Communities of Men, and intent only 
upon the Revolutions of States and King- 
doms, but alfo watches over the affairs and 
concerns of every particular Perſon in the 

M = World -j 
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Bay TIT bis Fellow-Creaturtss 


I ia Scripture got only ofthe 
Slag Angel: of the Jews |and the Princa 
i brane we-ſhould rake heed, how 
,or;deſpile/ even the meaneſt. of 
of the intereſt they have I» 
ha tbe (Age of ſpecial Preſence; the . 
of Heaven, Move. x8. 7. Nay we 
co by: the dame -infallible Oracle, thac 
o_ the very, Hawrsof our Head areall pum- 
bred ; Johat\not oalythe Meaneſt of Men, 
but. eventhe meaneſt thingsrelatiogto them, 
their moſt indiflcrent and inſignificant /con- 
CErAS Are under, the Charge, and Care of Pro- 
vidence. 
. And if the care of Providence beſo very 
punQual and exact even to'Grains and Scru» 
ples in the. moſt rrifling ad indifferent Con- 
cerns: of Man, we may-with great reaſon 
conclude, .that it is much. more {0 in -our 
more weighty and conſiderable Intererſts: 
god figce not oaly our preſent but firture 
appineſs depends much upon various | 
junduresof Cixcumſtagcesand States of Life, 
we have conſequently .reaſon' to conclude, 
that theſe are. more particularly conduRed 
by God's Providemial Hand; andaccording- 
Iy that AffiiHion COMES not forth of the Duff, 
neither does, Frouble foring out -of the Gvound, 
Job 
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val.U; (event; Diviie Bubjocrs; 173 
but:iare di and” 
Job: 5:67 but: iare difpoſed A 


God,:and-Arreſt us with a Divi 
frail. :And- the: excelkenc Wil- 


 dotti/of our Churebin-her Office forthe: Vi- 
 firation of the Sick, piouſly-ofders ghe- Mi- 


niſter | to: exhort :the:Sick. Fevſon- after this 
Edrm, :Dea#ly beloved, now: this;' that A1- 
> re 'Lord of wr" and 
ton them. pertaining; as -Toath, 

eourvry Ft, Age; Weakmeſond Sickneſs 
Wherefore, whasforver _ Sichmeſs' is, know 
you-certainh that tit is:God's Viſitation, 8&c. As 
indeed we have reafon to think that every 
orher Afﬀition-/is as welt as Sjckoeſs,-that 
there is 'a Chaſtiſing as well -as Deftroyi 
Angeh, and that all Plagues are from God as 
was as thoſe. of Egypt 3 that nv- Calamity 
can either ptivily ſtcal or violently 'break in 
upon us without the Divine notice-and par- 
ticular permiſſion. Bur that ' every” bitter 
Draughc which we take, is weighed, 'min- 

gled and reach'd out to us by ar inviſible 
Fland, by the Diſpenſation of Providence, 
that 'ris Cup. which our Father has gives ws; 
Our infinitely Wiſe, Good,- and Com fi- 
onate Father, one who knows roochufe for 
-us infinitely better than we'can'forougſelves, 
.and whole - infinite: Goodneſs;;i.Love- and 
Faithfulneſs, give as all poſſible 'aſhyrance 
that he: will uſe his Wiſdonrtforour beſt In- 
tereſt, and give £004 Gifts tor his Ghildren. 
M #4 - Which 
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1794 PaadicalDiſconeſeg upon Val. 11,” 
to ſubmir to every Diſpenſation with all-Pa-: 
tience, Meckneſs, Contentedneſs 'and> Re- 
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Patience and Refignation nnder all: Provis 
dential diſpenfations however difficult in'the 
Prafick, has yet perhaps moreto be ſaid for 
it in the Theory, than any one: inſtance in all 
Morality ; but-I am obliged be .the: limits 
of my Diſcourſe, - toconfine my Thoughts at 
preſent to fuch Arguments and Confideratis 
ons only as may' be afforded by the excellent 
Nature, Attributes and Relation of God. 
For *twas for this reaſon alone, that our 
Bleſſed Lord chearfully. ſubmitted ro the 
drinking of his Bitter Potion, becauſe 'twas 
given. him. by his Father, The (up which my 
Father has given me. , 
And that this is a Pillar ftrong enough for 
ſo great a weight, a ſufficient Argumeat for 
the moſt Heroical Reſignation under. the 
moſt accumulated Affliction, not to argue 
from the example of our Bleſſed Lord who 
ſupported his: labouring Courage by this - 
ſingle Conſideration, under the weight of 
his unparallel'd Agony, will clearly appear, 
if we conſider ſome of the excellent Attri- 
butes and Perfe&tons of God. Thoſe which 
more- eminently conduce to this purpoſe, 


and wherewith I ſhall at preſent content my 


ſelf, 


dk: al lagods Jo 0414101917 
- Firſt then, \we may confider; thathe fre 
whoſe Hands. we receive '0ur bitter C 
has a Sovereign:Right and-Dominion ove 
us3 which though ' we' flate/ at'the 'loy 
pitch, - and donor bottom it with ſome upor 
the 5742:x3,,0r' ſuper-eminency of the Divine 
Nature, 'or withothers on the unlimitedaeſs 
of the divine Power, but.rather'( which in- 
deed ſeemis more reaſonable,”) upon the be- 
nefit of Creation, yet even' ther will follow 
that he may juſtly make what deduQions he 
pleaſe from the ſum of onr Ha! with- 
in the Compaſs and Latitude of that Benefit. 
And conſequently we have'no juſt reaſon to 
murmur, -as if 'Injured; though either 
Deprivements or poſitive Inflitions hedimi- 
niſhed our e—_ {o long till he leave 
us in a ſtate juft preferable to that of Nox- 
exiſtence 3 though he ſhould draw out our 
Happineſs to the very Lees, ſtrip us of all 
but that ſlender one of Beig, and for- 
bid us the taſt of every Tree but this Oze, 
that grows in the whole Paradiſe of God. 
Thus I ſay by reaſon of the freeneſs of his 
Favours, God may deal with the moſt inno- 
cent and ſpotleſs of all his Angels; who after 
all this vaſt Subſtrattion, and in this ſtate of 
extream Barrenneſs and Sterility, are yet his 
Debtors ; 


VoLIF 
" and therefore infieadof:Myrmyx<! 
- Repining,/ obliged: t the: 
noon wr = | 
1 Jes 286 9 C= 
100988 cough nothing belies) #17 wil ſing 
»ntomy Cog, Plal.: 14.6;1: 
x ny God nighs july donbis, and 


Hy even 1n: tliis caſe, 'Pa- 
bighly. reaſon- 
ou yet. _— age is ;te:deal:thus 


axbitrarily with us, 1 or ta proceed to the ut- 
mglt Bounds of -his :Daminiong he. has by 
kus very donatton of Being to his Creatures, 
given them-all the, fair. grownd amaginable 
Shag Adgys yt thatall-bis after-proceed- 
1es:.cward them; ſhall be. ble and 
gorreſpontent, to. that his fit Favour, and 
that he: will. never 'take from us the leaſt 
Sexuple of, that. Felicity bench he in- 
veſted-us at the. firſt Minuteof.our exiſtence, 
without either our: own fault;; or. 4 reference 
to{ome ſurther Advantape ;the:firſt of which 
takes away. all occaſion of Complaint, and 
the Second:calls for our Praiſe and:Eucharift. 
_:(Afd; that this is the meaſure' whereby 
Gag deals with'ps, we may be well aſſured, 
At; we conſider.the:other-remaining Attri- 
butes, his Salf-{ificiency, his infiaiee Wiſ- 
.dam andGoodnels, atid bisPaternal relation 
40418; -Gad:is a. Being, 'whoſe Happineſs as 
>| ris always petfort, _—_ eniform, __ o 
£10374 U 


as he cam &ver ly-be in in;/bis own E[- 
ſence, na <q arly:can redrawn 
nor. any Advantages to in 

ok wrought inthe Creature ex 
ſtands in.no need of our Fleppineſs, mucts lefs 
of our My/ery.; and therefore whenſoever he 
lays an Afftidion upon us; ſince he-camhave 
no- Intereſt. of his 0wn to :{etve by itz: we 
muſt either {ay that he afiiQts us meerly for 
 AMiQtion's ake, -or that he deſigns it in-or- 
der to a more 4mportantgood of thePatient; 
To affirm the former would be Abſurdity, 
Impiety, and Blaſphemy,. and withal con- 
trafy to the expreſs voice of Scripture, 
which tells us-that God-does'not affii wil- 
lingly, nor grieve the Children of Mes,” Lam. 
3. 33- The latcer therefore muſt be' con- 
cluded, that all the Evils which God dif- 
pences tous, ( except only where 'our ex- 
tream Demerit alters the Caſe, as in the in- 
ſtance of Damnation, are deſigned for our 
greater Intereſt either here orhereafter, and 
to Perfei# or Conſecrate us through Suffer- 
ings, Heb: 2. 10. They are mndeed-the Ar- 
rows of the Almighty, but ſent upon a 
Friendly Erragd 3 preſent Interruptrons, but 
future Lnlargements of our Happine(s;; like 


the 


1778 Pradical Diſcourſes'upon Vol.1E 
the, Miſty Veil ofthe Morning, which for a 
while ſhuts 'in'the/Rays ofthe Sun, but at 
lengeli contributes to the greater Luſtreand 
Triumph/ofthe Dy. 
{And to'this purpoſe we may further con- 
fider, that the great Moderator of the Uni- 
verſe,. and Supream Diſpoſer of all Events, 
is infinitely Wiſe and Good, as well as Self- 
ſufficient, and conſequently cannot but do 
things for the'Beſt ; tor as he is too'Self-ſuf- 
ficient to'drive on any intereſt of his own, 
{o- is: he too Wiſe to miſtake ours, and too 
good not'to execute the diftates of his Wil: 
dom; the conſequence 'of which two Sup- 
poſitions, muſt needs be the diſpoſal 'of all 
things in' the beſt way and manner that is 
Mble. *'Tis much morerational in it ſelf, 
and leſs derogatory to the Divine PerfeQi- 
ons, to ſuppoſe with Epicure that God does 
not. at all meddle with the Afﬀairs of the 
World, than that he does it by halves, and 
ſteers his great Veſſel with a diſadvantagi- 
ous condutt. There: is no Artiſt, but will 
perform to the utmoſt of his Skill, provided 
1t be as eaſy for him to make his Piece com- 
pleat, as to wader-work it. And that *tis ſo 
ro God, we can 'no more diſpute, than we 
can the abſolute Infinity and Perfe&tion of 
his Nature: ' Certain therefore: it is, that if 
God governs the World, *tis govern'd alto- 
gether as well as *rwas made, that is, as well 
as 
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a.is poſſible: G13 pourea, lato, . God 
«Qs the -part: of a Geometfician, does all 
iogs exaltly and regularly:;:thus he made 
the World, and thus he governs)it, he pro- 
ceeds by the ſame Standard:in both, and his 
Government of the World is:no leſs Mathe- 
matically exa& than his'/Creation-of it. 'Tis 
true indeed;/ the :exaftneſs of ithe-farmer is 
not {o obvious to-our obſervatton,.as:that:of 
the latter,» nor are.we ſo well able to judge 
of the Moral, as of. the Natura/:.Geometry of 
God':; Bat conſidering the PerfeQtion of God, 
and > p91 mg er of our:Capicities, we 
haye no reaſon to.-queſtion, but that- one [is 
as.exaQt as the other,: and:both as exatas 
poſſible. Not thatthis is robe underſtood\in 
an Abſolute, but in a Relative Senſe; for|as 
to the tx ever of the Natural World, we 
do;not require that every Species:of  Bein 

ſhould bein the higheſt Perfe&ion, wes, 
a Creature is capable; ( 1 Cor. 12.17. for 
if the whole Body were an Eye, where were the 
Hearing e ). So neither are we to meaſure the 
perfection of the' Moral World by ſingle and 
{ſeparate Inſtances, but by the _ whole :con- 
du& and courſe of the Divine Diſpenſatioo. 
And then as in Muſick, what: is Diſcord in 
particular and-ſeparately conſidered, will be 
Harmony upom-the whole ; a far: more ex- 
cellent Harmony to the 7ztelſef, than the 
moſt curious and artful diſpoſition of Sounds 
can be to the verſe. "1's 
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Darkneſs and Night 
_—_— Harmony ny and bull on TL 

.Coinetris the: true } 
eh 1: (that is inthe Gitds » ) but 
motoring when our Eye-ſight (all be clear- 
ediand fortified-to/ſee. our: Glorious Makey 
as he is,” we' ſhall then with: the Beauty -of 
his Fae bebold:that of bis» Proewdemce, we 
ſhall ſce the'deepPlot ofthis great and wor- 
derful Draws laid open and unravel, arid 
how eventhe molt Cloudy: and Doubtful 
ſtates of thyngs wind up in Beauty and 
Harmony = We ſhall ſee and be:welt 7 aths! 
fied, - that there'isa Geomerry' in his Prove 
dence, as well asina his Creation ;"and that as 
all things were made, :{0 are: they governed 
$00 in' Nadbber,; Weight, and Meaſare. Theri 
Ghall we noroaly | mer and meeklyſub- 
mit to,-but wich tull acquieſceace and com- 
pkcency of Spirit, rejoycezathe accomplah- 
ment , of: the: whole Will of God, though it 
bein the Damnatioa of: aur. nearcſt Friends 
aad Relatives. : :/Then ſhall there be an'in- 
ure reſolution 'of our Will into' che Divine, 
God ſhall beall.inall, Epheſ. 3. 10. and his 
mnwvnbuad coin, Dis madifolg and various 
Wiſdom, though not fully-:comprehended, 
xet-fhall be{omuch underſtood, as to be fal- 
Jy:juſtihediby all his Childreg. 
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upo on this Sup ke big: 
OS utb's at organ Acci Re rorep ine ond 
any Citing, "to take'ts a ore che lofs'6f 
Friend, haben angther' and' A bettizx 
Self; though 'this whole Happineſs, were 
comperidigufly fum'd up'in him, fo”'ss 
loſe i at 'a Blow 3 when at theſame rims 
he ſerioofly confiders;" that all things ar e 
well as they can poſlibly be'? nant, he 
thatis troubled ag any Atfliftion, may Ke 
be ſuſpeSted'of one of theſe twothing 
ther of” far forgertiog that. God goyer e03 ab 
World, oro Charging, bim, with. Mal. 
miniſtration. He 06: Nates by bis Grief = 
Diſcontent this much art leaſt, that | 16 diſ- 
likes 
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drhat he leave off 1 governing 


| were. we thorough! y ſacif- 
ED Wiſdom.and G ls of 


al of all ND were this 


nd. Thanks in Fr Pie aſa- 
Eo Nemees FEM 96. ae? 


Mao, ) wor 


ſubmit with reſignation to the Divine Will, 
but approve ip imbraceit with full choice, 
_ © as our belt LotandPortion, and ſay 
* Epirus. With another excellent Stoick, ty 
"Uo Tavruy Trrwy Te EYVIeaTus UT0AGE 
yYieoue, I will not only endure, bur plead for 
the diſpenſations of Providence, and juſtify 
them to the World. We ſhould not then 
eontent our ſelves with that of the Royal 
Prophet, 1 became dumb and opened not m 
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"rind here, ah Yist | o8c Cabtraden 
mv Fa that, is the ,Paterxal. relation of 
gee ef ebe the- bitter Cup;-;.bee 

"RAI of hisnatuxe, has 
: We Oe Þ tonndear him teas; he L 
1sjaur: Father, and; therefore; caungh bur a | 
very tenderly. Red towardus:.. .Helov 
hen we were but an Ides.imbis owe Un- 
ndiog,.. much . more., does. he.. now, 
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wholſoin vin for me 2" os firte 
oor Þutjoy, -and "WhS Hs parted! With 
crefol"iny-fake, thiri ke can'polfiblyf 
from1the in"this Wetld3” Yor he e tras give 
me - Mi Beloved Son, 'the brightnef'sr- 
Glory afd the expreſs Image of hisPerfon, 
ge T'rhey#etive good; Yoxeat' x good 4h 
nds; > and -#9f-vecerve evi , vb 3:'16.; Shall 
T refuſeth&Cup which my" her, this 
Father" has given 'ttie #7 No! may the'con- 
fidering Sufferer - tay, F will 'welconie the 
ſharpeſt 
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berping Willow 3, and yer. abis is che .e- 
quent as .wellas unhappy. fate of th a 
Pretenders/to-Wiſdom thatare in the World, 
who. in nothing take ſuch. abſurd meaſures 
as in this. We ſhew indeed enough of our 
Weakneſs and Ignorance in the ſearch of N4- 
ture, and in what we call our Philoſophy: We 
liveamong My fteries and Riddles,and thereis 
not one thing that comesin at our Senſes, but 
what baffles our Underſtandings; but though 
( as the Wiſe Man complains, Wiſd. 9.16.) 
hardly do we gueſs aright at the things that are 
upon Earth, aud with labour do we find the 
things that are before us; yet find them out 


þ we 


res, and; - dntrary 
| Very rare that xe he 
ze t to be. Hae hiv EX 
bel Cold, and he muſt be a ver vg 
' Botanic now hy ſhall gather Poi 
Rea of Po herbs% and yer <-hiew ofictido 
in the condud* oe 1fe! and He e great 
Ends"agd Meaſures of it. 'we often 
miſtake one” contraty for Ware! Evil for 
Good, Darkneſs for Light, "and Tay for 
W dom.” We do not Pk "2&X'f voliſhly, 
( for that were fomething tolerable, would 
we but acknowledge and be aſhamed. of our 
weaknefs, ) but we back this Folly withan- 
other, applaud and juſtify our abfurd mea- 
ſures, and think 'our ſelves 'Wiſe not only 
while we are Fools, bur for that vety thing 
wherein we-are ſo. _ 
"Thee generality of Men place their Wiſ- 
dormiin that which isdireRtly rheir Folly, and 
their greateſt Wiſdomin heir greateſt Polly 3 
they lay deep Plots for ſhallow Intereſts, and 
are very ſlight and ſuperficial in their Con: 
trivances about things of real Moment and 
Conſequence ; they work out a frame of 
Iittle Defigns, 'with' as much induſtry, art 
and warine(s, 'as the laborious Spider weaves 
her fine-wrought Web, and to as much pur- 
pale, to catch a Fo, to bring about a Trifle, 
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that 'w \.444 they weigh. themſelyes,; and 
finds them wanting in RE they chicfly. pre- 
tended tg Fe hee s them:with downright 
Folly afid | EM; For, 'this was the. caſe 
'of the: rich 
neſs of his 
Expedient, 'and he was. ,very- bulie, and 
rhoughtful within himſelf how to find room 
to diſpoſe 6f his Goods 5 what ſhall I do, 
fays he, becauſe, I have no roon: where. to 
beſtow my Eruits? The. Poor Man. it ſeems 
was as much” ſtraitned.in-his Plenty, as, ather 
Men. ufe to bs in _the cxtreatpeſt POVecey 3 
| 4s 


Vol. Tre prponemtyerioce 13g: 

_— NO be fooneicebitagain ms 
1 - 

Ke HT a good piece of Land, 
and b 4.>No,  fays be;' I under- 
ſtacid- betrerithings'' than ſo, chis-will L doy 
I watiipull downdviny Barns and: 
terz:and there willl © beftow (not onthe 
Poar,) all my Fruits and my Goods; and:L 
will: {ay to: my-Soul;. Soul thow haſt mack 
Gaodds: Jaid up for many: Years, take thine 
Ealſe;\\\Eat, - Nick and be: Merry. This 
— \Refolution; iand a Wiſe-one too as 

be thought, applauding himſelf as much in 
the Wiſdom. of . his Contrivance, as in the 
Fruitfulneſs'of bisGronnd : But: God ſaid un- 
to biz, Thou Faok--- 

\Ir-is. here {uppaſed, that he. Rich Man 
thought he bad done wiſely, :and proceeded 
bythe beſt: Meaſures of Prudence and Dif 
cretion, inthar'the Judgmenc of God is here 
by: way of Oppoſition ſer againſt hisz he it 
ſeems, 'and God were of twodifferent Ap» 
prebenſions, But God faid unto'him,---From 
the Words therefore ſhall in.the'Firſt place 
obſerve, how vaſtly: the Judgment of God 
dificrs from that of Men, and particularly 
that what we count Wiſdom here,-is Folly 
with him : 'And'fince the Judgment of God 


is: 7 A infallible, and according to- the 
N 4 truth 


j| ing of Mew: piouh 
or ielsand Contentido 
this: Worlds :And hete\[:\Þa AAR Tur 
great Folly: of; Covetouſnefs, andpartichlar- 
ly.of the Covetous:Rich:Man in he Text. / 
-:/And Firſt; Loblerve how vaſtly different 
the Judgraent-of Godis- frorii wharf; Men; 
and particularly thar wharwe count Wiſdom 
here, is Folly with/him: * My Thoughtt lays 
God by the: Prophet,ere-nat your Thoughts, aeix 
ther care: your Ways my Ways; for as the Hea» 
wens are higher than the Earth, fo ere:mry Ways 
big ber than your 'Ways, "and my Thoughts /than 
pue:Thenglry Iz. 5-5. Indeed: the diſpro+ 
portion is very great between-Earthiand 
Heaven, between the Pointand the Circum- 
ference of; ſo-vaſt a Circle, arid yet thisdoes 
bur: faintly ſhadow our the mighty diſpro- 
portion, thatois:;betweeen' the Meaſures -of 
Men and the Ways of God:; for the diffe- 
rence-15: As. great, as between Truth and 
Falſhoad;: which are removed from each o- 
ther by.ahþ:unmeaſurable diſtance. There's 
more 'Fruththah weare.cafily. aware. of -in 
that faney:; of : Homer, that''the Gods-call 
things by. other Names than we da; ſo far 
art; they: from: chiokiog or: Thoughts, that 
they do: -not ſo ANG as ſpeak 'in our = 
4 ns < ot 


clatore” as wells as >the \Lopi, 
Heaven; \for: God: dwells in «approaebible 
LighrandGlory;' nay he himfelÞ as St; Jobs 
cells us,” is's;pure and unmigd© Light; a 
_ Light which hasno Darkneſs; and to which 
nothing is dark,- but all-rhings'open'and na- 
ked. He therefore pierces'through the very 
Effencesofthings; \ſesrhem all in-their pro- 
per: Colours, 24nd calls them all by:theirpro- 
per Names.': He has before him in'one fimple 
view tho' whole Field of Truth ;: nay he'is 
very Truth himfelf, and conſequently-can 
no: more be" deceived 1n his' Judgment: of 
things, thaw he can ceaſe to bewhat'he is. 
But we, though we ſee in his-Divine Light, 
yet we have it refleQted to us through falſe 
Mediums, : and ' mingled with 'Clouds and 
Miſts, and thick Darkneſs. We look upon 
Truth as we do upon the Face of the Setting 
Sun, through..a-groſs and fallacious Atmoſ- 
phere,” and by a RefraFed Ray, ' which makes 
It appear where'it isnot ; for weſe& through 
a Veil'of Fleth thoſe dim” Spet#ac/es of the 
Soul, and the Vapours of ' the Body cloud 
the Underſtanding, and blunt the Edge oe 
"> 13 | of cac 


habytueily: know, add ; AC As | 
ard.\ab{urdly, 85 i wehbadnever known t, 
Theſe: are theiacgidetital-Dijſadvantages wd 
labqur ; under; befides: the: figitenels, of our 
wnderſtandings, which cven-in the PerfeRti+ 
oa of Qur Natureare/bounded; within a nar« 
tween Godand vs,the. Judgment which God 
reat-from the-Sentmentsof Men 4 forif the 
Judgment; of;ote Man be f&- widely difie- 
reat;from abat.of another, if the Cancepti- 
ons: of Philgſophers be foi far removed:fram 
the fancy .of the Vujgar, and the Meaſures 
of an! Experienced Stateſman be ſo quite o- 
therwile than-choſe of a poor Home-bred 
Pesſant, bow vaſtly different muſtthe Mea- 
fares and: Judgments of Gad be from thoſe 
of, Men, | who: fees Darkaeſs even in rhe 
Angels of -Light, and charges the loftieft 
Seraph! wiuh Folly | Certaioly ſo very-dif- 
ferent, that they- are for the-moſi-part quite 
; þ a that w—_ ws: think 

rytv,,and withall dogmaevically pronounce 
as ſuch, and: perhaps - blind: with an ©24- 
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| Buvgf this, we ae Legts ova 
by ſame particular laiteners, whereof there 
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Natural World, ſome Mathematicians/and 
"Naturalifts have quazreEd-with the Geame- 
try'and Contrivance of it 3 'ane.dilliſtes the 

7 tl th and Maio of the Sung in maki 
-ſome Countries {a very! Hot, and fame 
very. Cold, and in occaſioging. {© frequenc 
Eclipſes. Another quarrels with the condu& 
of the Weather, and ear by eo means: think 
it well. that a full Cloud ſhould empty -it 
ſelf upan the barren Sand, or upon. the: Sea, 
when ia the mean time-many a rich Ground 
is almoſt; ſtarved for- want-of Relief: from 
 Heavenj;.and he can-as litile reconcile ir to 
wiſe Adminiſtration - that the hopes of the 
promiſing, Year ſhould be cruſh'd ia Pieces 
by the-rude Arreſt of an —— _ 
nother 


which: arc 

fer with te Bon Ne and he ad be anover Ries 

T £1 pow ret 'the'Luxuriancy* ard cafic 
{ Weeds, whenchoi 7Ers are 
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up? even with"Eabour and 
Care. But toallthisand the like, the Judg- 
ment of 'God2ſtants direfly' oppoſed,” who 
upon ia-Solemn Review of! his Works pro- 
nounced all rhings good that he had made, 
andfound not one Erratum \ in the whole Book 
of Narure.” LID 
::/Phus>again'as wo the Admioiftiyiion of 
we Morel World, we don't like the *Syſtem 
of this neither, bit are wont to be difſatisfi- 
ed Firſt, That there' ſhoald be' any ſuch 
thingas Evilinit; this has been Soſared as 
a-great) Flaw by the whole Scti6ot of Philo- 
ſophers, and the moſt favourable Plea they 
could advance for' it, was t6 reſolve it into 
Neceſſity, and the Invincible Stubbornneſs of 
Matter 3 as much as to ſay, God could not 
help it. And thoſe who could- be pretty 
well :reconciled to the being of Evil in the 
World, would yet by no means indure to 
think that the greateſt ſhare of 'it ſhould 
light upon good Men. This was ever an 
un- 
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calls the. Preaching of i 
know was, a Stumbling : Blox 
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berg byeneaeady con whole: Fol of Sin, ive 
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mis 

Thor irs! 0 tres 
comet cena" amoge x preſent 
here-again £© the Reader wits ke "AL 
þ erode thanireſer hintcoies -: 

-; As! for' the ,Abfurdiry: SBrthe” Sinners 
Chwice, ris uh6 that:canbe i 
edg fot whao is4d thatthe chules? -*tis id 
that which hc avid and certainly willrepers 
of, and wiſh he had never dane, -either in 
this. World: for its 1lazſs ac Sinfulbed, or 
an: the, _ for! #ts ſad  and\Conft- 
xs. | *'Fis 0 deſpile: the” Authority, 
Power, " Juſtica and Goodnefs/of God'z' ?tis 
to'tranſgrefs his Commands whnch aregood 
'and .equitabley and in kerpidg of _—_ 
.thereys preſent as well as future Reward; 

to.aft againſt the frame of his Rational oy 
ture; 'and:the Ti of tiis Mind ; 'trs 
| to 


ing,randthe being ruin'd in his beſt Intereſt 
{torrall Eternity. Al Fr wg Sy 
-aQually:incuts-, and partly-purs to 
'zard in,chei-Commiilſion/ bf :a any -one: oy. 
And for what!is all tis? 1s:it-for a 
fiderable Inteteſt, for anything tha 
ſomething of :Proportion, 1acd; nc ro pro 
'to ConZetition and a rivabweight 
: Scale-'of: the Batlance 22 Nog! rival 
-for a' InT Karon »% 
tion of ſome perite;1for-t peer 
-mentdf ſome little: {fark which' has no- 
thing1to-divert- us from adhering to' that 
which :is truly. our 'Beft,: bur only that p6or 
'Advaiitage \of- being preſent, though-at the 
fame time its Vaxity'be preſent with it. .'" 
And nowis this a Choice for a Wiſe Man, 
For a. Man of-:common Senfe ? Nay,” is it'a 
Choice for a Man of any Senſe at all, for one 
in his right Wits to make ? Is there'a better 
Demonſtration to be had of. a Man's'being 
a Fool or Madthanthis ?, No certainly, 'and 
were it not for the Cuſtomarineſs of the 
thing, and that too many are -concern*d, 
this would be thought a ſufficient Reaſon 
way 


rt rae ponds, if we. 
LIT Error 2and' Miſtake 
'precede-in/ his Judg- 
6 os 'he pn aun make {uch-a 
Choice ; all '$in'is founded upon Ignorance 
and'Miſtakey' for-as Fisf oo chuſe 
Evil as Evil: 4n/general;' ug leſs im- 
poſſible-to- chuſe'avy perriculer kind of Evil 
i5/Evit ; und: amber tis. le to 
etiuſe: the 'Evib[of Si#'as fuch/}i The Devil 
himſelf (as Abſtraft aSinnerasheis,Y cate 
love” Sin as-Sin.”” If thereforelic be choſen, 
it- muſt" be: choſetunder . the appearance of 
G608,' and it c#n-have 'this appearance no 
brlierwiſe: than as confidered as a' leſſer Evil, 
(for that's the only: way \whereby an Evil 
may appear good;oreligiblepant ſo'ir-mult 
be conſidered'before it bechoſeti; 7 Hetthere- 
fore that chules Sin, 'confidersit-ar the in- 
ſtant. of Commiſſion as a leſſer: Evil, and 
therein conſiſts-his- Error and'Miſtake ; he 
is' cirher Habitually or A&ually Ignorant, 
he: cicther has not che Habicual Knowledge 
of all choſe ' things whictr would prelerve 
him in his: Daty, or at leaſt he has not the 
Adqual Conſideration of them'z for *cis that 
O 2 which 


agvs-Thonghes, Cnoticigns a0 
ras don hi eb bas:whea 
pentss; This L REALM 
for-s: Ballpnce +0 move! T Mot haps 
with the ſame:Weight,:'8nd:in-4b gta 1 
ropes Th NOW? - t Sins; wants: #h48, 
5 Conſideration at leaſt to keep him, i» his:Nu+ 
13'S 
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and is therefore akeg, | TUE 
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Argument, Whoever, thinks Sin a lefſer 
Evil, is| miſtaken in- his. Judgment ;./but 
whoever commits Sin, does;then. think it a 
lefſer Evil: ; Therefore whoever commits Sia 
s:.miſtaken 4n his Judgment. So great is the 
folly of Sin,; both in reference to the. Abſur- 
dity. of 'the-Choice, and to the Error, and 
Miſtake af the Chuſer ; and ſo great reaſon 
has ev + hor 61 to take vp that Confeſſion 
ofthe Þ _y P/al, 7 3+:S0: Fooliſh was 1 and * 

norant; awd-even as a Beaſt before thee. 

And thus fariof the Folly of. Sin in gene- 
ral; I comenow in the Second: place to the _ 
other ground of the Charge, where I am tq 
conſider the folly of placing -our Happt- 
neſs and Content in the good things: of this 
World, and of that particular ſort of Earth« 
- 4-50 which we call + 


off OY : \onh it 
a5 in 


| i ; Febemi'being th 
begs o iy.C 
y 


oo 
Ig : en q A 
IT TEES 

- ink - Kher _ is 
a ce of Sat S'an 

hg Sger ence convince bay ag "the 
ſich” gp one" would hard! 4 Jnci- 
dent to a Rational Creaturs ; "Þbp lainly 
argues that We'are roſly ignorant bf ane k/ 
theſe Two things, either o our ſelves, or of 
thet FAT World; we. are &ither ig- 
norant f the Digit and ExceNleticy of our 
Natures, of the Defigns and- Ends” of our 
Creation, and of the Screngths arid Capaci- 
ties of our _ petites which are'to be fitisR 
ed with nothing leſs than Infinite, orif we 
do know and Et all this ' of our ſelves 
then we are ſo much the more ignorant of 
the World about us, to think that there 1s 
OQ 3 any 


:n into. che Capa- 
allowit ſo. much 


re, that *tis not.on- 


our Eyil, _. 


l And 
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And? what aFolly ther -isit to place our | 
, and” takeup/our Reft*in'fuch 
ings as theſe againſt the Confeſſion and ex- 
perimental Verdift-of the Wiſeſt 6f Men, a- 
inft the expreſs Dedlararion arid Aﬀevera- 
rion'of God who”mide both-the World and . 
us, and knows the exaQt Proportion that all - 
his'Works 'have ro-each other; "and that a ' 
Bar full of Corn cant fiever ſatisfy the Hun- 
ger of a Soul, 'againſd che uniced experience ' 
of all Men ever-ſince Adem, nay; and againſt - 
our own Experience too, which will-witnefs' 
rous, if we but ask'her, that we never en- 
jojed-burt were diſappointed, and' fotihd our: 
Souls empty when our/Arms werefulls nay;' 
and againſt the Anſwer of our Reaſon too, 
which ſatisfies us of the Veceſity'of what our 
Experience confeſſes to be true; and"that as' 
itthas'ever been-ſa, ſoir ever will and muſt 
be ſo: Ifay, what a deſperate, incorrigible' 
Fool muſt he be, whoafterall this will yet 
dream of a Heaven upon Earth, and place 
his-Happineſs- in the good of this World ! 
The ſhort is, there is no Folly or Diſap- 
pointment like thatof being miſtakenin'ones 
End, and of all Ends none is fo fooliſhly 
miſtaken-.as our Left End, and this can ne- 
ver be mote: footiſhly miſtaken than” when 
tis placed in thethings of this Wortd, This 
therefore is'a' very: great inſtance of Folly 
and 'Stupidity, and to him that isguilty cf 
1510! O 4 it 


val.tt./ ſeveral Divine' Sibjeets. 


i wu verattcn Wir and Parts'; 1a/0- 
Moetters of leſſer conſoquenee, God juſt; 

”_ may, and willfay Thew. Fool.) c 

. And now if there be {o/ much. af-Fally io 
Cemtring in' this: World, which confifts - of 
a1 Biriety af Good, -and wherein there is 
great Lat#u4eof Enjoyment, whata Foll 
_ it then:be.to- ſtraigen; our Happioefs 
withio 4be,neraw compab of Ore or Two of 
its, ; Qbjafts, and: to ſet .up our Reſt 
- inafull-Purſey or a foll-Barny/or in 8 few. 
Aces gf iGroud | And this the Covetous 
Man gogs 5, $hough he/'be called a Workdly 
Man; pos: *tis.got.che World at large, but a 
= it, and the: worſt of it:that is the 


rels: of bis: Heart:; He is ſuch a Fool to 
wm his yery Tiſerenſp inthe Abun» 
poof which he; potleſſes, and ſo 

_—_ his Hope, agd- ſays: tothe 
Fine Gald, 7 how. art my Confidence. He places 
his End-in-theſe- things, /and- fo: is guilty of 
all, the common Folly and Abſurdity. of thoſe 
who placenhcir; Happineſs in apy of the good 
things:of this!/World 3 only there is this one 
peculiqr aggfavetiononhisSide, that where- 
as\ the Ambitious Man though he makes 
Honour and:Preferment his. Happinefs,. yet: 
be enjoys it when he: bas/it; ;-and-ſodoes the 
Voluptuary by his Pleaſires;: and by'-this 
means;though they. lai their true End, yet 


they Have ge Exchange. In the 
mean 


The: truth-.is, there. is more; Depth 
M y in the Faly of Covetouſneſs, than 
10 any the moſt; profound Wiſdom in the 
World; etherFollics of Human Life, though 
they are gotto be cared any:morethan' this, 
yet. they may be accounted for 3 and though 
they do overpaner and inſlave the Mind, yer 
they do not beffie it. But this- is a Diſeaſe 
that has ſuch variety of uncertain Symproms, 
that 'tis hard toknow what cauſe to aſcribe 
 to.5 the Theory of it is as difficule as the 
| Care, and we canonly ſay, that the Soul is 
not well under. it, that 'tisa Diſesſe. 'Tis 
Folly enough 'one would think, for one 
Man to place this Ha io fuch'a Trifle 
as a picce. of gh Dirt; and to have 
one's Soul dwell among Sacks-of Corn, and 
Bags of Many, wear be always —_ 
heaping, countig and adauring ; t y 
pae would think were» Nooſenfe enough, 


conli- 


EC  PaniticalDiſcourſogupon Vol, In; 


var rr ayers 
his World ſhin of which <ix vrthnh 


paſbng :away ; and-conf! \ withal the: 
vey [il Ren He ere rher-ſatiſ- 
ton: , tit were: Corifilag tolera-' 
ble 1 cb We would bur be: ded 
_— trſg of what hethas, wand to enj 
like a Man, what he defiresand admires ke 
a Fool. Butitorfee 'an: old-ſbilfrs Miſer'a-: 
mong: his Bags,"like a Scare-Crow: ina*Field 
of Coro, to keep others away from wharhe 
has no power to make-uſe of himſelf; toſce 
bim hovering:and'/brooding-0ver his Heaps, 
and:bringiog-forth nothing 4 roſes him dai- 
. ly»pay i Religiow Vattesotorhis Manwmos, and 
ro:;have hisBety-empry : when: his Coffers 
are full, ſure-ihe Philoſopher\thatlaught ro 
{ze an Aſsecar:Thiftles; mighr well ſplit his 
Sides at ſuck a:SpeRtacle-agthis. \* 1 /* 
-[\Thou Fool?:Ifrttrou doftnorwant fo outh 
Wealth; why.doſt-thou-defireit, and. rake 
fo much: Parris to-ger'it'? Andaf- thou doſt; 
why doſt rtiou notuſe andenjoy it? But chis 
is the :monftrous Folly 'of the /Covetobs 
Wretch, he-irſt.defres Abſurdly, and then 
is:more abſurd in:not enjoying-whar he de- 
fires;. he 5 everywhit as Poor when. he has 
2s whetthe has:nobg he is: good to no body, 
but worſ&;of call ro-himſelt=:Tnione _ 
THT - 


leaſt 'Temptation 
are:'Menmoſt- 
1. When they 
;».;. 2, When they have leaſt Time. - | 1+ 
Þ. When they have moſt Wealth ; this one 
would think. ſhould: be the-proper :Cure of 
Coverouſneſs, as a full Draught of Water is 
of Thirſt ; forithis is: what the: Covetous 
Yon delires, this. is the Miſtreſs of his Aﬀe- 
10ns, and the; delight: of his Eyes , that 
which he has iſa. long: and- ſo paſſionatel 
wiſh'dforz-and promiſed himſelf ſo muc 
Happipelsin and therefore when he1s-pol- 
ſefſed of this,o0e would expeft thathe ſhould 
be ſatisficd,; and. ar-reſt, as otber:Loversare 
when they axecometothe enjoyment of their: 
Deſires; ;:But; the; caſe -is {0 far otherwiſe, 
that. he-is mare deeply plunged in Covetoul- 


neſs 
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ok and liberal 
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eaſe oHeb Eaguty,) 'or 570 n'fall of 
an-Bftate. * Srrange, that Men'hould c0n+ 
ral? their Spirits upon the iulergereent of 
their Fortunts * Many y indeedut the'F 

rations andSharcsof Wealth bur of all Vices 
one; would'think/it ſhould'not diſpoſe Men 
tocoverouſneſs,bur-rarther be an Antidote a- 
mnttir: Andyet!o it ts, Moy are general- 
y moſt inſlaved to this Vice; when they 
have really Jeaft Temptation toit od might 
molt eafily be aboveie; thar is; when they 
havemo/: Health. Which indeed is 2a more 
ftrangeand unaccountable ; ajce to com- 
fider, thateicherche ArtraQtion of the Load: 
tows, or the Ebbiog 'and' Flowing of the 

: and jet as ſtrangeto! conſider that 
Mer are allo-moft Coyetous, ' ''&: 

9. When they have leaſt Tine +  Tadecd 
vicun Men are ih the-Morning” of Life, and 
have-a-long' ProfpeAt-of nixhy Years before 
them, chey-have-then ſome "Temptation' to 
be:Covetdus, 'and ſomething* to-/-plead for 
theit: being ſo ;"for they may = live'long 


enoughtoe Ft whit by thew Frugality they 
can get, and 
12N 


conſidering; che manyContin- 


gencies 


hould have.but lictle-heart tobe Goverque ; 
and yet then.s the rime when Men are moſt 
of. all ſo; | for.[/Coyetouſnely-is;:che proper 
Vice, or rather: Diſeaſe of QA Age, aodis al- 
moſt as conſtant an A &s Grey 
Hairs, or a Trembliog Hagd. -:Whenalte 

ther. Vices leave the as aq longer. Ht 
for their Seryice z'when even Lyſt it(elf; he 
laſt of the-black.Train has bid him-adieoy 
then Covetoulneſs ſeizes him, asifit deſigns 
ed to have him wholly to:it ſelf, withaue 
Partner or; Competitor, - to domincer | over 
bim with, an.4b/olate Tyranny. Strange; 
that a Manſhould be:moſt folicitous for Prp4 
viſion by. the way, when he is almoſt -at/his 
Tourney 's ead,, within view of Home! | Thou 
Fool ! 1f thou. muſt be Covetous, take a pro« 
per Condition,; and. 8 rigbt Time for-it, and 
be ſo either when thou art.Poor, or when 
thou art Jowng 3 when rthoa haſt a Tempta- 
tion to it, and a\Pretence for it... But-1t ſeems 
Abſurdity,' and -Nanſenſe is. {o far of the 
very Eſſence. of 'this Myſterious 'Vice, that 
then Men are moſt addiged to it, when in 
all Reaſon and, Expettation :they —_ 

roo 


«cer 


ofhis had but put him upon doingſome good 
thirig with 'his Abundance, 'twould have 
been pretty tolerable yet, and there would 
have been ſome amends for the i/-timing it, 
before he had returned his Thanks to God : 
Noy bur he thought 7444 within himſelf, I 
wilt pull down my Barns, and build greater, 

and 


-ped/incd as ro the Convent 
Hoe of the Body,and the gratfemon fa: 
CAHnimabLafe'ti No, __ ny a I 
further xhawſa;/ I wilfay Att 
'he, Sout:thioutalt at $5one Bro 

many Years, rate"thine'Kale,>Eir;" 
and'be-Merty';2A'very*noble( in- 
deod !1 That everia' Man'ſhould>be fo Much 
4 Bratearn a Sor} as ro make full Barmthe 
good of his $0411 'of ' his SuuÞwho miſt [eek 
her. "Happineſs from the ſame-'Harid ' whence 
ſhe had her Beizg; and can —Y 
by him who-his AbſolutePerfection:' 
certainly was a ſtrange-extravagance of rn 
[Jy, and yet even this has a further Aggrava- 
tion -yet;' for had this' Proviſion"of his'been 
indeed for many Tears, (as he fancied, rhere 
would have bee more Ciuſe-and® Pretenice 
for the great Complacency and SatisfaQtion 
he took init.- Put lictle: did the poor Fool 
think upon what Contiagencies' this Project 
of his cCepended;, and Ho precarious and 
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00s,:45 a Jotiſhnels 12nd up). 

; ye 30 conſider! it, :andigo-.on:in 

boapi g 8p-Rirhes | withour Realon and] 
t:End,-is much'worls: .. 

.; And thus haye,we ſeen, the whole proce- 


SM of che Recii Man, Gifhe may obw be 
allowed that Name, ): and the i 
Folly-of/-it,/aad.in him: che'Folly of a 
yetous- Perſons,- who yet in- one reſpet, 
|} exceed their Original in the Para- 

Pie; for he; though: he:.had .rehga'd up his 
Heart, and Soul to bis Wealth, /yet he was 
{o.wile as to know when: he: had enough, 
and when'tis-time to give over,: retreat, and 
take bis Ea{e. But ovwr Msfers never know 
when they have ſufficient, but:drudge on to 
the very laſt Minute, and Dye 1a theit Sla- 
vey ; - and ave therefore thegreater Fools. 

.'What therefore remains,' but that we 


rake other Objeits of Contert ;' that we place 
; not 
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and MG Lite, Hwy horr 
Life, asto forget the gays of Darknels Which 
ſhall be many ? Above all, let us take care 


us 
a bee badeng any thing of the k; pi 

9 the good | $ web & | 
ks of ley Hototr* Pt or Pie 
ferment to be falſe to the infinitely Jearer 
Intereſt of our Religion, and the Cauſe of 
God'and his Church's; left whenwe begin 
ee do ryPracs >. 8 Sclvesah our Wil 


dom, ard; withal-fagcy:thateven;Poſterity 
ſhall: praiſe our: Saying, :Godi-4nthermean 
time[{hould: ſay to/any of us, as he:did tg 
the: RichiMan in our Parable;: Thos: Fobl.. / > 
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-we could all do fo; 
nt Baphnraneepont—oarna: poker 
ad Uncorrupe-m- our Thougbhtsand Intenci- 
ons, more Spiritual.and/ Elevated 1n-our. Af- 
feftions,' and more Orderly-and Regular in 
our. Aions, whether im our 'Retirements, 
or upon the open Stage; we ſhould demean 
our ſelves with more care and exaQneſs both 
towards God, our Neighbour and our Selves; 
we ſhould ad our Lives with more Inno- 
cence, and /eave them with more Courage 
and Chearfulneſs than we generally do. 
The Words, as indeed the whole Pſalm, 
ſeem immediately to concern the Perſon and 
the Condition of Chriſt, and to be chiefly 
intended to expreſs that ſteddy, conſtant 
and aftual Conſideration which he had of the 
Poner 


Application HEM, Thi, 
as we have r= APR to think, was his 


conltane P a8d {Exeroife all his Life 
long;” but; ;about-: -_ dark and 
Cloudy -Periodi of '3t,: 


er rr 


iato che Troublespf Dis: 
had « to:mak vj all:che Aids and 
Succoury both of: and (rakes; pare 


tictlarly:80:; reve! = 
derations of che Pawgr god Vi = =o 
that” ber: would:not/[leave: his 
Cin :the:State 'of Separation from his: org 
ſuffer bis: Holy/Oas to; ſce Corruption, 

dere Aur be ſat-irhſef moreoiaduftrie 
oully to Contemplate the PerfeRionsof God, 
eſpecially thoſe of his'Power and Veracicys 
and from hence he drew Argumeats of: Cons 
ſolation for bis Support; uadet allthe erage 
rors 'and} Afictions of his - great Agony, 1 
have ſet' God always before mes, becaafe be is 
at my Right Hand, 1 ſhall wot be moved. 

Bur 1 ſhail diſcourſe upon the Words with 
greater Latitud?, and- in treatingof rheat, 
ibatl concern my felt about thelſs Two 


rings. 
P 2 Firſt, 


18 Phagicat Diſtsiirſes pin Vo1/I1E 
Pi 7 ger na mobo 
Defangs $00r: many” wayswe 
pom lymph rat 2 Sf 266 wy 
wg 
kng-from'' ox 
wt and Spi 
har Exell, tur 0 ſee.Gos 
always beforc us: FOIEIT 62 al OW 22 
' Naw asxothe Firſt, 20 God Uunyibe: 
fore us, in the geneedÞto/have himever.pre- 
ſear owe Capacefor and Meditations;'un- 


der ſorne Gapacity oriConlideratiod orother; 

preſent /to'our: Thoughts not by wayof Efe 
ſence only; for® chats ht Jecelluritynis;-and 
we cannot poflibl why anlggy byes thenge,):bur 
alſo /by a4 of ObjeFz-when' we artend to 
him; 'andreflet oppakianoaderforne! Qua- 
lification'or:other,” citherabſolate;Zorin:re- 
lation'roaus 7 And in'this there is great vas 
. riety,>everras muchias:there is inthe1everal 
Attributes: and! Perfetions'of' God 5: but 1 
ſhall conſider only thoſe that influchce-our 
Practice;:and' ſerve tothe Direction of our 
Manners:.« Now: in Relation' to this;-there 
are Three: very excellent- ways of'{etting 
God before us, as the' Swpream Goo, "AS A 
Pattern, and-as an Obſerver. 

Firſt, We may ſet'God before 'gs as the 
Supream Good; this: werdo when we Con- 
template 'the natural and abſolute Perfe@ion 
of his Eſſence, that univerſal Plenitude F his, 

EY where- 


the Ob) «> of (his Trane andthe: 
Cunnene 'kl-bis Deſires :/Fhis > roſie God 
qefors usas the Supream Goodio 1b 20 1. 
-Seconglyy/. WeimayderGad before ws a 
Patterw;githis we gdowhen-we Contemmplate 
the Moral\:Nature/'of: God; > rhbſe2 imitable 
Perfeftions'6f »his,: which :anfwer;-to "thoſe 
Verrues arid 'good'>Diſpofitzons*of) Mind 
which he requires from-us,and which hecon- 
tributes alfo'ro work in usby the Graces'of 
his Spirit) : Such are that-umverſal Szvc#iry 
and-Holineſs of his Nature and Will, where 
by. all:his- Actions become Pureiand/Ri 
whereby the Lord is i Righteous inall bjs' P 
and 'Holy in all bis Works, Plal. 145. 17; His 
Goodneſry wherein are comprehended all the 
Heights and: Depths, /and the whole Lengrh 
and Breadch of the: Love,; the Kindneſs;'*the 
Mercy. theGrace, the Benignity and Bounty 
of God, that infinite diffaliveneſs'of his: Na- 
ture, whereby heiis as itwere carriedi out of, 
aud beyond himſelf, ro Communicate -rhe 
g00d thbt,is:in/him to! his Creatures, afcor- 
ding to theic| ſeverab Proportions and-Capa- 
1 P 3 CItIES, 
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oy IDO y perfor 
y Dem ( r $ 
whatever ho hes;Promifed- AY 
bat. more: eſpecially) is his Faithſutneſs wh 
Hoe me Scmprure,' for the | Performance 
zajcs,, there bcingarR ighe __— 
fxom-tdcfa by: the-Perfoos to: whom :thop ar 
made,: which isnat in Threatoings; js.1y 
I: *ewauid :be a: greater : breach -of 
ity, \to/ deny: the ont, chan not! 4dichze« 
cutetheqother, AndihereforeberStriprure 
cagmending: the” Faichfulnefs of Gott; re- 
figqinse chuefly: ta his Promiſes; according 
t9thas 66/rbs; Author to: the: Hilrews, He 5x 
tracthfel that Promiſid; Heb: 10.23. Laftly, 
when: we! Conternalate. his Waceraty,- which 
n68s in; bis.caindd, oper and ingennous 
1ag wil tbe; Sons of Meo; in that ho 
never thinks:nor deſigns any rhing:contrary 
plac ha Rayeals, eb by WordtarDecd, 
oltentoallFiicks, Juglings,. Wouble- 


Hypecpigo and: the: hike: 
Theſe 


deal 


-Þ robery Myr ey ee 


wil yea d: Fob, for ils 
erthe 

A in warok Tt 
6f Bvit eo try kit, ep _— 
for&ne 49 a Patiery; Mut as th 
The Fhird and Laft way of ſetr 
for#u$;" is 45 an 15.4 
him as4Being Efentidly: 
add withall Cteatures/who "Al 
have-rheir Being it hirt;atid beyodd all Places 
atid' Creatures 06; in thoſe-rafinits Spaces 
pe mbroranons nt but w 

yet there is\forhinls. befides Mir Hg | 


alt or hee enter itiro 4 nice Diley 

concerning the JR of G 
willing! rather to” n Diſpute. it; 
But however, leſt way 6 ca 
before vs, ſhould be ht Tihaginary afid 
Preearious, -give me Kive by the way, on: 
Iy'e6termatk; thats way AN rexſon- 
ble && tHhitth the Bfence God to be every 
whert,-#5-t& be ao, d that Imzenſity is 
as &s tatfiotiel as Ev #ity | That Gteat arid Stu- 
P 4 pendous 


0! M\ ex thag 20/he alwaysea;or 
REPEL -Darprans i36{hcb! any Stu 
gal 1} s 1{priogs;froen; the 
nb Ty rw 
6, but. got noe he 
BC WHICH i 
; 55h a5;being, diretly 
oppolity to ;not; Being, and conſequently of 
Pertectiqn,. ,But » pow. tae. every where, 
ka: an extrinfical Denominarign're- 
Fipmpeyt bar, without, and; ſuch. as is 
yas ire IFFar \to-nar Being; bur only 
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Ln aliycp een, TS 46;an 
All All:baawwag)Beings t&. whom 
al feos oft Open,. aad-all, Deſires known, 
only. as an blarvery but as 98:6hat 
takes ſuch ale © Nauce, and, Cogniaange-of 
what he FE and kanows,;as 1t0-rrealuraand 
ſeal.it up. againſt, the.Npy -of; Retribution, 
and to.Pumith or Rev: us accordiggly. 

| Theſe I take to; be the ſeveral ways 0t. let- 
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VelIb ct. oe 
ting /Godibeforeius, 40 as to. redp. any-Spiri= 
we, gr page re come pot the 
Sedonq-»phlace. tq5repreſent'irhe] wy” oil 
what: ern nr nr LH 
'af ne! 
atop ary 1s for -Holpikaving!/thusts ſer - a> 
always; beforenazand truly:theadvyantages 
arevery greatizzfoiad the HabituabKnows 
ledge of God, andthe Belief of his Exiſtence; 
are [the &rit andgeneral:Foundarions ofi-all 
Religion; according tothariof the Apoſtle, 
He 4bat cometh toad muſt belteuethat be in, 
and that he'is 4 Rewarder of them that diligent> 
ly, feehihim + (Hb) wes 6: Sorrhe aftual Con+ 
ſideration of him -under theſs:Gapacities, is 
highly;conducive:tbthe Promotiorand Ac 
complibment -Of all Holineſs an&:Verrcue. - 
«. Fer Furſt, - ro begihwith thoſ&radvanrages 
that naturally (pring 'from-the Conſiderati- 
oft of God-as 'the [Gdagg what can 
be: more- excelledt than the Love-of God? 
ohs; the; higheſt {Elevation of a1Crearure, - 
ang,:withal the moſt pregnanr:anthcompre- 
hanſive .of; all-the Virruons: Diſnofirions he 
i1s-eapable of : ZÞ'is bke'the Flower or Bloſ- 
ſom ohaPlant,: which contains all init; and 
therefore! our:; Saviour calls:it-'the: Hirſt and 
thei\Greet: Commundment,| Mat. 24138." But 
now, What morecteRual means:can:there bc 
NEXT »tQ the: Gtaceof himrwhoris Efſential 
Love, add-whocas the A polilizzells us, ſhed 
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_——_ any nes han than ro 
Good ?. Can'd Manconlider any thing'ba 
as: Good, and:not-loveit,wten Love it ſelf is 
nothing ciſc /but ary Inclinativn of the Sonl 
ro-Good 4 * He'rhay indedd: not pr ro 
— Chuſe it; becauſe ir may-£6me inro compe- 
ritivn; with: a-greater; which when'it does, 
not the good, bur the abſence of it is to be 
Choſen, as being\the-tefſet Evil 4\ bue yer 
notwithftanding, he> muſt {till love'it-with 
a Natural Love,-as lohg'asheconſiders it as 
in ahy degree good- [Much leſs chen/cana 
Man refule to. love Gdd, | when he confiders 
him not only as 'Good, bur as the S2prizm 
Good. For here, belides that natural incli. 
nation: which neceflarily-follows upon the 
appearance of Gvod'as Good, there'is' this 
peculiar /to be confideted,” irhat there is ao 
room for: Competirion with a greater Good, 
shd accordingly that Natgral Love and'Tn- 
clination which is dut to God as Good, hauſt 
needs paſs into:a&tand efftttual Choice, up- 
on the conſideration of his being the Suprea#: = 
Good. The laſt 'degros off ove or Inclin- 
rion muſt needs beaQuatandetioQasl; when 
it has fhothing to outweigh it, @s the Teaſt 
Weight weighs down the-Scale-where there 
Is 


neceſſarily” Atually hate 
it :+Fd#' the Reatities of God are infinitely 
Chatnming and Atrattiveinthemfelves, and 
there wants nothing but our ſerious and due 
Attedtign. to make them» become ſo to us ; 
and the:more. we: apply our Attention! to 
them, the more-we ſhall be! 1n love with 
them. What is it: that makes the Seraphin 
burn aad flame above the reft of the Ange« 
lical: Ocders, 'but” becauſe they fee more of 
the Firft and -Suprearn Beauty ? » Now as 
Love-depends tpon F:forin the other Lite, 
ſodoes1t upon Contemplanion in this, and con- 
fequently he that confiders the infinite Per+ 
fettzon. of God moſt, mult neceflarily love 
hia molt. Contemplatioo'is tbe nl 

per and genuine mceotive of Love where- 
everithe Qbje&t is ttuly deferving of it, as dif 
covering to us the reaſons why it ought to 
be: loved : 1.\ay, where the Object i truly 
delerving 'of our Loves for orherwiſe it 
wik ferve oaly 16 difcover its Vanity, and 
fo teffen 1ts am mblenefts ; whictris the reaſors 
that” the deſt' way to cure our Love to the 
Warld, is thoroughly to conlfder it. _— 
Fouls Cale 


246 PrarticaFDifcoribles upoh | V6l.4K 
caſe the Obje& beca'true and-real Goth and 
fach-as with ahide the Teſt of Mediracion; 
and enduzeſto> bp: weighed arid-handledion 
both-(ides;'\the' proper way't and'in- 
creaſe our Love toward1iuctran Obje&asrthis; 
is:ſtudiouſly ro Comemplateit; and'themthe 
Lightthar br Underftandings;;rwitlbes 
ger: a: warmth in; our} Wills:and” Aﬀettions: 
Experience':as : well- as/Red{on) mayiinform 
us, that -the way to loyeany thingaharcis 
truly good;77and: will/beariamear infpettion, 
is to-look'?tauety upon; itzvand: "confider- it 
rhoroughly;\ ſince \even :thermoſt indifferent 
Objects by: longriſtay:'and dwelling .upon 
them, do! by degrees ſoogarn upohanrAf 
fections; that we may-comedt Jatt roſhavea 
kind of! a fancy and: wkinneſs: fortthem!'; 
and \many have? gazed\ and;{tared uponvan 
ordinary Fate:fo long, rilkthey have-enter- 
tained! a:more' than ordinary Paſhon; :2And 
f-the mtaneſtiBeaury! oof rhe: Creataretby 
frequent :andfamiliar interviews, becomes at 
length-ſo/Lofely and Charming; how muctz 
more-{halth rhe-continual; Meditation 'upon 
the: Beauty of the Creator,-kindlerinus/a- 
Love toitagds him, anda Delight irs Him: 
The. longer certainly. weific thus under his 
$hadow,::he more we ſhall delaght co.40 fo, 
and: bis Fruit! will be tharmorenweer torour 
Taſte, Cant. 2:3: And at theigenzeral Con: 
lideration of God has/ſdglyantivence/-upon 
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eo bes oof-him,- ho\-mucti ſidooger wilt: | 
her dinfluence be heed eter before 
us under the Notion and: Capacity'of the Su: 
d:)-Anditherefore/whea the ÞPfal- 
miftin a'deep ContemplationofrtheBeautics 
of Chriſt; had proceededifo-farias ro:con- 
cludechinsfairer' chan-the'Children of Men; 
a$'15 wounded! 'coithe Heare with the 'Rays 

his Divine Beaity ","he'preſemly adds; 
Thy: Arrowvs are very! ;'Plakpy:! 7 
.bPheyare indeed Lord Jeſas|) they are ve« 
ry Shdrpand Keen, like theSword that pro- 
ceeds our -of thy -Mourh (;--and' how! 151t 
that: we can refift the: Power» of they Sove- 
ob omartch !/ Thou 'woundeſtthe'Seraphin 
cd (Cherabrn, arid/all: the Orders'of Angels 
whit the Arrows::of thy Lovey\and! they 
burtyatithe Rays! of thy Divine Light:and 
Glory.:' Whom havethey in Heaven:bur thee; 
and Fre i5 there) 0n Earth. thatithey deſire 
ia-compariſon of thee ?' But we! whoare e- 
very day! vanquiſhed and led:io triumph by 
| Meaner:Peauties , ſtand /yet: proof: againſt 
thy Diviner.Charms, and-tee] inone: of rhe 
impreſſions of thy: Love. | Bur?tisour Blinds 
nef'thatis our-Defence, and\our ynattentrs 
0015: the Shield: that rrepels:thy; Darts: We 
do-not:Contemplateithee as thy-Angels do, 
nor'as we our ſelves:do the;Beaunes of this 
Senſible: World; :Oh/do thourthen'open ang 


fix our Eyes -upon':thee,” and- they will ſoon 
receive 


ov! $3 engage but our 
wen 68:3 and then WE 
| hoſc:but' love thee / 1/3 nh 4 
Nov is this che caly advantags of ſerting 
God beforc 119.28 the Supream Godd:; for 
this is a confideratioo' of excellent pe 
cite and quicken ious the Love of Gd; fo 
does it alſo;Secondly; contribute battvro con+ 
viace us'at the Warlds/Vanity, andita top 
port us under that "Conviction: i He thar 
»ot fenſible: of the vanity! of Created; Good, 
had: need!;preſent God! to: his Fhoughts as 
the Supceh ih Good, thathc niay bavea righc 
fenſeapd apprehention of if; and be that #, 
had need''{Meditate upon God- uader the 
fame Nation, that be may-have wherewihs 
at co ſupporr/bis Mind \under fuch a Convi- 
Qtion;aod-this way of ſetting God. before 
us, bb a very effe&ual means todo both. ,The 
Vanity of the Creature:never appears with 
that advantage of clearnels and conyittion, 
as. when we Contemplate:the Fullaeſs a 
Axcellency of the Creator, which preſently 
weakens.and puts out all the Luſter of x 
World, as the Sun does/ that of a Candle, 
meerly by out ſhining it. And when a' Man 
by the bo of this Contemplation 1s arrived 
to this feaſe,/and convidion, the ſame will 
alſo ſerve tofupport bim under it. - Tis ſup- 
poſed here, that the Man will then ſtand 
12 great-need: of fome Support or orher, and 
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that hp /Ayar forthe «omar bes 
moſt aceds 


ſhe vans bus of chis Jres 
iato-a Conviftion 'of' the-' vi Nity 
but ſhe has loſt her hold, has nothing co-en- 
joy,/\nothing ro reſt ; TG a bay- 
ren dicoalolare rarition mult ſhe be then 
in, unleſs. ſbe has fome other Refuge to re- 
treat"ro for her Support?- Aad what ot 
Support” can-thers or: weed there be, bur t 
Conſideration - of” 'the Divine Fulinefs and 
Greatneſs, which/ will make abundant Sup- 
ply tor all the Deficieacy that 'is itt the Cres- 
ture, were it infinitely more vain than it is, 
and 0 reljeve that Conviction which it has 


onea. 

wr Thirdly, This is alfo a general Re- 
medy againſt alt other Trouble and Sadneſs, 

as well as againſt that which ariſes from the 
Convitienof the World's Vanity; rhe bet 
Conſolation efan Aided Mind, is to think 
upon God, this wilt chear- and refreſh the 
Soul, when Ratianat Diſcourſes and Wile 
Sentences are applied in vain; for+ if your 
Sorrow proceed from Pear, what more pro» 
per relief than.ro Medicare wpoty the Power 
of God, who K able ro deliver-us from _ 
worl 
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I Rheofowes. whatever 
\mffÞo knows gur kame; arid comi- 
weaebutiDuſt;{ffrom:tbeton: 
ſiderationiof the alt Rate:gof Mankind, either 
as.to Sin-op Miſery, how.cane fatisfy; our - 
lelves better; than by Mditatiog upon the 
excellent; order. and. ;eondugc.iof theProviz 
dence of God, ,who governs.the Worldginia 
way becoming: bis infinite/PerfeRions;) and 
diſpoſes all.things ſweetlyr2;And ſb-1n;the 
like mannex; in gl other inſtances, whatever 
be che occaſion of our;Trouble and.Sadnels; 
no! Conſolation, like: Medizating upon:God, 

and ſctting him before us: Itis ſo if we think 
vpon him at 4xge,. but more eſpecially; if we 
contemplate him as the Supream Good, This 
is a, more..immediate ;and dire& renitdy as 
gainſt all Soxrow 3 for Good is:direfly/con; 
trary. to Evil, aod the* Senſe: of Good will 
counterpoile the, ſenſe of Evil, if it be an:-e- 
qual good ; and if it'be agreater, it will 0- 
vercome-and ſwallow.it. up, Day and leave 
ſome degrees of pure Happineſs-behind, {6 
that the Man ſhall rather enjoy than' ſuffer. 

But now 'tis impoſlible.for a Man to _ 
ent 


z be muſt tina E 14 
' and Fare 4 Good which : prank ares, 
| _ rok this SN Yew, of God. is in 
Tome degree Bearifiet. And w 
fadne(s* + Mind then is a TREE of 
ftrong Senſe and Taſte of God will not over- 
| come, and which willnotbequite difſolved, 
* fwallowed up and loſt in' the Contemplati- 
on of the Supream good? Upon which Con- 
fiderations well alk the Phi lay, Pal. 
. 97. 3: When I am in Heavineſs, I will think 
» God, He might have thought 1 upon his 
Royal Greatneſs, and the Pomp an Mag- 
nificence of his Court,” or upon his Riches, 
or upon his Friends, or upon his Vidtories 
and" Triumphs ; or if none of thoſe would 
do, 'he might have taken his Harp.into his 
Hand, and have driven away the Evil Spi- 
ritof Melancholy by Muſick from himſelf, as 
he did before from Saz!: But he had a bet- 
ter expedient than all this, When I am in 
Heavineſs 1 will think upou God. 

Nor is this all ; for ſhould we not alſo up- 
on the frength of this Conſideration de- 
ſpiſe' and diſreliſh all thoſe vain Pleaſures 
which betray us into Sin? Should we not be 
above the Temptations of either Honour , 
Pleaſure or Profit ? Should we not be ſecure 
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Place a Bd, by y Grcing 
| atte 
_ Nor eu ot fore: and. We whe RT 
ple, and wg WO diſpoſed Men ars to 
itation, and that we are much the better 
or the worſe for thoſe with whom we Con- 
verſe : Andthere is this great difference he- 
tween Example and a Rae, that a Rule ap 
ly dire&s, but Example does alfo incline ; 
Rule inflruds the Judgment, but Deane 
moves and reconciles we AﬀeRions ; the for- 
mer ſhews us the right Point ta which us 
are to ſteer, but the latter ſu plics us alc 
with Wind and Sail. And apps iS 00. rea: 
on 
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Deſires agd Pepe rtoN {hy I 
it thed pd(MBle <otukons Hoa Wn 1- 
ſtancly to. colitemplite” rhe ite Love, 


Muy ad Goodriels of God, ,and either b 

oh acfat to him, Or vhcharicable £0 hi; 
Neighbour, to be ſelfiſh ab8 raft: laced 1"; 
gardly and covetous, reſerved; and uncoth. 
municative? Much leſs can he beenvious 
and ſpitetyl, croet and unmereiful, and de- 
light in rhatity and doin Mifehief 5 it 
would be. Miracleif be ſhould, . The Pfal- 
mift thought ir” ſo, and therefore ſays he; 
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off their Fear , only made himlelt better 
| known 
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inſtances 
Rog on Weg es de oral Perfettions 
I ſhall facile nal upon,0ne. 
wFg, Py pang re Canis fitand,uſe- 
ful to be confi ered in the Age we now live. 
in. Can then a Men duly contemplate the 
Truth and Sincerity of God,. how candid, 
n and ingenuous he isin hisdealings with 
the Sons of Men, and how far removed from 
all Tricks, Juggles and Deceits,: and that 
he can no more deceive, than he can be de- 
ceived? Can a Manl ſay conſider this, con-. 
 fider it well, and be a Hypocrite ? And that 
not only in an inſtance or two, butin al 
f: ries of Actions not only for a few Hours 
or Days, but for acourſe of ſeveral Years; 
not only in the common concerns of Life, 
but in the* moſt” ſacred of all things, and 
where we owe the greateſt Plainneſs and 
Sincerity'both to God and Man, Religion ? 
Is Charity it If able to believe that ſuch a 
Q 3 Mydſteri- 


Tis moſt ctrtain e& w 
oy it or 19, EO Fey A 
ia[ly and! ly Preſs 
there is i hee that FT 
is fonp thares excludes, hi Ge 75 
very pat Bb AR as grols avg. 
wth faphy oat Fo Hey were, coul F! aot FR: 
MABEL It hich” Was the occaſion, of 
that Cuſtom: 0 "theirs 10 their Satrifices, 
"Era en notice. © by Dr, Outram,. 
De Serif. Ques of Mainioni s,). of waving | 
ha. 8 1 he Viftim: rowarddthe Si Pane , 


of "the "We cd, vp pward 5 and 
down- 


Pre ay ?, 


th bens even "thers alſo 

and thy right Hand a 
adventere the. Darkneſs 

ſball my Night be turned "into Days. 


Darkneſs is no Darkneſs with thee, but. the 
Q 4 Night 


"the ark. Cloud > 
3 wb 5 by ſee . 
Heaven, Job 
ms contrary” ell 
preſent ever whe :, and 
ſees: oy icq dpei ,. but the Miſeyy .. 
of it 455*'we don't' © ofider it 3 and vis" For - 
want of aQtuilly rtifking upon what Wc ha- 
birually* tion. *that *the' World: is ' ruined. 
”Tis'this thar rfidkes' ho ieat adiffers nee be- . 
tween the Behaviour 'and, Converfatioh of. 
one "Man"and another. All Believs Otnai- 
preſence and Omniſcjence to be Perfecti 6s, 
delohging to the” ipfiniten#s of rhe Divine. 
Eflence'; butone maintains actual Thou: his, 
and Recolle&tions of this, and another 0es 
not; one has it 1yihg dormant'in him,'as 2, 
general: Notion or” Theory, which the can 
ralk-and diſcourſe of now and then when oc- 
caſion'is offered, andthe other has it always 
aQually preſent before'\him io its full Light 
and' Conviction. 'Whence it comes to tf 
that though both agree in the general ans 
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LG, iriogrhe Preſence, be+ 
fa wh all 's more immediately 
preſented, hy "Dearh,, ;$o.that; the *Medi> | 
tation, of Deah, (as. far as it; has a0y.Joflu- | 
ence upon good Living, )- is-com 
under the Conlideration'of the Divin@Psc- | 
ſence, as; a-Particulax..uader.,a Generals. 25 
indeed. whatever is good in-any other-me- 
thod of Holy, Living, is /after manner. 
Comprehetided in this, which. of all:others: 
is the moſt Comprehenſive and Compendi- 
OUs. 
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orvindnoweceffity k 
fore parton Nt wr | 
Chiefl'6f all'SpirteuaF = 1% "ſor itideet 
this''0a8 Bnet ar; *fuch's: train of ad 
vaniages-aft6r Ir; as By the afMtance of i- 
vinesGraes-will baſeicnt't6” rfeQ * the 
manoEGod;” dndXotfipkatthe Chtiffian.” 
 Burzobe alittle mers diftin&;' theadvan- 
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for js Preſe 
For an we AeachS any, Man ſo Fer and. 
hr as to, commit; Sin, when at;the ſame, 
time be aQually. refle&s upon a Being, of Io- 
fine Hoary. Power and, Juſtice,, | 
m, .and, upon whar he does? Could 
we 7 ny God \£q appear viſibly co us whea 
We: Were ig Private, this. we. muſt needs 
grant would, ftrike vs with Seriqus apd Re- 
LM Apprebenſions, and that we boy 

an 
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wardlyp'preſene%w k- us ji the” Creator 1 L 
arid that ny? bei of ſuch I7.p9 | 
tance aftd” 'Copſeturgce" as * ris?" Shall FR 
then Eris Preſetice and Tafpe&ion be as'a Pre 
ſervative' againſt Sim, as*the Preſence of a . 
Man” Without doubt- it would, and inh-. 
nitely 'more, did we bur equally conſiderirs 

it: would. then fecure us: fior only from $7», 
but even fron Temptation tov, and keep Us | 
out of Danger a$' well as in Tundeence. 'For 

how can he'be tempted-to'Sia, who dwells 
always/ih the Preſence of his Creator ahd 


Judge? Why are the Angel&and'the oy 
0 


A | 
of; * ty Maron je ont 
of the Preſence of God there;; 
and if if we could do. the ſame here.ig propor- 
tion, . that is;, if our Contemplation, were bur 
asaQual, ſteddy, and uninterrupted as their 
Vigon, we fro: d be as Confirmed.and Eſta- 
bis as they.: :In- be ſhort, notwithſtanding 
the great Corruption of our-Nature, and our 
Proneneſs to Evil, we need no other'Guard; 
either againſt Sin,.or againft Temptation, 
than theſe Three Words well conlidered, 
God is Preſent. ht 
But there, is One particuar Sin-to which 
this Conſideration. is utterly irreconcilable, 
and againſt which it is a. peculiar Antidote, 
and that is the Sin of Hypoeriſie ; this is a- Sin 
which of all others. proceeds. moſt upon the 
Suppoſition of Gad's not being privy to our 
Thoughts and Intentions, and his'not ha- 
ving a thorough-Comprehenlive Knowlede 
of all things: Asthe Fool lays in his Heart 
there is no-God, ſo the Hypocrite ſays in 
his Heart, that if there be, yet he-is no Ob- 
ſerver, as being neither Omnipreſent, nor 
Omnl- 


care/ to avoid open Tai 
they -are/ viſible to the 
ſo, had hea dueSetiſe 0 vitie P! 
and Obſervation; he wotld be' every.: 
pede rien eB nd mPut- 
ties,” becauſe they afe' viſible" to tht E & © 
God; Bit 4 


Secondly; This Pratfice is ali 66 
cittiment 1s ol hit i good : As the ep 
on of Gods Omanipreſence and Ota tence 
is the Foundation of alf Religion ; {for ro 
what purpoſe ſhoold we make Religious 
Addreſſes to a Being that” js either afar off: 
or unconſtcious' of our Behaviour rowatds 
him; ) 6 che conftant and i4Qual ImprefMot 
of it, would greatly promote the Praftice 
of all Religion, Walk before mt, and be thok 
Perfet#: How can he' be” Perfet that does 
not walk with and before God, and how can 
he be otherwiſe thar dbes? The attual 
Thooghts of the preſence of God is the'very 
Life and Spirit of all Religion, wictiout 
which, 
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David reſolved all 
m__ his Obedience; that TID 


for «ll my _— area Plal;£ 
Aad no-doubr is we ao the ſame oy 
<OM4 fbould live; witt the-ſame exs&- 
'we' lived under a conftacitiſenſs 6f 
the Preſs of God asfiedid,” weſhould a> 
ſo with bim bave reſpect to all: bis Com- 
meats pL . Gkrions dp 
of Godappearedtot 
Sinaz, we-fidd that wk gona were _s þ Cnfbly of af 
fected with thar terribleSight, us torakeu 
earneſt Reſolutions of. © diencs: for 4 
the People anſwered Moſes, reporting hs 
Words, of God. to them, nuch.one#oice, and 
ſaid, All the Words which the Lord bath-[aid 
will we. do. And as long: as this Proſence'of 
God continued, we' don't find but thar/ahizy - il 
were very Orderly and Obedient,)afid'con- | 
rained. themſelves. wittiin thoſe! Boundaries _— 
which Moſes by: Diyine Order had ſer: about i} 
the Mount: And there is no queſtion 10 be | 


made, 
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1n the Sight.and rag of. wary 
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Patriarch when awakened from Sleep, Sure- 
ty. God was in this Place, and I knew it not, 
Gen.28. 

And. now fiace the Spiritual Advantages 
of ſetting God always before us are ſo great 
and ſo many, Ithink I need uſe no other 
Per{waſive to recommed this excellent Ex- 
pedient of Holy Living to our conſtant Pra- 
Qice - In all other things we love the moſt 
Compendious .:Methods, and ro make uſe 
of ſuch Means as lead moſt direQtly and by 
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moe þ and ns moſt Com- 
pendious way to it. Let us then be perſua- 
ded. to! make ſect it;by rung God always 
before us, and ring hjay Ways 40 our 
Thou Bits, eſpecially under this on 
Coolide ration, as the Swpreem Good, as a 
Pattern, ati - [{@lhill we ha 
- rpetual incouragementto-do! well; 
{ufficicat. Counterpoiſe'.againftiall Temps 

kr And God grantwwe may:fo ſet Hin 


always: before: us here; that we-may not be 
afraid to appear before him hereafter. mes; 
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Q our |Ridffer] Crd bene niPrays who 
caine/toibethePromoterof Fatineſ?, as 
well-66 t6; t&-thgcAutborof oor” Facrby | 


and 
ro: Reformthe: World as well as to Redeens 
itd 1/Now:as*tis the PerfeCiion of che Naru- 
ra}-World: te be: Conformable to rhe Vader- 
ſtanding of God, thoſe Immutable Ideal Re- 
preſentations which are in the Divine Mind, 
ſo isit the PerfeQtion of the Moral World to 
be Conformable to his Will ; and 1n both 
theſe, the Second Perſon of the Sacred Tri- 
nity, the Eternal World, St,. John tells us, 
that all things mere made by him, or according 
to him, 43 evr3, and without him was not any 
thing made that was made. And St. Paul, 1 Col. 
x6, 17. that by him were all things Created 
that are in Heaven, and that are in Earthz, and 
that 
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Murat World, arfrgait Mear: 
to do - + Wilt of his Father h 
1t is 
ep datmp a 216 repair the/Rivi 
ty, 'to 1, to inarg: e. the? © ridnds of :ia)-Bathons 
make others conformable +6 
- the the Divies Will,- and Partakers 6fithe'DÞ> 
vine Nature; which io pare hag alieadyta)s 
en effe&d, indo which ponent 
ars yet 16 expe@ 2 further deeply 
under” his gforions' Milleanial R 
Righteouſneſs thald Aouriſh and exalted 
a0& the Wil of God be dons on' Exeth t9/u 
very near degree as its if Heaven, 1777 
* To this'end' ſerves theigreay ey of 
Goodneſs, that Grace of Gn whio hag ap! 
peared: to the World, teaching us, 2-Tze, 
11- that denying Ungodlineſs and Workdly 
Luſts, we ſhould live Soberly; Rightroally 
and Godlily inrhispreſent Wotld ; theCove: 
nant of Grace being ſo ordered” and' coritri- 
ved, that our Duty is ſecured, as well as 
our Infirmitcy aod' Neceflity relieved, and 
our. Repzntance is only made effslual' b 
the ſatisftion 'of Chrilt, not - unneceMarp.. 
R 2 To 
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that of Moſes. Abd hexook:care' alſo __ 
cond: his excellent Precepts,- by as excellent 


 - ani Example./that. they might.appear to be 
Proc as ell as Reaſonable. - G1 


Frags niger; of his 04 0, and exborted 
ys tg. the;imiitation of it, when he ſaid, Lears 
of we;\;but alloremits us to the excellent Ex+ 
ample..of | the: Angels, thoſe ready Perfor- 


mers of God's. Will, and winged: Miniſters 
is Pleafure, /in-that he bids-us Pray, Thy 
Vill be done in Earth, as it is in Heaven. 
.That -God's Will i is done in ;:Heaven, is 
vo. ſuppoſed ; weare therefore further con- 
a” only to inquire. 
. Of what Will of God our Lord is to be 
wes underſtood ? 
..2.- By whomit isdone in Heaven ? 
1:3. After what manner it is there done ? 
"I How far we are concerned to imitate 
this great Pattern of Obedience ? 
. 5. How reaſonable it is for us todo fo ? 
.. And Friſt by Wl; here our Lord cannot 
be ſuppoſed ro-mean that which-is a Facul- 
ty 1n the. Divine Efſence, or rather the very 
Eence 1 it ſelf; for how may we: Pray - 
tnat 


Decreeing ceing, or Nie SE, 

pate Fabris ; or'to-word 

theordinary diſtinQion, the Will of x 

erees, 'or- the! Will of his Comi 

ris generally ly held thas both theſe are wo be 

hefe tinder ood: RT PIPER 
"But 1 noft eons; 3t dbes tit af wh to 

mehow the Wilt of:God' 5 Dectecs can be at 

all here concerned, 'any further” than as out 

Submifſion-ro it is # part of the! Will of his 

Commands; for rot toinlift upon rhe ne- 

ceſſary and uncontroulable accom pliſhment * 

of God's Decrees, and that es receffary 

and certain are not fo proper Obje&ts of 

Prayer, I only obſerve thatthis Will of God 

is here defired to be done in Earth as'itis in 

Heaven 3 which ſuppoſes it to be more per- 

fetly performed in the one than in the 0- 

ther; the latter being propoſed as 'a Pattern 

and Precedent to the former. But now, as 

God is in all Places equally Almighty, {o 

are'his Decrees in all Places alike performed 

in Earth as well as in Heaven, according to 
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rf368, TINS r= to Hs of God 
| Fable Wgdont. ip Heay$8 1s 
6 done-rþ.f0'all ghar being 
8 98: Barth, Gould in. "like mater Te 
there done. But I fay it cannot þe firetly 
0 eaded, there being Þg Affiive Diſpen- 
;* Pravidenue gnadent/ te theſe whe 
g's; Wall in Heaven, and conſequently 
an eg rhe; Exercile;of Patience and 
Fo NM wo 36 wall, wig appear by No 
- 1GErrg: Scand | AQUIEYs DAME: ©. 't 
' hoo 4c is-that this Will of God is doge ig 
Hoare 
this indeed is of 00/ great Pifficulty 
ff o &  fince the mawwre ofahe Wul dpes 
is 46k, i ning the Doers of it5 for it 
Ns 5 Wit of God's {ormends, 1 cane 
more. he =_ by God, than *tis poſh ble for 
God, ie gbgy bimfelf. Nor, cant. be dogs 
| by the CeleRtial Bodies; for however thele 
- a-large.and improper lente are lomarinaes 
kad to obey God, 4 as s wheethe Plalwft th 
7” 


And- yet the will ie roles 

of this nee;"8s'we dre, be not 

free gents ; which by the y. [leave to 

heicoafidered by: Welles is deny thar Pri- 
nn there: 


viledge to Human og wayey 
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e5, namely; iti Wale 
God reed the "Holy Atipels m Heavyen'; 
that they Jo ir after « very perfeQ and ex- 
'cellent manner, far' ex g rhe higheft 
| Meaſures of Mortality, is bere implied, in 
chat they are propoſed #nd commended to 
W'as Patteths, and might be further con- 
-cluded fromthe PerfeQtion of their Natures 
and Paculties;, which we cannot bur ſup- 

poſe:to be very extraordinary, fince the ex- 

callkency of our future Condition is ſumm'd 
R 4 up 
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; Secondly, T' \polkive Advantages chay 
eojoy: (it rear 912K ngmbH a3.52bai 


© And Firſt, a5;t0. che Impedimeats gd 
are free from: ,*Tis the great. diſadvantags.of 
all lata eh in ky ovong atone, 
the: Complaint. of. ſome, tHhatthey are unit 
with. Bodies .that. are. not. praportioned.c0 
the Native Excellency and Aivity:of-cheir 
Natures. ; for:indeed the Soul has m_ an ill 
Match, Mar: Very.-mach beneath her 
ſelf, and has met. with a Clog inſtead; of a 
'Companion,; ;- one, that, is; too weak. to obey 
her. DiQtates and. Motions, and-too ſtrong.to 
be governed ;,;that cannot. follw,- and;that 
will not be. lead 3, that ſticks t90. cloſe:to. her 
to. be ſhaken oft: and yet is too looſe from 
her tobe. well managed; Svchan, untraQable 
ill-ſuired Conſort, as: ow. mult. [needs be :.a 
tant incymbrance to the Soul,, eyen.10 her 
Natura, but much more in her Moral and 
| Spe 
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"and. either 
got: to. aM:at all, orito per 
upon. an il>runed Inftrow eds And he that 
isbleſſed with the ftrongeſt:and moſt tunable 
-Couſtitution, and enjoys-the molt vi 
Health, has'iyet a great many neceflitiesof 
Nature to, ſetve, that will-take up-much of 
bis Thoughts iand .much-of-his:' Time 3: fo 
that he can't'chuſe but be:troubled about mi- 
ny. things, 'things:below theconcernment-of 
a Rational Being, and that, though hehas 
choſen the | Better \Part, and is ſo well con- 
 viriced of. his:trueIntereſt;asto acknowledge 
only one thing to be needful. . 
Add to all this,that we breath in an infe&- 
::ed Air, live ia an ill World, where every = 
| je 
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N2 y iof their Facul 
T8, and be ceſfantly and in- 
tizely coward the Suprearas-Good, with their 
u bole bent and energy.'188'4 Stone "would 
mad toward 'the Center throvgh'amezree 
But this wllfarrher appear: bycondidering 
Secondly the politive adventaRes which they 


enjoy : 


prnas Gtx ends fall revered rn 

iopaf that N : ahd .conſequent- 
wit.not be  tohave the leaf de- 
gre of any of (ther /Natytul PerfeRtioaside- 
tained arched back from exerting i 1eif by 
ang. Clog vt Lowedimear; oy beingino 
a8#log imaginable: why they ould de 1c- 
tvelied with ang: degree of Power which 
\@wit acxror bt: into'Att, as it cever 
£y68-be if .cdot.ot prefens, ;theyþeing now 
ſuppalec-avibe inhe. a Profebtian-of their 
Natures. Ther melt be. gherafare concet- 
ved in this refpat, toat like wireſary haves s 
aothe £4, and10 the. amo of xtxir natu- 
xr Scvengsb, and to have.ncehing in-chem 
that is nor put forth-as far as poſſiblycanbe. 
þ-hi9 WATT, MITanns ry bad 
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ay 'Vagonous aod 

like rae Ps the. of the 
«od r9jay& Wkeebe Spatorun their 
Jbey, have no Neceſſities 40:relieve-or pno- 
vide for, -00: impertinent Aypcation>torall 
them off from their noble - Exciciſes; :no-uH 
 Qampkiny. tp dJebanch them,! po. Devil to 
$empt add taſnave them; and thereforetmuſt 
needs af}; with. a fulldiſplay iof their Facul 
$is,, 28d be, carried out unceſfantly ard in- 
thirdly toward the Suprearm Good, with their 
» bole bent; and energy,/18s\q Stone would 
mad toward 'the Center through 40 ware 
ſifting Medium, 

_  Butthiswwllfurrher appear: bycondderiag 
pecondly the pohitive advantages which they 
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non, aid poling that as his 
am: And accotgingly 'tisagimpoliblethat 
mhe.iBleſſed Angels ſhould *will or: a& any 
#hing' wichour attending 'to 'God; :and mak- 
ing'him their End'as long as:thay bave this 
ial Viliow of him-; and of this'they are 
neverdeprived; 'for our Lord ſays of them, 
that: they: always behold the Face of his Fa- 
which is in'Heaven, !Mat.-18. 16.  'Fhis he 
ſpeaks ofthe poo ras Angels -that have 
Chargeand Office of 'Guatdians here up- 

on 'Earth, : that even'2hey: notwithſtanding 
their 'Imployment- here; have ia"conſiſtent 
view-of the Divine/Effence,: and! are-never 
nreerupred in!their- Beatifick!Vifion; much 
more then 1s this true of theiStationary An- 
els that wair'upon the Throne of 'God, the 
Nefeueirianies ofHeaven. Whence it further 
 VO9 follows, 


> tothems 
| is tous} the Viſion! of 
tm y | inn 'and conſtant< 
by: retain all-/their Powers :and-Facuſties'; 
(for. wecan never will any thiogrour of the 
Sphere of Good'in/ general; }:communicate 
\- a kink of Deiform Nabitito- their Natures, 
and render them in all things:exaQly:con- 
formableto the Divine WilL'!And according- 
ly the Apoſtle:derives our futurelikeneſs and 
conformity: toGod'from our: Viſion of him; 
We ſball be like bim, ſays he, for me-ſball ſee 
as'he is, Joh. 3. 2: 

'This ſhall be our Felicity hereafter ; but 
it is the Priviledge of the Blefled Angels to 
enjoy it now, ' arid therefore-by the ſtrength 
of the ſame Argument it muſt! be ſuppoſed 
that they are as like God as the cleareſt Viſi- 
on of -him can make them; that is, as like 
him as finite can be like infinite; as a Crea- 
ture can be like its Creator. That they are 
exatly conformable to the PerfeCtions : of 

that Adorable Excellence which they behold, 
that they love what he loves, and hate whas 
he hates, and thatin all things they perform 
his Will and Pleaſure in a-more excellenc 
manner than ſuch imperfe& Thinkers as we 
are, caneither-conceive or deſcribe. = 
us 
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-1o A That they-do ivwnt fall Ratio] 
rae 'Tw-xhe necefiary"as welb as 
| of our' Mortal frame, 

n! areng Hb | coaditiony” 10 aQ- with a 
enan9 is con Givi: Choice'?'$ird 
indeed we-fometimes (do wich! a full ah 
chorouph Confenr, ' Without: awy renirencits 
to tlic contrary ſ{ide.; bur our refolavions to 
Good are trix. and imperfed ;; for rhe mot} 
part we donot/goſo far, but tis our higtef 
Atchievement toconquer and prevailagainſt 
the tendencies of the Animal part; narts'be 
wichout them. - And though after ſomioun- 
certain Vibrations, theScale does at length 
weigh:down for Duty arid Obedience, yer 
ſtill there is' ſome weighe irs the other 'Bals 
lance, and: the. Motion though Viftorious, 
yet 15 not 'mtire and unreſiſted. But now 
= Holy Angels being free from the Impe- 
dimentsof acontrary Principle, perform: che 
Wilt of God wich a full, intire - and perfe@t 
Conſent 5 they have no Demurs, or Di{pur- 
gs, no Reluttancies or Averſions,. but: at 
the firſt mtimation approve and execute the 
Will of God with all che readineſs and ala- 
crity of an watire, pure and undivided Will. 
And accordiogly in the: Prophet Iſainb's Vik 
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 thintin Pabtution: For they - 
of the Cotiittiand as well as the' Lertey i 
or if tot, yet the clear Vition they have 
the Divine Fflknet atid PeefeRtions, will nor 
faffer ther to doubt of the Se ori fre Rea- 
formableneſs of af His Ir s,' as being 
well zfired thar 2th but what 15hi hy 
Reaſomble-tan'be the reſt of Infinite Wit- 
dow and'-Goounefs; To that they art as 
well farisfied with the Decreev of Vengentice, 
aswikth the milder Emanativfts'of his Love, 
and perfort- them bortt with 'equal Chear- 
falneſs Fhus we fee rhe Angel who was 
Commiſſioned” to: keep lapsd® Man ont of 
PeraGiſe with tis F tering Sword, o—_ 
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mands. And the ſame will be.a ſuffictent 

fatisfaQtion why-they, ſhould obey him /Uni- 

verſally, ſince every Precept; either carries 

its own Evidence and Reaſon: with it, = 
eh CEE" what 


| isa nvition 
Cakes muſt needs” be as Oni 
a8 Faith, 'as having theſameGrau 
DTS And there' being n10'Tea- 
ſon-to queſtion:buv that there is the higheſt 
Conviction'ofthis'in the Minds "Cf Ange 
Weimay' proceed to conſider; 
'i'Phiedly," ' what Conf ar they per- 
: Will: Fhey with 
-not yk as "tis oppoſe tofi 
Celtirion, but as *tis oppoſed! ro the'eaſtIn- 
cerruption; | 'The- higheſt 'Perſeverance we 
cars pretend to in this Region of Tnconffan- 
cy;is not: to'fall off totally*'br finally';' nor 
are we fureof ſomuchas thari”Butto main- 
tain z ſteddy..Courſe of Obedience without 
the leaſt Interruption, -is beyond'the mea- 
es of Fleth and Blood. Bur now the Holy 
ls are not onlyſecure frort either total 
or final Apoſtacy, Bur evenfrom the leaſt a- 
batements or interruptions of Duty ; forthe 
Excellence which they Contemplate is al- 
ways the ſame, and fo alſo is the manner of 
their Contemplating it. They-Contemplate 
the Face of God as the Philoſopher ſays = 
'S the 
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Dolan rha Blatt 
_ lens zof Ga beingabe:lame.dgihen 
epmeRonc of Good: is to. 
'was of re;: Towthich thete1 
furcher 4 Advamage to be.:addes,- that their 
ndeeandlings! are. never.under/af 

no. not {o,much-as in. part;:hut 2s: they-ab 
Ways receive. equal Illumination from: God, 
ſo 0 hey ſhine —_— mn 
qua Fa t ; andre u eney 

needs ſtand always vali affefted and;diſ- 
poſed to what is good, as appearing to them 
always ina Light equally-advantagious.-For 
the variety and:changableneſs of our Wills 
proceed from-the variety of our Judgmentsz 
and were our Thoughts and Apprebenſions 
of things. always uniform, our Attions would 
be ſo too; for:we always af as for that in- 
ſtant we think.-- This therefore being the 
happy condition of Angels, to have the Eye 
of their, Underſtanding always equally'.a- 
wake, and in full Illumination, there muſt 
needs be alſo a conſtant Regularity in their 
Wills. . The ſhort is, as long as they Con- 
template the Divine Eſlence,-they cannot 
divert aſide to any. thing irregular, becauſe 
of the Superlative Excellence of the Divine 
Good, which fills and wholly ingages the 
Faculties ; 
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mg'the dn ra 93s 
ic: to: all" Erernity-; *and thit!/this "is his 
which we mean, when we fay they's arc Con- 
an in-good.;" 
Bur Kivingithoſe Flaming Kxcilleticies a 
'to their Happy and Noble-Employ- 
mints, before we go further, 16t us ſee how 
theſe Speculations may” 'be improved to the 
benefit of our PraQtice: And Firſt,” fince God 
has made-his Angels ſuch: excellent arid ac- 
hill err Creatures; er us make'the ſatne 
itttrar the Palmiſt did when he took 
from hehce anvccaſion of Praiſe and Thank 
giving, Praiſe the: Lord O miy-Soul; ſays he, 
atidi'then/ mentioning ſome” Charadters of 
his: Greatneſs, he adds, P/al- 1044. He 
makes his Angels Spirits, and his Miniſters a 
flamins Fire." Indeed the Angels are the 
greateſt Occaſions as well as Inſtruments of 
Praiſe, as being the Nobleſt part of the Di- 
vine Workmanſhip; Eccl. 43. 11. Look up- 
o# the Rain-bow, and praiſe him that made it, 
ſays the Son of Sirach : And if God ts to be 
Praiſed for the Beauty of rhe Rain-bow, caul- 
ed only by various Refleftions and Refra- 
ions of the Globules of the Second Element 


in their paſſagethrough a Cloud, how much 
D 2 more 


line; would have freſh. giver hiem 
to Condemn, in Worſhi tiles ak 
heed- y pg leſt when' thou lifteſt-up 
thine, Eyes.'to Heaven, and ſeeſt the-Sun, 
and the; Moon, and. the Stars, even all-the 
Hoſt .of-Heaveo, thou, ſhouldeſt be driven 
to worſhip them, ſays Moſes to the People 
of Iſrael; Deut. 4. 19, And there is: the 
ſame and greater danger: here, when we 
Contemplate the Glory. of this other. Hea- 
venly Hoſt ; for a through Envy or 
Emulation. we uſually: leſſen and 'diſparage 
one anothers Excellencies;yet when we:have 
to do. with Creatures of another rank and 
order, we are apt to be guilty of the oppo- 
ſite extream, and to exchange Derra#ion for 
Taolatry. 

Thirdly, We have here:a moſt excellent 
Antidote againſt Pride, which is a littleneſs 
of Mind that ariſes from our Ignorance of 
the World about us as well as of our Selves; 
and conſequently is beſt Cured. by confider- 

ng what — there are above. us. 

e young Home-bred Heir that thinks his 
Father's Mannour a conſiderable parg - 
h or 
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World, is fent abroad to feermore of it, and 
retareis Home Cured'byhis Travels.- : And 
would: the Man that 'fivells'and-looks big 
upom: his Parts or Learning, 'but-beftow a 
Thought or Two upon' the PerfeQtions of 
es, I dare'wartant him hisPlumes will 
quickly fall; and that he will neverfind in 
his Heart to ſet up for a Wit more: For - 
alas, what are we to the Angels ?: Hereafter 
indeed 'ris tobe hoped, that ſome of us may 
be made like them ; bur what'/are we in 
Compariſon now ? They excel us more than 
we'do the Beaſts of the Field, and'we need 
nothing elſe but/rhis'o6ne Conſideration well 
thought upon. to convince us, That Pride 
was not made for Man. a 
' Fourthly,' We may learn hence ſo to fear 
the Devil, 'as' to look upon him as a conli- 
derable Adverſary, and not to be too ſecure 
in our beſt Condition; for he is an Angel 
ſtill, and we know not what he has loſt by 
his Fall, befides that Grace and Goodneſs 
whereby he might be diſpoſed to help and 
befriend us. And the Apoſtle tells us, that 
we {till wreſtle againſt Principalities and 
Powers : And therefore it concernsus to pro- 
vide our ſelves accordingly, and as he there 
adviſes, to take unto us the whole Armour of 
God, Ephelſ. 4. 
Laſtly, we ſhould endeavour to imitate 
'all the Moral and Imitable Excellencies of 
S 3 the 
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the good Angels ; our Saviourbas made'them 
our. Patrern.'ib his Prazer, and we-ſhould 
_ them -4o in our Lives, by eadeavour- 
to- perform God's!Will in Earth as it'is 
io Menvooi:: Which calls ypon me torretiitn 
to.che: Fourth. Enquiry, namely, How'tar 
we are concerned to imitate this Pattern: of 
Obedience; 1! // 

Thatrour Imication of i it 1s 1a ſome Mea- 
ſure or 1-other required, ts. moſt certdin, 
otherwiſcour Lord whull never. have taught 
us to-Pray that God's Will. ſhould be; dare 
on. Earth as it is 10 Heaven ;/ but how far: is 
the-Queſtion'? In anſwer to. which, I obſerye 
that the Obedience ot the Angels maybecon+ 
ſidered either Intenſively; or Extenfively ; 
or in! other Words, eit er with reſpect to 
the AQ.-.or with reſpeQ. tothe Otjeft; 
which laſt may again be meant eitber of the 
kinds.of Good, or of the ſeveral degrees in 
each kind, 

This being premiſed, I anſwer, Firſt, 
That we are not obliged to the [ntenſexe/s 
of Avgelical Qbedience ; this I ſay we are 
not obliged to, becaule tis not among the 
e- ie 179, the things whichare in our Power. 
This indeed will be part of our Rewaza here» 
after, but it cannot be our Duty here; and 
therefore though we are to obey God readily 


80d cheartully, zer ris not required we 
ſhould 


> Spirie, 
boy ry ang free fi 
tions of the qhly rem 


xk ryrre Phalmift, fo 
0 bis way weeping, and beareth fo 

doubtheſs come a24in wit 76 
his Sheaves with” bits: Pal. 1'26;' | 
bear forth good Seed, and if he does ſd, it 
ſhall be no Prejudice to him rhar he gaps 
on his way weeping, - 

Neither are we obliged 'to five God al- 
ways with equal heights of Devotion, and 
and with an uniform fervency of Mind; for 
beſides that, our Saviour himſelf who led 
the moſt Angelical Life, pray'd at ſometimes 
more earneſtly than at others ; this depends 
in a great meaſure upon the various jun- 

Aures of Circumſtances, and the various 
' ImperfcAions of Objefts from without, and 
the different fineneſs and quickneſs of the 
Animal Spirits within, with many other Ac- 
eidental Diſpoſitions which are not in our 
Power. We are only accountable for the 
Morionsof our W:/ls; and for ebbs and flows 
of Paſſion no further than they are at the 


diſpoſal of the other ; and therefore if we 
J & Sail 


Chaxgable.for TIN: 
Swelling. Sgils, wh wy are got in-ouc Power 
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Secondly, as tot} 
Obedience if x | 5\ be, 


| we are-Certgi ly 
r. bedicnce as. erp cl as Fo 
ſs bou TR Ey the whole Will of God, 


For the ſincetigy; of our.Qbedlepce.can na 0- 
therwiſe be,jul ihed.chag,by its Univerſality 
and TH Z Uniformity as tothe Obie, 
though not as to the AZ; and therefore 'tis 
that, the Pſalmiſt Prays,,Q.c 4 my Ways were 
o dirett that 1 might keep| thy Statutes ;. Plal. 
119. ſo: ſhall. do be ded when I 
have.reſpe& uato.all thy Commandments. 
But. if the Extenſiveneſs of Angelical 
Obedience be conſidered, in the latter Senſe, 
with reſpeQt to the ſeveral Degrees in each 
kind of good, ſo we are not bound to come 
up. to the Meaſures and Attainment of An- 
gels, and that becauſe *tis beyond the Capa- 
city of our preſent Condition, Nay, Ithiak 
we are not ſtrictly obliged under Pain of Sin, 
tO attain to all the degrees of good which 
we pothbly can,” or always to do what 1s 
ſimply Beſt 3 for I chiok'it plain from Serip- 
ture, that the Degrees of good admit of 
Councel 


"Bur, beſides this way. of \coaſdering th 
Eapeoſiognalge ;the Angelical Obedience 
to, the kigds.agd; degrees. of: Goog,. there; 


yet another, namely with reſpeR to Time ar 
,optinusnce3 this. is what, we otherwile call 
their. Perſeverance or Conſtancy. of Obedi- 
ence: Now. as to the Meaſures of our Obli- 
tion to. this we are-to diſtinguiſh and con- 
Gder the Golpel i a double. Capacity, as-a 
Lav, and as 4 an bay ls pens 


a Covenant, thea we are-not: obliged to a 
conſtant and. all the way a long continued 
Obedience. . For ?tis not uninterrupted, but 
only final Perſeverance that is the condition 
of the Covenant. But if we confider it as a 
Law, then we are not only obliged to a final, 
but to an uninterrupted Perſeverance, that 
is, we are not only required to be found-at 
our laſt- Exit in a ſtate of ſincere Obedience, 
(which is the Condition of the Covenant, 
but alſo to continue all the way in it : For 
every deliberate and voluntary interruption 
of it is Sin, and ſuch as while unrepented of, 
will aQually bring upon us Damnation. 
Having thus in {ſhort ſtated the general 
Meaſure of our Conformity to the Angelical 
Pattern 
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T1 are alſo the Meaſures of '6ur 
Ty: lies! £ ience, I:cotrte now laſtly 
| r "how Reaſonable: it is that' we 
fh6uld' do thus; and certainly" if any thing 
in the” World: be reaſonable, Tis thar we 
ſhould dv the'Will of God ;' for the' Wi of 
God is the big heft Reaſon. Indeed'were God 
an” Arbitrary 'Humorſom' Being, that loved 
to domineer over his Creatures; 'and-to im- 
poſe on them harſh and rrovbleſorn Com: 
mands only” for 'his own-Pleaftre, ants 
ſhew his Authority ; though'even then we 
y—_ juſtly. owe him Homage and Obedi- 
yet £ ere-might be ſome pretence for 
oiſpor? it, and 'making demurs about it. 
But. God i 1s. ſo good and kind as-to enjoyn us 
nothing bur what" is purſanr -of the End 
for which he Created us; thar is, our Hap- 
pineſs and Perfeftion : So kind as to link 
our Duty and Intereſt together, --and' to 
make thoſe very things the Inftances of our 
Obedience, which are the natural Means, 
and neceſſary Cauſes of our Happineſs: Sv 
thatwere we to contrive a way to make our 
Condition Happy, we could pitch upon no 
better than what he has already preſcribed 
to us in the Laws which he has given us. 
-So highly confonant and apreeable are they 
to the frame of our Natures, and ſoabſolute- 
ly neceſſary are they both to the order of this 
preſent World, and to the Happineſs of the 
next. 


dertaking for the cloſe fe,'T 

ly conſider that we havea'certgin'grou 
reference torus, «by what hb>iF inhimfelf; 
for this is an evident Pri i/ That ſacl as 
God'himſelfis,” ſuch muſt be his'Will, itbe- 
ing - unconceivable. that he ſhould will any 
thing:contrary to his Nature. ''\But now we 
all rake God to be a Being" Eſfenrially and 
Immutably Wiſe and Good;' Holy, Juſtand 
True; and: if theſe are Properties inſepara- 
ble from the Nature of 'God,; ( as all 'grant 
they are, ) then the Will of God muſt alſo 
be Holy, Wiſe, Juſt, True and Good, and 
conſequently highly fir and reaſonable tobe 
Obeyed.' 

But why O God do we want Reaſon to 
perſwade us todothy Will ? Isit notenough 
that it is Thine ? Thine who art the great 
Creator and Governour of the World, and 
haſt the higheſt right to be ſerved by all the 
(reatures, and by all the Powers which thou 
haſt made? Thize, who art the beſt and 
greateſt Being, who art infinitely Wiſe, Ho- 
ty, Juſt and True, and canſt therefore com- 
mand nothing but what is ſo ? Thize, who 
art above all capacity of addirion to thy Hap- 
pineſs, and canſt therefore propoſe no good 
6% ut 
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nite eos: rhar 


thenido-weinquire 

EE: by ik? It ought to 
o7 nl Cacehia WallofGos is done in Hea- 
VeB, ſed Hanel mot be done'on- Earth ? 
i a fg the 
ome 6 7eIEY things of 

rae andarei ly ite e's to judge 


ofthe Reafonablentls of Obedience then we 
are yIfince #hey are 10 ready and- forward to 
pay i, why _—_ \we make any 'Queſtion 
No ur-it? Sincethe great Hea- 
wade Hoſt, 'thoſe Excellent Beings that ex» 
gel both in Wiſdom and Strength,; acknow- 
ldgeand ſubmitcothe Government of God, 
why ſhould! we alittle handful of Rebels, 
ſtand out ? Stnee the Will of God 1s done in 
Heaven, why is it not on Earth? Yes, it is 
done" on\Earth; for at his Commandment 
the; Waters flow, and the Wind and Storm 
tulfl-his Word; only Man, diforderly Man, 
will not be Obedient, though he has a God 
for his Maker, and Argels for his Preſident. 
But let as many; of v us as hope: to be like 
Angels hereafter , ſtudy to be like them 
here ; let us ſeriouſly and diligently endea- 
vour. to Write after ſo fair a Gopy, and ſet 
before -us the holy Angels as Patterns, as 
well as Os/ervers, in all our Actions, which 


would. certainly work more upon us, than 
that 
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